FRIENDSHAF; 


OR, 
A RETURN FROM 
INDIA. 


A NOV E L, 


IN A SERIES OF LETTERS. 


* 


PRODESSE ET DELECTARE. 


. 4 * 1 e 


3 8 " "—_— 


IN TWO VOLUMES. 
V 0 «wk 
— —— — 
DUB LIN. 


PRINTED BY P. WOGAN, p. BYRNE, 
J. PARKER, W. MCKENZZIE, J. MOORE, 
J. HALPEN, W. JONES, GRUBER 
AND MCALLISTER, AND 
D. sann 


8 Or Te rn 


bt — 


M. de CoXC. 


6 


4 


PP 


e eee e eee 


ics 


IR 


n 


4 


rave 


1 
? 
4 
! 


4 
w $.+ 


* 
1 
4 
1 
7 


* 


. 


1 
Mas. MONTAGUE, 
WHOSE ELEGANT PEN 
AND 


POLITE ACCOMPLISHMENTS 


RENDER HER THE 
PATRONESS 
OF THE LADIES, 


THE FOLLOWING 


MET TIRES” 
ARE RESPECTFULLY 


INSCRIBED. 
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I may perhaps be thought re- 
markable, that the Editor of a 
Novel ſhould be the very perſon to 
deory ſuch performances. The 
World abounds in contradictions, 
and this is one of them. Yet miſ- 
take me not, gentle reader, I 
would not affright thee at the very 
entrance of the following work. 
Neither ſhould any man be miſled 
by names. The generation of no- 
* vels has ſprung up like Hydras, 
and in general they are equally 
* noxious to Mankind. With a 
ſmiling face they often plant a dag- 
ger, and convey a ſubtile poiſon in - 
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a ſweetened” potion. There Have 
been — however, who have 
endeavoured, under this appear- 
ance to reprove and to inſtruct. 
They have taken advantage of this 
mode of publication, to inſtil uſe- 
ful leſſons; and, as it were by 
accident, to arreſt the attention of 
_ thoſe who ſeldom look into : a more 
ſerious . 7 


r 


3 


1. may be 0 0b ddr No- | 
vels, a8 of many of the old Ro-. 
mances, poſterity muſt look into 
theſe for a true delineation of the 

manners of the times. If this be 
fo, how ſhould we bluſh to ſee the 
picture of the preſent day? Too 
Turely ſhall, we be condemned by 
our own children, if, we ean de- 
liver to them no better monuments 
of our wiſdom. The Editor of the 
following ſheets does not pretend to 
N getenmiue what rank they will hold: 
in the eſtimation of the pub- 
1 nor reaſon” ſor their 
| appear- 
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appearance. One thing only may 


= be alleged in their defence, and 


that is a deſire to amuſe; and if 
they ſhall ſometimes ſtep a little 
further, and endeayour to inſtru, 
it is preſumed the candid. reader 
will receive them at leaſt with 


n ba 


. Wong e 


5 
3 
F j | 
* % 
$—-,, © 
* y 
U 
# 
L 
a n ; ; | 
* 4 
u * . 
p - 
1 6 4 
a; 
A * . 
: - 
oy 
i . 
| — 
- 
w 1 | 
2 * _ 
o 
” 3 | 
a 4 : 4 
- 
* % 
9 a7 4 | 
* * 
* : . 
* 4 * fn 
# * 4 | 
it - 7 Co 
, 41 | 
a * 
pe " . 
F * . - % 
: * 2 
A wh N + 
>» R I h 
* ied LE e 
4 L 1 ww . 
7 a | 
o * 4 * ” & 2 " 7 4 1 
| * 
— 
o 
— 0 
p f ; 
N 
” 
| 8 Pops — 0 . 


* — _ ian, wo eee 


„ 
1 
3 


NR * D 
CLE * 1 
0 Gat 0 OT 
r 
K. 2 bs 8 A 
Nl e * 
N e Ee Ws Ree” tf, ES 


= && W E: D "Y £6 Sa Es - Wh 8 - 5 , 8 
ks rep dn oy peas fie La 


T H E 
W RN FC 


OF 


FRIENDSHIP. 


L ET TER I. 
| Mrs. Scudamore to Miſs Darley. 


Madras, July 23, 1786. 


A SHIP is under ſail for En gland. 


What joy would be contained in that 


little ſentence, if it were to convey 


poor Emily to her Eliza!—But alas! 
no ſuch ſelicity is in ſtore for your 


friend! Deſtined to conſume years of 


ſplendid miſery, Hope has nothing to 


reſt upon, but our return again to that 


dear country where alone we may find 


tranquillity, and where alone are thoſe 


who wiſh to promote it. Yes, my dear 


Eliza, the dream is at an end; and I 


B 5 awake 
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awake to a : Juſt ſenſe” of thoſe ſcenes 


which once danced before my imagi- 


.nation in ſuch gay and alluring colours, 
and which at that time had power to 


conſole me even for a ſeparation from 


you. But ambition ſhall no longer 
control my heart, which once more 
lays itſelf at yout feet with all its infan- 
tine tenderneſs; diveſted, perhaps, of 
ſome of its follies, but full of that affec- 
ron which rolling years have increaſed, 
and which your merit and your love 


ſo amply demand. 


But why do I begin a letter to you | in 
this melancholy ſtrain? Why do I not 
firſt tell you that J am in health, that 
my huſband is ſo too, and that he ſtill 


loves me {—all which is ſtrictly true. 
Then why, ungrateful Emily, com- 


plain? It is, becaufe ſhe once thought 
ſplendor and magnificence would WR 
fole her for thoſe friends, and that 
country, ſhe abandoned; that ſhe ſhould 


return loaded with riches, to the ſame 


leaſures, the ſame. ſociety, and the 
Ade attachments. Reaſon and reflec- 
tion have at laft drawn afide the uy 
ſpread by avarice and ambition. I 


ceive that it is poſſible I may obtain "ny 
wiſh to return to my native land in a 


much 
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you ſince I arrived, and ſurely one let- 
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much more affluent ſtyle than that in 


which I left it; but with a conſtitution 


unable to enjoy what it is in my power 
to purchaſe, and a mind that has loſt all 
ebſh for every thing but the balm of 
friendſhip, which no one remains to. 
adminiſter. - 

Reflections the theſe. occup dhe; 
greater part of thoſe hours, 8 
while our fortunes were moderate were 
ſpent in the active exertions of bene- 
volence. Jo the inhabitants of this ſul- 
try clime, indolence is not only an obli- 
cation but a neceſſity, and I begin to 
fear the laſſitude of the body will at-; 
fect the mind; for I fancy, "that my 
ideas are not ſo lively as they uſed to be. 
My huſband laughs at my fears, and 
perſuades me, (or endeavours to do ſo): 
that I am quite as agreeable as ever; he 
ſays, the women here want life and "ſpi- pr 
rit, and are fo uninformed, that I need 
not be under any apprehenfious of loſ- 


ing the character I have e eſta» 


bliſhed, 
There is one thing that adds 9 


to my diflike of this place, the almoſt 


impoſſibility of hearing from my Engliſhs | 
friends; I have bad but one letter from 


ter 
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ter in two years, is a poor recompence 
for whole months ſpent in anxiety and 
expectation. - This is the conſtant com- 
plaint here, but it is not the leſs diſa - 
_>greeable to me that I have partners in 
my concern. I beg you will never fend 
me any thing but by the company's 
pacquet, as letters given to private 
hands ſeldom arrive. My letters to 
you, it ſeems, have been equally un- 
fortunate, I was weak enough, you 
may remember, to imagine, that the 
care I had taken of Diana's education, 
and the favours I had beſtowed on her 
would have kept her in my ſervice, as 
I dreaded the _ idea of being waited 
on by ſtrangers ; I thought (tho' really 
a pretty girl) that ber attachment to 
me would have kept her in my ſervice, 
till at leaſt I had got a little inured to 
the cuſtoms and the natives of this 
place. She was indeed very attentive 
to me on the voyage, and her cheer- 
fulneſs helped to ſupport me under the 
fatigues of it; but we had no ſooner 
arrived here, than a young man who 
bad ſeen her land, came to enquire her 
character, and mentioned his intention 
of marrying her, ſhould it meet with 
228 approbation. J will confeſs to 1 
thnat 
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that for a moment I was very ſelfiſnh, 
the thoughts of being left entirely tonew. 


people were dreadful, and I was half in- 


clined to inſiſt on der ſervices; but af- 
fection got the better of ſelf, and I ſaid 
all for her that I really knew ſhe de- 
ſerved. The young man immediately 
made his propoſals which were ac- 
cepted. She attempted to ſay ſome- 
thing in her defence; and as I ſaw the 
joy that had taken poſſeſſion of her 
heart, I was determined to throw no 
damp upon it. I forgave every thing 
but my own folly, in diſbelieving what 
my friends told me would be the con- 
ſequence. She now viſits me in a moſt 


ſuperb palanquin, and is on an equality 


with moſt people here. 0 
This reminds me, that I eee 


once told you the hiſtory of poor Elea- 


nor Gaylove, whom I think you took 
notice of, when you leſt me on board 


the Indiaman. Her father, who lives at 


St. Helena, had ſent her over to Eng- 


land under the care of general , 
to be educated; and ſhe was to return 


with him when be ſhould be again or- 
dered to India, which it was more than 
probable woud be the caſe in a few. 
kit This, as was. expected, took 

place 
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place the very year of our departure; 
her cloaths were all packed up with 
Mrs. Ms, in whole ſuite ſhe was 
to go; and as they expected to ſail at a 
ſhort warning ſne had left ſchool, and 
was in the houfe with Mrs. M—. 
It happened that their diſpoſitions. 
1 were entirely oppokite- to each other, 
3 and the conſequence was a very high 
diſagreement between the ladies. The: 
3 general eſpouſed his wife's cauſe, and 
1 ſhewed Eleanor letters he had written 
U to ber father, with an account of her 
1 behaviour, which he reſolved to ſend in 
the firſt ſhip that ſhould ſail. She bad 
every reaſon to fear he would take this. 
ſtep, but was ſanguine enough to think 7 
his humanity would prevent ſo cruel a 7 
procedure. The general did not fail in ] 
the ſhip firſt mentioned, but eager to 
get quit of his charge, he put her on 
board the Minerva, with only half her 
wardrobe, the reſt of her apparel being 
packed up with Mrs. M's, who would 
not be at the trouble to ſeparate them. 
lll This however ſeemed no obſtacle to our 
= | lively friend, ſne came amongſt us as 
5 gay as a lark; exulting in the idea of 
ſeeing her parents, and that little coun- 
try where all her hopes were centered; 
814 it 
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it contained, in the word home, every 


thing in her idea Vide the heart could 
wiſh for. 5 
Every one was delighted with the 
little lively paſſenger, whoſe fſpirns, I 
believe, contributed to keep her in 
health; and ſhe nurſed, rallied, and 
conſoled every one. It was impoſſible 
not to be fond of ſo artleſs a creature; 
and we both grieved and rejoiced at 
fight of that iſland where ſhe was to be 
left. We rejoiced on ber account, and 
mourned for our own loſs, On our an. 
choring, Mr. Seudamore waited: on the 
governor, and allo on Mr. Gaylove, 


do inform him of his daughter's arrival, 


leſt her immediate appearance, when 
not expected, might have ſome bad ef- 
fe ; but what was his aſtoniſhment, 'to 
find that thoſe letters which general 
had threatened to ſend, had re- 
ally arrived! That her father was in- 
exorable, and would not allow her to 
land, but abandoned her to the winds 
and tbe WANs Is enn than 
himfelf. 19% 

We bad ſome difficulty on Mr. Scud- 
amore's return to the hip, to know in 
what manner to inform the poor girl of 


this cruel determination; and when 


1 | | told, 
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told, what was to be done in conſe- 
quence of it. A general council of 
women was called, who were all una- 
nimous in offering every aſſiſtance in 
their power; a wardrobe was formed 


out of the ſtock which each of us poſ- 


ſeſſed, and it was determined to take her 
to India, and endeavour to make the 
beſt of her deſperate ſituation. I thought, 

or girl! ſhe mutt have died at being 


— deſerted; but her happy diſpoſi- 
tion got the beiter of the ſnock, and in 


a few weeks after ſnie had left the iſland, 


ſhe became calm- and compoſed. On 


hearing we bad determined to carry her 
to India, and take care of her, I thought 
gratitude would have had the ſame - 


rowful effect which we expected from 


misfortune; She [poſſeſſes one of thoſe 
diſpoſitions that kindneſs may lead to 
any thing; but harſh treatment hardens 
and renders obdurate what is naturally 
a very noble heart. 

At Madras ſhe became my —_ and 
remained ſo for ſome months, till a 
gentleman of large property, an ac- 
quaintance of Mr. Scudamore's, who 
hved at Cudalore, came about ſome 
buſineſs; he was frequently with us, 
was ſoon charmed with our ward, and 
offered 
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X offered her his band, and a fortune al- 


moſt completed. She told him how 
ſenſible ſhe was of his kindneſs, and 
hoped the eſteem ſhe had then for him 
would in time grow to affection, as ſhe 
had no other prepoſſeſſion z—if he was 
ſatisfied with this confefſion ſhe was en- 
tirely his. They were' married, and 
left Madras ſoon after, and ſhe now. 
writes to me that ſhe is the d er of 


mortals. g 


General M — has ſet every ching 
to rights with her parents, his reſent- 
ment having ſubſided before be reached 
St. Helena; and they have written to 
her moſt kind ly, accuſing themſelves in 
the ſevereſt terms of their cruelty, and 
wiſhing only for the happineſs of bleſ- 
ſing her before they die. Her buſband 
talks of quitting India in a ſhort time, 
and returning to ſpend the remainder 
of his days in England. I will write by 
her, and introduce her to your acquaint- 
ance, as I think her extremely amiable. 
Mr. Scudamore comes to tell me I muſt 
ceaſe ſcribbling, as the pacquet muſt be 
made up to-day. Adieu, my deareſt, 
beſt friend ; tyink of me often, and be- 
lieve me ever yours, 


Emily Sundl | 
Mr. 
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I ns quarrelling with Emily, 
beeauſe- ſhe will not permit me to read 
hes letter to you. I have therefore told 
ber plainly, that ſhe may be jealous if 
ſhe chuſes, but I am determined. to 
write to you myſelf, if it is only for the 
pleaſure of abuſing her, which I cer- 
tainly ſhall do very beartily; and you 
will — Lam — that the deſerves 
no favour, who dares to write letters a 
huſband may not ſee. I know -ſhe fighs | 
after England, tho? ſhe would not have 
me know it; but I will tell you, that 
ber ſighs ſhall not laſt long, for I will re- 

turn as ſoon as my affairs are ſettled ; 
as that is uncertain, I would not men- 
tion a time to her which perbaps- 4 
might not be able to keep, | | | 

But -I forget that I was going t 
abuſe her. You will find how Title 
reaſon I have to indulge her, when! 
lay, that in ſpite of the luxuries of this 
place ſhe remains temperate,—in ſpite 
of overs, ſhe is chaſte, —and in ſpite or 
If — 


72 
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the climate ſhe is beautiful. She does 
not game, tho' nothing is ſo faſhion- 
able, —ſhe does not talk - ſcandal, tho? 
there is no other converſation in the 
X circle which ſhe frequents ;—and to 
2X ſum up all her cnmes and miſdemea- 
nors, ſhe reads ſermons to her depend- 
ents — Did you ever hear of ſo unac- 
countable a woman? or one ſo unfit for 
this place? ö 
Farewell, Eliza. I truſt I ſhall bring | 
pour friend to you in a ſhort time, 

with as many virtnes as ſhe had when 
you parted; and with as much love for 
you as you can poffibly e aver wane. 
one whe 0 botteve} doats UPON! i 
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Tour humble Servant, 
8 
Lan Soudamore: 
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_ Miſs Darnley to Mrs. Scudamore. 


Wansfard- Houſe, January 3, 1787. 


Yo UR letter, my deareſt Emily, 
was the moſt welcome meſſenger of 
Friendſhip. Io hear you are well muſt 
at all times give me pleaſure, but par- 
ticularly. fo after a ſilence which had 
given me great uneaſineſs. Let not 
unneceſſary. fear, my friend, embitter 
thoſe comforts you at preſent poſſeſs ; 
my affection for you is always the ſame, 
and whether you hear from me or not, 
my , ſentiments can never alter. If it 
were not improper to ſhew any ſigns 
of diſcontent, I, toq, would blame for- 
tune for our ſeparation; the bonds, 
however, of amity reach far beyond the 
diſtance at which we are now placed; 
love and kindneſs are not confined 
within the narrow circle of a Kingdom; 
they ſhine alike in every clime, and 
EQ 1 every 
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1 every good heart alike feels their influ- 

: , | ence. Affection, as J the bright lumi- 
nary of the day, güde the dawning of 
tbe morn, and adds freſh luſtre: to the 


evening ſhade. As our friendſhip was 
formed in that early period of liſe when 
the mind is moſt ſuſceptible of every 
tender ſentiment, and has thro' ſuc- 
ceeding years inereaſed in vigour, I 
doubt not but at the cloſe of life we 
ſhall have the heartfelt ſatisfaction of 
reflecting, that we have been mutual 
ſupports to each other: and ſhall have 
proved female friendſhip, not merely a 
chimera, but a bleſſing beſtowed by hea- 
ven on favoured mortals to male this 
rugged lite delightful;; | ©; n {1291 
Lou will expect I ſhould- give you 
ſome acgount of what is paſting amongſt 
your friends; but the truth is, I liye ſo 
retired, that, except in my on circle, 
Lam almoſt as little acquainted with 
the gay world as you are. With re⸗ 
ſped — —— 1 ſpend my time in pur- 
ſuing the plan I formerly marked out; 
Oun neighbourhood. has ſufferedi moſt 


ſeverely in the death of our amiakle and 
worthy. rector, Dr. Morton; to regret 


the loſs of ſo good a man would be ſelf⸗ 
uh, t vou can: ere imagine how 
e | much 
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much I want him; his advice was my 
„and his opinion, the teſt by 
which I Proved all my actions; if he 
applauded, I could not have à doubt 


of doing right. His ſoul was as much 
ſiuperior to flattery; as his firm mind 
was above being biaſs d by any acci⸗ 


dent. His amial = wife ſtill continues 
in the village; and as the living is not 
— : dipoled of, 1 the hows not "QUE the 
favourite, Fan welt, is ve 
T watried to a en farmer, — 
lives upon one of my eſtates, ſo that I 
till enjoy” her fociety. Her huſband'is 
a well informed; ſenſible man, and T 
flatter myſelf I ſhall at laſt have the 
pleaſure of ſeeing a happy matrimonial 
| Don't miſtake me, Emily, 
—— not to caſt a eenſure upon out, 
or my other married friends; but you 
are all ar too great a diſtance for me to 
judge 'iof your happineſs. Tell Mr. 
Scudamore I — obliged to 
him for his letter; he — not bave 
wand a fubject more to my tate than 
that be fixed upon. Your ftory of 
 Memior I thank you for, and well re- 
meinber how much J was pleaſed with 
der on board the Indiaman. It ap- 
III Pears, 
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= forgiveneſs! In the fight of heaven their 
ce˖rime is very great. 
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X pears, Emily, very extraordinary, how 
any parents who were not altogether 
void of feeling, could at ſuch a time, 
and ſo ſituated, forſake their child, tho 
ber conduct had been ever ſo imprudent. 
Where was that natural affection, which 
uwe fuppole feated by inſtinct in the 
beart? Had ſhe been an outcaſt of for- 
tune, ſent to plead for charity, how in- 
human ſhould we have thought them to 
have refuſed their protection But a 
X child!-—a belpleſs | 
2X ather friends but themſelves,” and who, 
as their daughter, had never offended, 
hat excuſe: can they plead? Well 


girl! who bad no 


they wiſh to ſee her, and beg her 


But whither am I rambling} I have 
been ſo ſhocked, '' that any creature, 


Z who has received ſo much from a mer- 
eiful creator, ſhould att in ſuch à di- 
rect contradiction to all his laws, that I 


cannot write with patience on the ſub- 
. 

I am ſo far from wondering at Dia- 
na's conduct, that I was all along con- 
vinced, that her chief motive for going 
along with you, was the proſpe@ of 


you 
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you will feel ſatisfied. that you did not 
prevent her -inclination from taking its 
full) ſcope, but allowed ber to ſhine an 
I look Seward with great baſin to 
the time when I ſhall once more ſee my 
Emily; I flatter myſelf, it will not now 
be long. Support that time, which 
you are obliged to remain, with a firm- 
neſs becoming your good underſtand- 
ing; and remember, whilſt you are in- 
dulging a fretful diſcontent, you are 
deſtroying the peace of a man you have 
vowed to love and honour, and who 
ſeems worthy of your tenderneſs. 1 
have ſent you all the newſpapers and 
magazines for the laſt year; perhaps 
make yo may for a moment amuſe, and 
ou, forget you are ſo far from 

ko {aver iow with an undiſſem- 
died aſſection, and who can n trath 
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1 anfert-thnſe February 28. 


2 Yo O R Jeter, my. Julia, gave me 
infinite pleaſure; but yet it was at- 
tended with ſome ſenſations not fo per- 
fectly agreeable, I felt athamed to re- 
cCeive a letter from you, before I had 
once acknowledged thoſe obligations I 

had ſo lately experienced from your 
amiable family. My warmeſt thanks 
are due to my dear Lady St. Clair, for 
ber attention; her many qualifications 
XZ have made an impreſſion on my mind 
that time cannot efface, and my bigheſt 
ambition is to follow her ſteps, the at 

an humble diſtance. Virtue cannot but 
be admired in every ſituation, but it 
muſt be particularly pleaſing, when 

placed upon an eminence where ſo 
many are apt to turn giddy with their! 
1 height our mother: unites in her per- 
| OT 120 WH ſon 
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fon thoſe leſſer aurtues, as the world are 
pleaſed to call them, which are yet dif- 
ficult to attain, with qualifications of a 
more important nature. That winning 
grace with which ſhe acquits herſelf on 
the moſt trifling occaſion, attended with 
true piety, has made her, in my opinion, 
a model, to follow which would be 
the ſureſt road to perfection. How )ẽè 
happy are you, my amiable friend, in 
fuch a parent? How many tears has the 
fight of Lady St. Clair coſt me? J, too, 
Julia, had a parent, bleſſed with bea- 
ven's beſt gifts; but, alas! I was de- 
prived of her at a time when her ad. 
vice was particularly neceſſary. It was 
the will of heaven in one year to de- 
prive me of both my amiable and ever. 
to be lamented parents. That I may 
be forgiven for the many hours I have 
ſpent in frunleſs tears, and I doubt: fin- 
ful regrets, is my earneſt prayer. 
Tou will tell me, Julia, I am grave; 
can you wonder at my being ſo, left in 
this wide world without one near con- 
nexion, a ſolitary being? and tho? for- 
tune has been liberal in her favours to 
me, I find many hours which might 
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have been agreeably employed in plea-. 
ſant ſcenes of domeſtic intercourſe. Iam 
* | 8 particularly 


Il ſhould remain ſo 
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particularly happy, my Julia, i in your 
friendſhip; in you I centre all my 
love; and whilſt we continue in 
this world, I am ſure our firm band of | 
amity will never be broken. 
You have often expreſſed a oe 
and particularly in E laſt letter, that 
ong in a ſtate of ce- 
libacy. As I find myſelf this morning 
in * 4 humour, I am determined to 
reſolve all your doubts. From my ear- 
leſt mfancy, you may rememember, I 
have been taught to reaſon and reflect. 
My excellent parents gave this bias to 
my mind, which, in the ſubſequent 
years of my life, I bave found produc- 
tive of the greateſt happineſs. How- 


ever, of this I may be certain, that if 


reaſon and reflection have not always 
produced as much poſitive happineſs as 
expected, they have, at leaſt, pre- 
ſerved me from many ſcenes of wretch- 
edneſs, which 1 might otherwiſe have 
encountered. 

Upon looking throu gh the world, 

and obſerving the hand life with no 
curious eye, I perceived (or thought 
I perceived) a want of that happineſs 
which unmarried lovers generally ex 
rr That connexion which has for its 
& - 2 W 
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end everything that is amiable and 
friendly to human nature; that con- 
nexion whieh was formed for the wiſeſt 


and beſt purpoſes, is, from the 1 7 


humours of prong frequently ren- 
dered a heavy yoke; a burthen dif- 
fieult to be borne. This obſervation, 

friend, does not imply a cenſure 
upon the ſtate elf, but upon the per- 
verſion of ſo ſacred an ordinance, Sin- 
_ Jean ſay with Milton, 


Hail wedded love, myſterious W by 
ee, 

Founded on reaſon, loyal, juſt, a pare, 
RKelations dear, and a the charities - 
Of father, ſon, and brother, firſt were 

known: 

No ſountain.of aneh Greets! 


| After making this havenrtdic! men- 
tion of matrimony, I, may be allowed 
to condemn thoſe who nA this houſe 
of love, and manſon of peace, into a 
den of wild animals. Indeed, too fre- 


quently have I ſeen thoſe, who in every 


eſpe had it in their power to make 
Achs other bappy, labour with no com- 
pꝓains to procure mutual mi 

1 do not abſolutely ſay that they ſt 


ee /ronmenting; yet fo — 
| they 


r 
1 
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they endeavour to give pleaſure to each 
ether, ſo ſeldom do they think it neceſ- 
fary, either to bear or forbear, that they 
drag through the remainder of their 
lives a miſerable exiftence. I ſay no- 
thing of the children of ſuch unhappy 
XZ marriages. Formed upon the model of 
their parents, they ſtep forth into hfe 
with the ſame paſſions and prejudices ; 
and in their turn act the ſame wretched 
part their parents did before them. 

. To engage, then, in a matrimonial 
| connexion, is & matter of much greater 
importance than the world generally 
imagines. If two perſons were to be 
mut up together in a box, and fight nll 

= hey were tired, then ſteep and fight 
= again, there would be nothing in it; 
but when this contentious humour: to 
be handed down from generation to ge- 
= neration, when. children's children are 
to be the unhappy ſafferers, better is it 
co remain not only almaſt, but a/tozether 
= And now, my min! rs: I think 
I hear you ſay I reafon too deeply. 
Perhaps that may be the cafe ; but as I 
muſt be the beſt judge of my own hap- 
= pinefs, I ſhall not attempt to make any 
= ?pology for the 3 of my ſents 


ments. 
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ments. After this I doubt not but you 
will imagine that J am determined to re- 
main in a ſtate of o/d-maid-iſm ; but per- 
haps you may be miſtaken. To many, 
a ſtate of celibacy abounds with com- 
forts, comforts which are not at all 
times to be exchanged for the precarious 
bappineſs of a married ſtate ; yet when 
that happineſs does arrive, hes love 
and confidence meet under the ſame 
roof, adieu every thought of ſolitary 
life. Welcome thoſe tender charities, 
that Milton ſpeaks of, which are pro- 
ductive of the higheſt ſtate of happineſs 
our beings are capable of enjoying in 
this hfe ; which ſupports us on our way 
through thoſe perplexed paths which 
muſt be paſſed by the happieſt of man- 
kind; and open a future proſpeR, 
where the deficiencies of this lower 
world will be effectually made up by 
uninterrupted love and perpetual de- 
light. „ .. 
I will not apologize to you, my 
friend, for the ſerious manner in which = 
I have anſwered. your letter; and only 
beg, that through every changing ſcene 
of exiſtence, I may find you the ſame. 
Make my beſt love to your dear father 
and mother, and tell them, my grateful 
| heart 
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1 will remember their ada to 


me whilſt it has any ſenſ: ation. 


*. 
1 


4 my Julia, yours, 
Eliza Bente. 5 
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LETTER iv. 


Ln Julia Harcourt, to Mit Darnky. 
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Levingflon 7 ; March 1. 


1 H AVE juſt peruſed my dear Eliza's 
letter, full-fraught with old. maid. im, and 
cannot ſay I am at all delighted with 
the ſentiments herein delivered. You 


tay, © you have looked at the world 


with no incurious eye;” ſo have num- 

bers, without . underſtanding it. Par- 

don me, I don't mean this as any re- 

flection on your own judgment, on the 
4 contrary 
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contrary but I will not pay my com- 
pliments that may. leck like flattery. 
The world, you may perbaps have 
heard, 1s large z and when you have 
ſaid that of it, you have affirmed what 
is only certain about it. You may be- 
told, indeed, it is wiſe, it is knowing, 
it is learned; or that it is a falſe world, 
a baſe degenerate world, a world of 
wickedneſs; or that it is a ſtrange world, 
a whimfical world, a cenſorious world; 

this, I ſay, you may be told, and no 
one perhaps tell an untruth about it. 
Only remember this, - that whatever 
fault or failing any perſons condemn in 
the world, they themſelves are almoſt 
ſure to be particularly guilty of it. Thus 
you cannot blame me for ſo often tra- 
verſing this Earth, drawing in every day 
of my life fo many pints of air, conſum- 


ing ſo much bread and water, without 


| having made one obſervation on the 
world. But ſeriouſſy, my dear friend, 
x you have been ſo dlofe an obferver 


of the matrimonial ſtate, it ſhould have 


been with a view to reform it, and not 
to ſhrink from it; and depend upon 
It, example is os every thing 1 in 
that caſe. | 


I cannot 
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I cannot agree with you that it is 
not fo happy a ſtate as unmatried peo. 
ple in general believe. I think it By 
far the moſt probable way to enjoy 
W carthly bappinefs, to enter into; the 
= connubial life, where two people are 
joined by mutual affection fornded ou 
eſteem, with a full intention to exert 
all their powers of pleaſing to render 
ect other blend. 
„Thought meeting thooght, and will pre 
venting wil. N 

« With boundleſs confidence] for naught. 


IIÞ but Jove + 1 8 214 
«4 Cart anſwer love, and render blifs ſecure.” 


When we find the caſe otherwiſe, be- 
lieve me it is no fault of the narried” 
ſtate; but owing to the improper man- 
ner in which people generally form 
their connexions. When we fee inte. 
reſt the chief motive of their union, aud 
the parties themſelves meet with the ut- 
= moſt indifference, is it to be wondered 


1 


W that averfion and difgaſt ſhould be the 
= conſequence, and that it ſhould end it 
= a miſerable ſeparation? 7. DST 
I think our Engliſh ladies ought, of 
all others, to fet the example of happi- 
neſs in a married life. The peculiar ad- 
= . vantages 
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vantages we enjoy in our laws and con- 
ſtitution, ſeem to point them out as 
Proper objects to ſhine in the domeſtic 
circle. Let me for a moment tranſport 
ou into Holland, where the beauteous 
female blots her fingers in the counting- 
houſe, and bears the whole load of 
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Will mercantile drudgery ; can it be expeQ- 
1 ed that ſhe will ſhane in the ſofter ſcenes 


of life? Or, let me convey to your 
imagination our more polite neighbours, 
the Madames of France, or the Signoras 7 
Haly.— The females of theſe countries 
are too little ſubject to the laws of re- 
ſtriction, to make a figure in private 
life. i, 5 
If too great confinement be the fault 
of Spain, the inhabitants of either fide 
of the Alps ſeem to have fallen into the 
oppoſite extreme; tho' liberty and free- 
dom of will be defirable, yet too great 
a licentiouſneſs of manners is an error 
ever to be avoided. The liberty of 
France, and the diſſoluteneſs of the 
Italians, are extremes in conduct equally 
unfavourable to happineſs in the mar- 
- ried life.— England, however, may 
boaſt greater things; tho' I am afraid in 
"ſome degree there is reaſon to think 
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the French. The genuine Engliſh la- 
dies (I mean thoſe whoſe manners and 
. morals have never been corrupted by 
eroſſing the Channel between Dover and 
Calais) poſſeſs the happy medium in 
vain to be met with in other nations. 
Here, we ſee beauty, not ſhut up in 
convents; here we behold virtue and 
ſymmetry reflect each other. The fe- 
males of England are too diſcreet to 
need reſtraint; and in general have 
= enough of livelineſs not to be depreſſed 
== with every misfortune. The gaiety of 
their hearts, which is the effect of vir- 
tue and innocence, enlivens the thorny 
path of life, ſmooths the rugged bed of 
care, and teaches their admiring coun- 
try-men, that to be cheerful and happy, 
is to be good. Are theſe fair nymphs 
devoted to the ſacred bands of wedlock? 
We behold the. lovely wite ſoothing the 
huſband's pain; we ſee the charming 
mother ſmiling upon her beauteous off. 
ſpring; whilſt the enamoured ſwain 
completes the pleaſing group, with /ooks 
of cordial love, hanging over his thrice 
bappy family.—Theſe are the ee 
of Britain! 
But let me not be partial; let me ſub⸗ 
join one word in behalf of manly vir- 
tue; 
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tue; where thoſe who rule have diſcre; 
rion, thofe who > 4 will have no rea- 
fon to complain of oppreffion: tis tbe 
coward who is cruel, the brave are 
ever open and generous. The fons of 
old England have always been the fons 
of N courage; and if our daughters 
Have grown up under our hands like a 
* and beautiful ſhrub, our 
bardy fons have lifted up their heads to 
heaven, like a towering and magnificent 
oak, which by its ſtrength protects, and 
by its ſpreading branches ſhelters the 
tender fhrub from every danger of 
the inclement ſky. nicks 
I think it is now high time that I 
ſhould put a ſtop to my diſquiſition upon 
the ſubject; and if my arguments in 
favour of matrimony have not perſuad- 
ed you to become one of that honour- 
able fraternity, at leaſt J hope, if ever 
again you bear me charged with levity 
or want of thought, you. wil do me 
the juſtice to acknowledge that I have 
ks 8 obſervations. on the world, and 
all things in it.— And that they have 
induced me, when a proper opportu- 
nity ſhall offer, to add. one more, to the 
* of happy couples. 
| Witneſs my Hand, 


Julia Harcouri 
L E T- 
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LETTER v. 


Mrs. . to Miſs Darnley. 5 


ow Ockober 6, 17 86. 


TR E ſeamen who navigate the ſhips 
that convey my letters to you, are 
much obliged to our friendſhip; for I 
continually offer prayers for p xg 
| ſervation, for fair winds, ſmooth, 
and quick paſſages. I have every rea- 
ſon to believe, and hope that my wiſhes 
are propitious, as I bear of many of 
ou arriving ſafe, and ſtill you receive 
few of my remembrances. Wha 
hall f accuſe then of this cruel negle& 7 
Not the winds or the waves, ſor they 
are very gallant ;, and were h a heathen, 
and olſeres. facrifices. to Amphitrite, I 
could not poſſibly expect more atten» 
tion than J receive. I muſt complain 
then of thoſe ſelfiſh men of buſinefs. 
who think of nothing but gain, and 


look on letters as mere matters of form 
and 
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and no better than waſte paper; and 
never conſider the anxieties and expec- 
tations, and thoſe heart-achs which the 

| loſs of them occaſion. But do not ima- 
gine I have vanity enough to think my 
prayers are of ſo much avail; for if I do 
but call to mind the love and affection 
every ſhip 1s freighted with, I cannot 
wonder they are in general ſo fortu- 
nate. - | 

I T havereceivedone pacquet from you 
fince I wrote laft, full of kindneſs and 
entertainment; it has tranſported me to 
England, and I am at this moment fit- 
ting with you in your drefling-room 
talking (in idea) over every ſubje& from 
which we extracted pleaſure in our 
younger days. I attend you to your 
green-houſe, your poultry yard, your 
ſhady walks, and tbe banks of that 
charming rivulet which waſhes thoſe 


hanging meadows, and winds ſo. ſweet- {| 


ly thro' your large domain. Here every 
thing is vaſt and magnificent! We can 
 ſhew you the Ganges or the Indus; but 
are ſtrangers to that little rippling cur- 
rent, which ſo often beautifies the Bri- 
tiſh landſcape, and, as Dr. Byron ſays, 


Would dance in ſoft murmurs the pebbles 
among“ ; 


At 
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At another time, in a mild tranquil 
evening we walk to your village, where 
you diſpenſe health and happineſs, and 
receive the bleſſings and thanks of all 
your dependants.—How happy, com- 
pared to the generality of the peaſants, 
are thoſe ſo depending; and how real 
and how permanent is your happineſs. 
drawn from ſo pure a ſource! How 
preferable to the princely bondage we 
ſuffer here!—where we cannot move 
without a train of poor wretches who 
tremble at a nod; and think a ſmile a 
bleſſing of too high a value to be enjoy- 
ed by perſons whoſe lot is ſervitude.— 
Poor creatures! I thank heaven, our 
domeſtics have no ſeverity to accuſe us 
of; and J hope they are at leaſt as hap- 
py as we can make them in their pre- 
ſent ſituation. 4 

I muſt confeſs to you a great weak- 
neſs, that I am yet hardly reconciled to 
their complexion : but I endeavour to 
reaſon myſelf out of ſo abſurd a preju- 
dice, by conſidering, that if they had 
been born ſubjects of Britain, it is poſ- 
ſible they might have poſſeſſed fairer 
ſkins; and, on the contrary, bad I 
been a native of Indoſtan, I might at 
this moment have been wetting | the 

Ks {- . __ 
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blinds of fome capricions beauty, who 
would cenfure or commend my ofh- 
ciouſneſs, as her humour directed; and 
perhaps reward me with a blow for my 
affiduity, if ſhe had no need for the ſer- 
vice I was engaged in. 85 
You, who are all benevolence and 
charity, can have no idea how your 
country-women treat theſe poor crea- 
rares ; who ſuffer their tyranny for the 
fake of preſent fupport, and bend be- 
neath the yoke, in general, with cheer- 
fulnefs, and fhow a faithfulneſs and ho- 


neſty which perhaps ſometimes are not 


to be found in the breafts of their maſ- 
ters. But you, who were always an 
enemy to ſcandal, will fay, Tgrow cen. 
ſorious, and that, difliking the country, 
F cavil at every one in it; that I am in- 
dulging a habit of mind, always of ra- 
pid growth, which will anfir me both 

for my preſent ſituation, and when I re- 


turn to that dear fpeck of the globe 


the. goal of all my bopes and withes. 
Seudamore has told me, that perhaps 


i another twelvemonth his affairs will 


be fo far ſettled as to allow us to leave 
India. How kind he is to give me this 
intelligence; and how grateful I feel for 
this proof of bis affection— H hufbands 

Ee” did 
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did but know how much they gain by 
giving to a wife (whoſe intereſt and hap- 
pinefs 1s inſeparable from their oon) 
their confidence, furely they would ne- 
ver withhold ſo eafy a method of con- 
ferring happineſs. 17 
Jou aſk my opinion of the world on 
this fide the water; whether it abounds 
with thoſe vices, thoſe follies, and thoſe 
crimes, which ſo debaſe and ſpoil the 
one I have felt ?—ExaQly the ſame, my 
dear Eliza! nor will you doubt it, when 
ou conſider who are the perſons that 
m this ſociety.— That they are men, 
wanting fortunes, and taking various 
methods to procure them; married to 
women chiettp adventurers, as merce- 
_ as themſelves; ſome, perhaps, 
with liberal educations, and fame with- 
out any. But comparing the ſmallnefs - 
of this place to your vaſt metropohs, I 
believe upon the whole we are quite as 
good; and could I ceaſe to pine after 
thoſe friends from whom IT am fepa- 
rated, and endeavour to look on the 
bright fide of the picture, J ſhould . 
ten meet, not only with entertainment, 
but, what a lefs ferious mind than my 
own would call, pleaſure. 


The 
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The ladies here have no care about 
their houſes or their famulies,—I mean, 
they abound in ſo much plenty, that the 
wants of a family never prey upon the 
ſpirits; and fine cloaths, fine equipages, 
and fine houſes, help to keep up that 
gaiety which takes poſſeſſion of hearts | 
at eaſe ; neither filled with deep know- 
ledge, or deep thought, and which are 
not much troubled with ſenſibility. This 
makes the women lively compamons, 
and the men, by affociating ſo much 
with us, become attentive and polite, 

We have concerts in a very good | 
ſtyle, (in which I ſometimes take a part) 
and dramatic performances by gentle- | 
men and ladies above mediocrity ; but 
of theſe I can be nothing more than a 
ſpectator, not having confidence enough 
in my own abilities to venture to appear 
in ſo public a ſituation. My huſband 
has attempted tragedy, and I believe, 
would he attend to the art, and give up 
ſome time to it, he would probably ſuc- 
ceed; but he ſays it is not his profeſ- 
ſion, and he leaves it to thoſe who have 
more time to throw away, and minds 
more inclined to * amuſements. 


Farewell, 
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Farewell, Ehza! my next will be con- 
veyed to you by Mrs. Dennifon, my 
lively Eleanor. Do not forget to make 
my remembrances to all my favourites, 


your 


Emily Scudamore. 


L E T. 


and to thoſe who have not yet forgot 
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LETTER VL 
Miſs Courtney, to Lady Julia Ha reourt. 


March 9. 


OpprtssED and bending beneath a | 


load of grief, that at preſent almoſt de- 
prives me of ſenſation, to whom ſhall I 
unboſom myſelf, but to you, my ſympa- 
thizing Julia? 

Mrs. Gibſon, our dear Mrs. Gibſon, 
is no more! How will that ſentence 
wound your feeling heart! The friend 


of our early years, —ſhe who pointed 


out to us the paths of virtue, is ſnatched 


away by the cold hand of death My 
agonies at this time are not to be de- 


ſeribed. She was ſeized with a violent 
fever, which in a few days put a period 


to her valuable life; ſne had ſcarce any 


lucid intervals from the beginning 


of her diſorder, till within a few mo- 


ments of her death. ” 
As I was ſtanding weeping over her, 


_ the looked a little more compoſed, and 


 ſoatching 
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ſnatching my hand with the little re- 
maining ſtrength ſhe had left, preſſed it 
to her lips, exclaiming, My child! 

— Selina! who fhall comes thee ?”. 
and ſoon after expired. You may 
judge of my ſituation; I fell ſenſeleſs on 
_ the floor, and for ſeveral hours all ef- 
forts tO reſtore me were ineffectual. But 
it was the will of heaven that I ſnould 
not remain in that enviable ſtate; I 

awoke once more, fully ſenſible of all 
the horrors of my ſituation —Forlorn! 
diſconſolate ! wretched! 

Soon after this event ſome diſtant re- 
lations of my dear departed benefac- 
treſs came to take poſſeſſion of her houſe 
and effects. But how unlike herſelf! 
One of them obſerving me almoſt ſtu- 
pified with grief, told me very plainly, 
that as he faw the ſcenes around me 
only ſerved to heighten. my diſtreſs, I 
= 2 packing up and preparing for 

parture. How his words piereed 
15 fl W hither ſhall I go, thought I, 
lel alone, a miſerable being in this wide 
world; — to whom ſhall I apply for re- 
lief? Early negleGied by my parents, 
from whom alone I had a claim for 
prote&on ; now deprived by the ftroke 
of heaven, of a friend who bad been 
more 
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more than a parent to me,—W hat will 


become of me! N 
Oh! my friend, how cutting is the 


reflection that my own relations never 


enquire after me — But let me not raſh- 
ly blame them, perhaps they have been, 
hike myſelf, children of misfortune; and 
are now ſtruggling with all the hard- 
ihips of adverſity. Or, perhaps, fate 
has long ſince put a period to their ex- 
iſtence; and I, wretched outcaſt! am 
the only remaining branch of my miſe- 
rable family. | 

But do not, my dear Julia, do not be 


too much diſtreſſed for me; I have for- 


titude, and I truſt, on this trying occa- 
fion, I can exertit. Reaſon and reflec- 
tion will do much for me. Heaven, 
for its own wiſe purpoſes, had thought 
fit to ai me; but I have this heart- 
felt ſatisfaction, that there will never be 


laid upon the children of affliction, bur- 


- © 


thens heavier than they are able to 
bear. Leh Tart; 

- To your dear mother I now apply, 
as the only ſurviving friend I have, for 
counſel and advice. I know her good- 
neſs will prompt her to point out to me 
the beſt method for my future plan of 
life. I think if any old lady wanted a 
_— companion 
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companion to read to her, that ſpent a 
very retired life, it would be the moſt 
eligible to my preſent turn ofmind ; for 
indeed, my dear friend, I am ill calcu- 
lated for the buſtle of a public life. But 
whatever your mother thinks beſt for 
me, that I will, with all the cheerfulneſs 
in my power, purſue. I make no apo- 
logy to you, my beloved friend, for 
thus pouring out before you the ſorrows 
o 


Selma Courtney. 
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LETTER vn. 


. 
* 


* 


| 
| 
| 
| 
Lady Julia Harcourt, to Miſs Darnley. ] 
! 
: 


- 3 * 


* 


5, = 


© | Levingflon-Abbey, March 10. 


I HAVE juſt received a letter from 
my friend Selina Courtney, which has 
rendered me unfit for any ſociety but 
yours, my Eliza; to you, I can, with 
unreſtrained confidence lay open every 
feeling of my heart. She infarms me of 
jd the death of our worthy Mrs. Gibſon ; 
| 2 a circumſtance, which would at any 
ll time have given me pain, but the pe- 
E culiarity of my poor friend's ſituation, 
muſt make it ſo truly diſtreſſing to her, 
that I am afraid her ſpirits, naturally 
weak, will be hardly able to ſuſtain the 
— TP - 698 
You have often, I am ſure, heard me 
x praiſe her for perſonal graces and men- 
| tal accompliſhments ; ſhe certainly poſ- 
ſeſſes both in a much more eminent de- 
gree than is in general the lot of human 
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beings; and joins with chem, a diſpo- 


ſition io, ſweet, ſo engaging, tbat it is 
ws ie to knom her, and not love 


She was, Wben very young, 


brought to Mrs. Gibſams fchool- to bet 


educated; by a middle-aged, | decent- 


looking woman, whom Selina at that 
time called the honfe-keeper ; but has 
now no recollection of, neither can ſlie 


remember the place ſhe came: from, or 
give any account of her family or friends. 


The cluaths ſhe brought with ber were 


expenſive; and ſeemed to; denote pro- 


fuſeneſs in thoſe who bad procured: 


them for her. A large allowance was 


ſent regularly every qu quarter by an un- 


known hand; but aſter this noma ttt, p 
her, no oneicam#to ſe her. :: of 


One day as Mrs. Gibſan was: look: 
ing amongſt her cloaths, the | perceived: 
2 ſmaliÞbox;! it contained a jewel of 
great value, wrapped un in a piece of 
whitepaper, in Which theſe words were 
written in a female hand, T bis jewel 
muſt be conſtautly worn by Selina, as a 
token of remembrance from a dear 
lriend, now for ever loſt to G 

On my firſt going to tlie fchool, the 
ſtricteſt friendſhip» nenen between. 

20181181 16 29; 1at tt Ron 


Vol. I I. D | 6 We 


— 


—U— ̃ RIES ere en ent Ar. 


30 WREATH OF” FRIENDSHIP. 


wa. cc We have Mll ſlept toge ther ; SEQ 
-' </Roſe at an inſtant;ʒ learned, play's, 


570. e ekt together: | 
A And whereſoc'er we — Uke 
$9 01 + Juno's twans, Mo; vow) 


22 Stil we went coupled and inſe- 
dt 18 pardble:?:! 

I now; flatter myſelf this friend ſhip 
will end but with our exiſtence. 51 

About three years ago the remittances 
which had been before ſo. regularly ſent, 
entirely ceaſed; | Mrs. Gibſon carefully 
concealed this | circumſtance from the 
reſt of the ſchool. Soon after this, on 
account of her: increaſing age and — 
mities, ſne declined that fatiguing way 
of liſe; and too a ſmall houſe in a vil 
lage about twenty miles from — 
Thither ſhe: retired, with Miſs Court- 
ney for her companion, and they have 
lived together ſince that time perfectly 
happy and contented . then, 
how much the loſs of this good woman 
will afflict my dear friend 

As ſoon as I had read her e — 
a little recovered myſelf, I carried it to 
my mother. Ever awake to the im- 
pulſes of ſenſibility, which in her ariſe 
not only from a delicacy of feeling, but 
from the more ſolid motives of 3 


ſhe 
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| ſhe readily joined with me in dropping 
a tear to the memory of an old friend. 
J rejoice, my Julia,” ſaid ſhe, © that 
you will now have an opportunity of 
convincing Selina of the ſincerity of 
our friendſhip ; and have now an aſy- 
Ac to offer her. I will go with you 
myſelf to-morrow, to bring her here, 
and we will join our efforts to alleviate 
thoſe diſtreſſes which at this time ſhe 
cannot but feel. ”— 
Ohl my Eliza! how thankful ought I 
to be to Heaven for blefling me with pa- 
rents ſo indulgent to all my wiſhes/— 
May my heart be ever grateful to them 
for the daily proofs they give me of af- 
fection; and may I, by a return of kind 
attentions, ſmooth their paſſage through 
the vale of life. I have indulged in a 
recapitulation of paſt ſcenes, till every 
eye but mine is cloſed in balmy ſleep. _ 
_ How ſtill and ſolemn is this midnight 
ſcene ! . Good night, my Eliza. That 
your guardian angel may hover round 
your pillow, and protect you from 
every ſtroke of adverſe fortune 
Prays, your... © 
4 Juli Harcourt. 
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ady Julia Harcourt in continualion. 


1 deferred ſendivg g you this letter till 
J could give you the pleaſing intelli- 
gence of Selina s being ſafely lodged 
under this hoſpitable roof. 
My mother and myſelf went eg gef | 
rerday morning for her: We found 
in very low ſpirits, and much affected 
at the tight of us; but my mother's re- 
peated des of friendſhip and pro- 
teclion, ſeemed rather to revive her. I 
hope a little time ſpent amongſt friends 
that love her ſo much will entirely re- 
ſtore ber. She is more lovely, more 
beautiful than ever. I am very deſir- 
ous that you ſhould ſee her, as I am fure 
vou will admire her. Her liberal educa- 
tion has had the beſt effect; and ſhe ſeems 
to have made the greateſt uſe of thoſe 
excellent inſtructions which have been 
given her by her good tutoreſs. © Tho? 
beautiful in a very high degree, ſhe has 
not the leaſt tincture of affectation; her 
eneral behaviour is not ſo much to at- 


tract the admiration of others, as to 2 
" | 2 133 5 er 
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fer happineſs on all around her. You 
will readily believe what a fincere ſatis- 
faction it is to me to have this friend 
conſtantly with me; to partake of all my 
amuſements and entertainmetits. To us 
who reſide ſo conſtantly in the country, 
ſhe will indeed be a valuable acqui- 
My father received her with all the 
affection of a parent; called her his ſe- 
cond Julia, and ſaid ſhe might aſſure 
herſelf, that as long as he lived, ſhe 
ſhould never be in want of à comfort 
able home; and in return he would 
make one requeſt to her, that ſhe would 
for the future endeavour to be cheerful 
and happy,—Selina dropped a tear of 
_ gratitude, but at that moment could not 
old neighbour, Lord Moxrdington, is 
come to dine with us, a bleſſing. we do 
not often enjoy; and if he feels himſelf 
as choleric as he did the laſt time he 
was here, I am of opinion he would be 
better at home. He is expecting bis 
ſon from bis travels every day; if he 
reſembles his father in his diſpoſition, I 
pray heaven to keep bim far from the 
pPreſence of your 


© 


| Julia Harcourt. : 
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1. THANK y you, my Ader fiend: for: 
your congratulations. - They found me 
at Wansford, about an hour after I had 
taken poſſeſſion of my living, which, 1 
believe, will _ full hve” bundred 
4 131K | 
When I came to Wansford, I found 

thelate Rector's lady ſtill in the houſe; 
and, as J hate to-wound a feeling mind, 
and the tears produced by affliction are 
more'than I can bear, J hefitated ſome 
time, in what manner I ſhould. proceed, 
ſo as to give poor Mrs. Morton notice 
of my arrival, without at the ſame time 
reminding her of the loſs ſhe had ſuſ- 
tained.” I found, however, that report 
had been buſy ever fince my arrival, in 
nnn the news from houſe to 
houſe, 


WREATH Or FRIENDSHIP: 355 


houſe, till it had arrivedi at that which 
I was ſo afraid of diſtreſſing. 
Whilſt I fat at tea I received a ; meſ- 
ſage from the lady, deſiring to ſee me. 
I went immediately, and I think I ſhall 
be the better for the viſit as long as 1 
live. Mrs. Morton's unfeigned forrow, 
mixed with ſuch a cheerful refiguation, 
bas impreſſed itſelf ſo deeply on my 
mind, — ſhall ever reſpect her cha- 
racer; and only wiſnh, that in my mi- 
niſtry, I may follow the ſteps of that 
holy man ſhe now laments. His death 

is / univerſally regretted. He might 
juſtly be called the father of the afflict- 
ed! To be in want, or ſorrow, were 
fufficient recommendations to him. Tou 
will eaſily believe how much I have been 
delighted with this account of him. 
You have. often rallied me on my ſerious 
turn of mind. I have ſtudied human 
nature with ſome degree of attention; 
and ba ve had ton often reaſon to re- 
gretithe depraved flate it is: no in; 


— therefore, ta aejoĩce 
have found one imanzowhoſa: memory. 


alone is ſufficient to! ar de- 
lightful emotions. e iin non 

Tho your temper and diſpoſition are 
both of — natute, yet: Ik nom you 
A999 D 4 * Will 
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wall pardon me for theſe ſerious reflec- 
tions. I wilk not however treſpaſs upon 
you; but proceed on my ſtory. After 
having taken poſſeſſion, I ſupped with 
Mrs. Morton; and the Curate, whom 
ſhe: had obligingly invited. Mrs. Mort 
ren e a ne a houſe 
ready prepared for ber in the village; 
to which. ſhe could remove the very 
next day. I begged her to continue 
where ſhe was ag much longer as was 
agteeable or convenient to herſelf; 
and 10 make her perfetily eaſy, agreed 
to judge with Mr. Watſon, (the eurate]) 
who ſeems à modeſt wel behaved man, 
and has a wife and family. At this 
ptace. of refidence Ine am, and think 
I ſhall remain ſome time, gas dhꝭ life of a 
ſolitary bachelor is to me the moſt un 
comfortable are in the world. 
Watſon is a very agreeable compa- 
nion, and his wie well-informed; bis 
children too to be: troubleſome; 
and old enough to bee · very entertaining; 
— my friend, you muſt come 
— — now am. E\ſhall 
not feel my ſelſiſatisſied till you arrive; 

your friendſhip has been the cordial 
that has given a reliſhi to every ſcene, 


_ bas ſmoothed _ hours when 
| F every 


4 
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every other amuſement ſeemed to fail. I 
ſhall expect you ſoon, for as your friend- 
ſhip has been the comfort of all my paſt 
years, it muſt make a large part of what 
is to come, or the change will not * 
for the better, 

I have been buſy, preparing for hs 

you know my fears are not few, 

we I ſhould labour in the Vineyard in 
vain. However, I will do my beſts 
and what I am deficient in eloquence, 
I will endeavour to make up by exam- 
ple. I am pleafed that fortune bas 
placed me in à village, as here I ſhall 
bave it in my power to be of more real 
uſe, than in a more extenſive fituation. 
Had I laboured ever ſo hard to reform 
the world, my labour would have been 
but vanity and folly; but in a fmall cir- 
ele, a taper will ſend forth an agreeable 
ray of light: It is the fun alone that can 
_ 1ts nene dime on the Whole 
g be. r 4 

I have ſeen a of y ee 
yet. The ſituation is delightful; and 
as the eountry had always more charms 
for me than a life of folly and noiſe, 
you will not wonder that 1 ſign myſelf 
— rm W 365 
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Yo U-are, — lazy, my dear Eliza, 
that I am obliged to continue writing 
without waiting for your anſwers; or I 
verily believe all intercourſe would 
ceaſe between us. Could I hear that 
oo were on the point of marriage, and 
ſly employed in preparing bridal 
fnery, I would try to forgive you; but 
fill to perfiſt in old maid-iſm, and live 
entirely by yourſelf, without, even writ- 
ing to your friends, is an inſult not to 
be borne. That love ſhould be the firſt 
ſubject of my pen this day, you wok 
not wonder, for, le, almighty lo, is 
to be the only thing particularly con- 
ſidered in this ſheet of paper. And that 
there can be no love without a lover, -is 
very plain; therefore to him muſt I di- 
rect your attention. But I will not 
hurry you too prpcipitately into the gen- 
11 0 tleman's 
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tleman's acquaintance, you muſt he in: 
troduted in proper form, 26 3 
Ide finevels/of the weather yeſterday 
aſternomn. tempted Selina and: mylelf 
to ſtroll into the garden. On our return 
we were informed that, Sir Robert 
Midford was in the drawing- room, a 
gentleman WhO has lately bought an 
eſtate 1 in this! neighbourhood; and hav- 
ing ſome time ago a flight acquaintange 
with my. father, bad availed himſelf of 
that Circumſtance; i that be might enjoy 
a little ſociety for the ſnort time he was 
to ſtay in this part of the country. We 
immediately, like all; , ladies, be⸗ 
gan to flatter. ourſelves he might be an 
agreeable man; and as beaux are not 
very common dere, thought, it would 
be the moſt eee dan to Wien the 

donne 1 
But how ſhall I give you an idea of 
the hero, that our imaginations had 
formed ſo brilliant? be is very tall, and 
ſo thin, that without you have ſeen the 
ſtarved apothecary in Romeo and Ju- 
het, you cannot imagine ſuch a ſkeleton. 
—His complexion 1s a bright beautiful 
olive, which, contraſted wth the white 
powder in his nice peruke, has, a ſtrik- 
ing ellect. The whole caſt of his coun- 
 , tenance, 
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renance, I have not the leaſt doubt, is 
ſet at the glaſs every morning before 
he emerges ; and the moſt extraordinary 
oecaſion in the world, would not tempt 
him to alter one muſcle. —Hisiconverſa- 
tion is as formal as his perſon; and 
therefore Selina and I remained bufily 
employed in making fowers,: without 
attending to what was going forward. 
But this, as you ſhall bear in the Te- 
quel, turned to our advantage. 
When he took his leave, my father 
very politely ſet him to the hall, where 
he turned round, and with tbe utmoſt 
Ir addreſſed him, My Lord 
St. Chir, I have for ſome time been 
making accurate obfervations on the 
_—_ part of the creation,” with a view 
future eſtabliſhment in life; my 
— has hitherto been fruitleſs, „ a8 1 
never have met with a woman I thought 
worthy to become che partner of my 
Joys. This afternoon I have obferved 
emething in youre daughter, which 
leads me to think ſnie is the #724 of m- 
anion” I wiſh for; ſhe has "happily 
ended the poliſſi of a pohte educa- 
tion, with the ſteadineſs of à country 


fe; and if 1 enn be o fortunate as to 
N HE 17 FED Sock 121 gain 
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0 the young lad7. 


| formidablea ſiege. This morning about 


As ſoon as 
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gain your approbation, I have not the 
teaſt doubt m—_— RO e 


My father enjoys a joke 
me too well, to let this go paſt him; 
therefore beg gged by all means he would 


ſpeak to me himſelf, as it was his deter- 


mination never to bias my mind in the 


leaſt degree; and requeſted be would 


breakfaſt with us the next morning, 
when he would undertake to give him 
an mene to make his own ad- 


dreſs. 


Lou may ſuppoſe. what a very agreea- 
ble evening I had, in expectation of fo 


ten the beau arrived. Breakfaſt is at 
beſt : but à formal meal, but this was 
worſe than common; my father all the 
while enjoying bimſelf ſo much, I was 
afraid | he would have fcalded himſelf 
more than once with his chocolate. 
poffible he led out my mo- 
ther, giving Selina a nod to follow 
them; but that I abſolutely prevented 
by ſeizing fo faſt bold of her band, that 
without ſhe had made a riot, ſhe had n 
chance of eſcaping. The worthy Baro« 


Det however WAS determined that ſhould 
Nd not 
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not prevent his intention, for he in- 
ſtantly moved to a vacant ſeat by my 
ſide; but looking full at me, L —— 1 
looked chilling, and thereſore he wiſely 
conſidered that love had better not be 
the firſt ſubject. He aſked me with 
great deliberation, if I was fond of li- 
terature. Literature, Sir; ““ Ves, 
Madam, I mean as you lead a retired 
life, you muſt ſpend a great part of your 
time in reading, and conſequently muſt 
be fond of it.“ No, indeed, Sir, I 
am not at all fond of i it; but I can read, 
and Lao read, Sir, for L read the morn- 
ing papers every day; and thai for a 
lady, and give me leave to add 2 
of quality; is doing a great dęal. - 
beg your pardon, Madam, then 
1 preſume vou are fond of the more po- 
lite amuſements of muſic and drawing.” 
Tes, Sir, you are right, I am: as 
Ford of polite amuſements as any body, 
but not muſie and drawing; I ſhould 
be very ſorry to ſit ſcratching: paper 
with a pencil all day long, or to be 
ſtrumming at my harpſichord to get the 
laſt leſſon my maſter ſent me, perfect, 
againſt he came to hear me 10 it ib If 
al am to have muſic, let it be at the Ab- 
700 bey : 
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bey; and then there is ſomething to 


pleaſe the eye as well as the ear. But 


the amuſements I like beſt, are routs, 


balls, plays, maſquerades - Oh! how 


much I ſhould like to be out all night 


at a maſquerade! to ſay every thing 1 
choſe, and to hear every thing the com- 
pany choſe to ſay to me, — I cannot 
ſuppoſe any thing more charming??? 

I am ſorry to find, Madam, that I 
have been a little deceived in your cha» 
racer.” “ If you have been deceived, 


+ + 


Sir, I am ſorry for it too, but give me 


leave to tell you, if you have been con- 
verſing in this neighbourhood, it is no 
wonder you are deceived; for they are 


a. ſet of baſe, narrow- minded, malici. 
ous people, and no doubt would tell 


you that I was a Poor, mean-ſpirited,; 
pitiful creature, and could take no plea- 
ſure in the Joys of a town life. But al- 
et you right, Sir, nobody 

could enjoy gaiety more than myſelf; 
and if I was not kept here by reſtraint, 
J would live in a conſtant racket.” 
Don't miſtake me, Madam, I do not 
mean that any one has miſrepreſented 
your character to me, but that from my 
own obſervation of your behaviour 
004 yeſterday, 
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. I. took alan: to be * meek, 
modeſt, 22 i ; 

«6 Meck. — modeſt p., 1 interrupting 
him; and pray, Sir, has any thing in 
my conduct this morning given you a 
Bight to alter your opinion? Do you 

mean to inſinuate that I am paſſionate 
and 4 That is an inſult not to 
be borne. Far be it from me, Lady 

Julia, to wiſn to inſult you; but as we 
to miſunderſtand 6ne another en. 
wer, and as the ſubject I wiſhed to 
bave ſpoken upon will be now anne- 
ceſſary, I will, with your leave break 
up the conforence.” 4 readily agreed to 
this propoſal, and tbe — mak - 
ing a very ſme bow to us, withdrew; 
filly convinced, that there is not one 
1 that has a mee 
ö diſeretion-. 

Sclina was quite hocked| at my me- 
thod of treating lovers; but I quieted 
ber conſcience as well as I could, and 
we joined my father. and mother in the 
garden, — I: was obliged to inform 
1 to account for 
the gentleman's haſty departure. My 
father laughed exteedingly; my mother 
fthook her head, and looked a world of 


Kebihflex reproaches; 


2 Pd 
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reproaches; all that, however, I was 
obliged to bear, as I certainly deſerved 
it. But depend upon it, however fligh- 
ty I may be to the beaux, I am always 
ſteady in friendſſip, and will ever re- 
main, ie Fr 
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Henry Drummond, Ejj. to the Rev. 
Edward Seymour. 


* 
— 


Weftbury-Lodge, April 8. 


'T xxjorce, my dear Edward, to 
hear you are ſo well ſatisfied with the 
ſituation of your benefice. I will cer. 
tainly come and ſee you, as you ſay it 
will be no inconvenience to the family 
at whoſe houſe you refide. I have no 
objection to be the gueſt of a country 
parſon; their wives generally make | 
good puddings, and the huſband is of. 
ten a cheerful companion. 1 
I like the account you give me of the 
late incumbent's widow, and the reflec- 
tions thereunto belonging; but don't let 
your enthuſiaſm for the memory of your 
predeceſſor, carry you quite ſo far as it 
once did an acquaintanceof mine, who, 
on taking poſſeſſion of a living in 85 
+4 WD | ſtyle 
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ſtyle you have done; found the widow 
in the ſame predicament; and to prove 
to the world his admiration for the cha- 
racer of - her firſt huſband, married the 
reli, who was as old as his mother, 
and without a ſhilling but a ſmall life an- 
nuity. She did bim the honour | to live 
many years, to convince him of her 
gratitude, and to give him an opportu- 
nity of every day © feeding the hungry 
| and cloathing the naked;“ which 
fes he performed for her ſome time ber | 
fore ſbe, or rather he was releaſed: | 
fince which period he has never dared to 
enter into another engagement. But 
perhaps was he to hear of Dr. Morton's 
fame, and his widow's ſorrow, be might 
| ſtep forth as your rival, and her com- 
forter, and the ebampion of all Foray 
divines departed this life. 
I am in a better humour with my un- 
de than when I wrote laſt, the reaſon I 
believe is, his being in a better humour 
with me; and Weſtbury would calm 
© the very devil bimſelf; he has ſo much 
Jof the milk of buman kindneſs in his 
compoſition, and is the propereſt per- 
4 cake the world t to live Wun his chorliſh 
ather. atk | 


Fl 


% WW 


7 2 * * = 


Yeſterday 
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* Yeſterday we dined at Lord St. 
Clair's, who had waited on Lord Welt. 
bury the day after his arrival, and re. 
BY we r be 4. . 1 Og 


J 


Jay 28 the 1 us 5 Not I, indeed, 
cannot viſit, Sir, I have got the gout, 
and that is not an agreeable gueſt to car- 


ry abroad with one. . Beſides, Sir, | 


7 girl is a giggling girl, and I don't 


e) ſuch ʒ they don't ſuit an old man; 


laugh at his infixmities, and ridi- | 
cule his dreſs and his peculiarities; not 


conſidering they are far [worſe them. 
ſelves, .. Beſides, I cannot talk nonſenſe 
to ladies Now.” | But the young men 
can, my lord, and I will take care to 
entertain you, and leave the youths to 
chance. Well, St. Clair, 17 will try 

this once, and if I don't like this * 
Tl come no more; mind that, I won't 


be teaſed.” Lord St. Clair acquiefced F 


in this determination, e verde 
Was the day fixec. 

It is amazing to me, how all the peo- 
ple of this place yield to the peculiar 
diſpoſition of this odd mortal, and take 


all * 3 in good part. W hat 
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t. Na time his poor wife muſt have had, 


. who, I am told, was extremely amia» 
e. ble; all gentleneſs and affability; and 
s | who is ſtill ſincerely lamented: by her 


le 
18 well as mind. 
But where am T cambling? I meant 
t, te give you an account of our vifit, 


L- 
„ urite bas been the only ſubject I have 
either talked of, or thought upon. 


Wonderful, you will ſay, that Harry 
Drummond could dwell upon any one 
ſubject for twenty-four hours! But this 


but, my friend, it is the charms of Lady 
time fixed my attention. Her gaiety, 


quite obliterated every trace of poor Ro- 


r on, <>. Va Aw a” ˙ m ˙—˙ Av > and 


in her band, paſſed by my imagination 
and reſtored me to myſelf, but not to 
tranquillity. How ridiculous are ou 

juvenile attachments, and bow much I 
lament the forming one that I fear ſtands 


preſerment. 


ſon, who inherits her virtues, and is 
ſaid to be very like her in potion as 


which, till the moment I fat down to 


is really the caſe; and I have an idea 
that I am beginning to grow wile. You 
will be very glad to bear it, I know, 
Julia Harcourt that have for ſo long a 


her wit, and her elegance, had almoſt 


© {alia; who, with the word matrimony 


in dane my of all * hopes and all my 
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preferment. I have filled my paper fo 
effeQually, I believe, I muſt be obliged 
to give you a ſketch of our viſit * 
day; beſides, we are going to ride out, 
in hopes Les, in Popes of meeting 
Lady Julia, and ber beautiful friend, 
Mils Courtney. 

Adieu! I am ever yours. Let me 
hear from you ſoon. You know I like 


nothing ſo well as nn ne 


* way . 
r Drummond 
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Vi; U ſhall 991 a Seon Lie. my 


friend, chide me for being idle. I have 


received bath your —— which are ſo 
very unlike each other. that bad I not 


known your writing, I might eaſily 
have | miſtaken vou for a new corret- 


pondent. ie | | 
Your amiable. Fapathy. for "Miſs 
Courtney? s ſufferings ſhews your cha- 


rafter in the true ll. Tour flights of 
fancy exerciſed on poor Sir Robert, 
vere fair, I think ; as he was properly 
puniſhed for ſuppoſing he bad penetra- 


tion enough to ſee your character in a 
couple of hours, when 1 ſcarce underſtand 


it, who have ſtudied you for years. 


You ſay Jam unſociable, and will nei- 


105 1 vou nor te 5 7 me I 
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ſhould | have infinite pleaſure in doing 

th | 

I have had Mrs. Morton with me for 
ſome days paſt; ſhe is now! gone to her 

- own houſe, and this her en rhood has 
got the acquiſition of a very amiable 
young clergyman; he pleaſed both the 
grave and gay on Sunday. Unfortu- 
nately for me, I had a cold, and was 
obliged to be confined: at home; but I | 
had the en ure of an bim yeltey 

| ike & 4 bang fine, I'walked down 

to enquire after Mrs. Morton's health, 
HY her new houſe.;' "when Foentered, (ſhe 
faid, my dear Miſs Darnley, I am re- 
Jotced you are come, as I expect Mr. 
Seymour to tea, and I wiſh ſineerely to 
have you introduced to him, as I think 
he is the: man alone who-can make you 

W RAS _ I miled atthe-good'old lady's 
6 eſs;Cbug #fured her T:conld not 
l, a8 1 found: my cold very indi- 
ferent; and as to any happineſs' Mr. 
Seymour eould afſord me, I was certain 
ſhe was miſtaken, as 1 bad reſolves ne- 
ver to alter my tion. 

"WH + we were gebating as i aal 
rbis ſubject, the ſervant: . Mr. 
Seymour. 1 confeſs I felt aſhamed, 

though 
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though I knew not why. His addreſs 
was polite, and my worthy friend in- 
| troduced me with ſo many encomiume, 


that J moſt heartily wiſhed myſelf elſe. 


where. I know, Julia, your eurioſity 
to have a deſcription of this gentleman 
will be great; had I your lively pen J 
might do him Juſtice ; but as it is, your 
own imagination muſt aſſiſt me. —Muſt 


[ begin with his perſon ? withont doubt, 


as I ſurely; cannot judge of his mind in 


one afternoon, for Julia 1 did NY 


-4 mere eurvofity. 

He is above the middle lite and 
well made; bas à dark complexion, 
with the fineſt eyes I ever ſaw; they 
convey an exprefion of goodneſs in 


every glance; bis teeth are white and 
regular, and bis ort enſemble juſt what 1 


would” wiſh in a brother. The conver- 


fation was at firſt ſo very grave and 


languid, that I repented ſeveral times 
that I had ſtayed ; however, as we be- 
came better acquainted, it took a more 
animated turd, and when I looked at 
my warch I found nine o'clock was ap- 
proaching faſt. I had not ordered the 


coach, therefore was obliged to accept 


Mr. Seymour's um on attending me 
home. 
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He declined going in with me, but 
begged I would allow him the honour 
of calling the next morning to enquire 
after my health. He came as 1 expect. 
ed, and fat. a couple of bours. He 
wiſhed much to be admitted a member 
of our reading ſociety, but I affured 
him it was impoſſible, as we had re- 
fuſed to admit the huſbands of thoſe la. 
dies who were members, and he had 
not ſo good a right to expect _ 
gence; he ſmiled and replied, tho". he 
had not the happineſs of being a hu. 
band at preſent, it was the firſt with of 
his heart to meet with a lady, Who, with 
the requiſites to make a matrimonial 
plan delightful, had the inclination to 
make him a buſband. I told him he had 
better retain thoſe ideas of the married N 
life, but never attempt to realize them, 
as he would loſe the idea! bliſs perhaps in 
real miſery. He begged I would allow 
him to point out to me the numberleſs . 
comforts attending a connexion, where 
two hearts were united in the ſoft bond 
of ſympathy and love.—* It would be 
giving yourſelf, Mr. Seymour, trouble, | 
and be attended with little ſuccels, 
therefore, if you pleaſe we will call 2 


new ee I am to have ſome of my Ml 
neighbours 3 


— 


Vvour 
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neighbours to tea and ſupper this even- 


ing, if you will join the party we will 


endeavour to convince you it is poſſible 


to be extremely happy, and * not 
married.“ 
But, my dear Julia, I am fare your 
- patience muſt have ſuffered; and as I 
have to dreſs to receive my friends, I 


will releaſe you, only beſpeak me a 
place in your Selina's heart.—I have 


ſome expectation of going to London 
ſoon, as I expect a friend of my dear 


Mrs. Scudamore's will arrive in Eng- 
land, and when ſhe comes I muſt ſee 


ber. Write to me every moment you 
babe to ſpare, as every thing you do, 
or ſay, is e 10 the heart of 


Eliza Darn. 
NS. 1 SLE; 7 
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i tO you- eye i cles 
ſure, my dear Seymour, but never with 
more than at this moment; becaufe I 
never had ſo agreeable a ſubject to ex- 
patiate upon. Lady Julia is forever the 
burthen of my ſong ; neither muſt you 
be ſurprized, or find fault, if I talk to 
you of nothing elſe. 1 muff ſpeak of 
her to ſomebody, and to Weſtbury 1 
dare not, for fear of making him my 
rival; for tho I bope for nothing but 
her friendſhip, I feel all the anxieties 
and jealouſies of a lover. 
* old lord behaved better than 1 
ed on our firſt viſit, tho* not 
Hate. fo well as I could have Be 
ut 
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But Lady Julia has fince ſo effeQually 


won his heart, that he is now. quite. 
tame, and is never ſo happy as, when. 
we are with the family. Lie could not 
poſſibly take a more eaſy method of 
pleaſing us, for Weſtbury ſeems quite 
as ready as 1 to e him upon 
this head. « 
The. firſt day we were at Lord St. 
Clair's, | after having ſat a while, and 
talked over the ſtate of the weather (the 


firſt ſubject in all Engliſh parties) poli- 


tics ſucceeded, and Lord Mordington. 
who is ever deſpairing, complained 


heavily. of the deplorable ſtate of the 


nation, and how near we were to a ge- 
neral bankruptcy. Juſt at this Re, 
Lady Julia, to whom I had literally 

been talking nonſenſe, happened a4 
laugh,. There, my Lord,” ſaid my. 


uncle, © you fee even the ſerious ſtate , 


we ate in at preſent, and the melancho- 
ly conſequences likely to enſue, cannot 
for a moment check the riſibility of your 
daughter,” * Why, ſurely, my dear 


lord, you would not have me anticipate | 


evils? « Certaialy, Madam, I would, 
—tus only by living in fear, we have 
any chance of avoiding; danger; and 
take my advice, fair lady, and even in 
= love 
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love affairs which are your politics, al- 


ways think a man a ſeducer till the 
ring is on your finger. There's Weſt- 


biiry himſelf, I would not truſt him in 
thoſe matters, tho' I believe he is one 
of the beſt of them.“ “ Oh?” ſaid 
Lady Julia, laughing, J believe he is 


a very tyrant.” © No, madam, We 7 | 
no tyrant, he is one of the ver 
young men 1n the world, and 7 oy —4 
you had Juft fuch another for a huſband. L 
l don't chooſe he ſhould marry” yet, 
fo don't you ſeduce in your turn.” «I 


ety you mercy! my lord, but F make 
no promiſes, ſo take my hand and let 


us go down to dinner!“ which was at 


that moment announced, and my t 


unde' was bleſſed with the fair hand of 


ber ladyſhip to the dining room. But 
juſt on entering the door, another cauſe 
of vexation occurred, for the two fair 
friends coming very near, the feathers 
in one hat, and the flowers in the other 


| became entangled, and lady St. Clair | 


was called to ſet them at liberty. 
Lord Mordington was very ſevere on 


the preſent faſhions, on their abſurdi- 


ties, their inconveniences, and a thou- 
fand &c's. He told the ladies how 


epd more beautiful they would have 


looked 


5 a. CM. wad ooh <Yas vos 
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looked dreſſed in the mode their Fund 
mothers followed, who wore pretty lit- 
tle fly eaps, with long lappets, and a 
bandkerebief laid cloſe to their boſoms. 
Lady Julia made no reply, but was very 
attentive to his deſeription, and looked 
very arch, as if ſhe N more 
than met the ear.“ 
I be ladies ſat longer than Uu after 
dinner, to my great joy, for not being 
a votary of Bacchus, I always lament 
tbeir departure; and deteſt the conver- 
ſation that uſually follows it. Weſtbury 
and I ſoon claimed the privilege of go- 
ing to talk nonſenſe in the drawing- 
room, and leſt the old lords to fertle 
the affairs of the nation. 
Nothing could be more Animate 
tan the converſation of the ladies. 
Lady St. Clair is cheerful, well-inform- 
ed, and deſirous of ſeeing every one 
eaſy and bappy in her preſence ; and 
Lady Julia! how can I deſeribe the 
cbarms of her wit, or the luſtre of her 
eyes? how artleſs and innocent, yet 
how gay and lively! and how pleaſant- 
ly ſhe ſeems to ſport with "ty ſub- 
JeRt. . | 
- Weſtbury aimed me bs Ius had 
| home, 15 1 wou her bandſome -<4F 
baron IBK Proteſt, 
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proteſt, . my Lord. I never once thougbt 
about her face; if ſhe ; is not To, I have 


not diſcovered one failing feature; and 
* ſhe- is, the beauties of her mind en- 
tirely eclipled., zboſe of ber perſon.“ 


A very pietty zeſuitical anſwer; but 
1 perceive by it, that it is the iout en- 
femble you admire. I think ber very 
pleaſant for an bour or two; but ber 


{pitus are ſo good, that 1 have no idea 


they can always remain the ſame. Miſs 
Courtney ſeems to j e to have the more 
equal temper. May be ſo, but ſhe 
is ſo grave, I am certain I ſhall never 


be better need un her hand an 


at preſet.” Yi! Of. e 5 
We bave met, theſe. 1090 3 3 


moſt every morping; having talked of 
riding, 


aud finding it a favourite exer- 


eiſe of the ladies, we ſpoke of the pret- 
tieſt rides, and by that means found out 
thole they moſt aer 3; and, by go- 
_ ing, accidentally that way, bave.ever been 
ſo. fortunate as to meet then, and we 
are now upon the moſt agreeable terms 
of friendſhip and fatubiarity. 
Our vilit was returned before the aud 
of the week, but gueſs our ſurprize, on 


handing tbe ladies out of the carriage, 


to ſee Lady Julia dreſſed exactly in the 


* of her grand.mother, as deſeribed 


by 


2 0 1 n 
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by my uncle. It was impoſſible ſhe 
could diſguiſe herſelf; but equally im- 
pooſſible to forbear laughin at the con- 
- | traſt between herfelfand Mi is Courtney, 
who was perfectly elegant in the preſent 
taſte. Lord Mordington took it as the 
bigheſt compliment, and has abſolutely 
been in good humour ever ſince; and 
Lady Julia bleſſed herſelf for having 
been the cauſe of it. 
Adieu, I ſhall write all Abe at this 
rate, would my paper but allow me; 
dat 1 have only room left to ſubſeribe; 
myſelf; Bente 11 
'Vour very afefionar, 


KITTY NE 13 


H, Drummond. 
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I TH A N K you, Drummond, for your 
caution, it was friendly, and I hope I 
ſhall profit by it; but poor Mrs. Mor- 
ton is too fincere a mourner, for me to 
have pleaſure even in your 5 on 
this ſubject. 

J have been now a month in my pa- 
riſh, and therefore can ſpeak with ſome 
degree of certainty of the comforts I ex- 
perience, and the e of the neigh- 
bourhood. 

There are only cheve families in the 
village, beſides that I am with. The 
firſt I ſhall mention ts a Mr. Hargrave, 
who has his eſtate of about . 400 a 
year in his own hands, and therefore 


has 


* 
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bas an agreeable wiſe and ſeveral ebil- 8 
dren. The other two are Mrs. More- 


ton's, and a particular friend of hers, a 
maiden lady, who lives by herſelf upon 
a {mall fortune, and is bleſſed with the 


love and admiration of all wbo know 


ber, for her e . — er 
tious. 5 2e 1 E An £ 


About a quarter of a mile From the 


town ſtands a neat modern- built houſe, 
whoſe owner's name is Miſs Darnley. 


It would be a difficult taſk to give you 


a deſert prion of this charming young la- 
She is her own / miſtreſs, and has 


— for. four or five years; and tho 
ſhe has had a variety of lovers, ſhe has 


refuſed them all, aud ſteadily declares 
ſhe will never marry. | She is a bleſ- 
ſing to the whole neighbourhood ; ſhe 
reheves the wants of the poor, and 
comforts the afflicted; wherever ſhe 
appears the prayers of all bebolders 


follow her, and yet ſhe is mene 


PR and affable. 


Aſter this deſcription you will begin 


to feel ſome apprebenſions for your 
friend; in truth, Drummond, had I the 
leaſt hope to build upon, I ſhould con- 
fels — in love. I know you will 


biet amiable 
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_ amiable Eliza has convinced me I had a 
beart to loſe. +I have ſpent much time 


with her fince 1 came, and always met 
with a polite reception, but it is that of 


a perſon who is never to be more than 


a viſitor. It is with ſome degree of re- 
{traigt,. and keeping a 1 guard 
over all my words and actions, that 'f 
conceal my attachment to her. 

I. was reading prayers the * 
morning, and ſhe came into church af. 
ter J had begun; and would you believe 


it, Drummond, 1 made a full pauſe, and 


am ſure for a minute could not find out 


the place where I ſhould: be. I felt ſo 
aſhamed at tbis weakneſs,, which: ap- 
peared to me much beneath a man of. 


my profeiſion, that I never caſt my eye 
2 her abe Femander of he fer- 


WW 


"When be; prayzes were a 1 
em into the vefiry till the cungregati- 


an were all gone; youwilt behæve 4 felt: 
micy's fer-. 
vant came to me, aud ſaid hit miſtreſs 
wanted to ſpeak to mec: I. haſtened to 
her; ſhe begged my pardon: far ſeading 
for me, but ſhe: had a petition to pre»! 
fant; it was from! my gardener, whom I 


had cxfebargaat tor ill. behaviour. - Sbe 


317 J Finne N | ſaid 


111... ones m on es at hana was 4 
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| ſaid ſhe could plead little in his favour, 
but that he bad 4 wiſe and large family 
who would be deſtitute. I he man him 
ſelf had promiſed to behave better if I 
would forgive him. 

You may be ſure I inſtantly a 
with her requeſt, and banding her io ber 
carriage, which was waiting, 4 added, 
i ſhould have been extremely happy, if 
ſhe would as readily have granted my 
firſt requeſt. Had it been in her power, 
ſhe laid, 1 ſhould ee have. repeated it 
twice. D 

Jou may e the requeſt I told 
you was to be admitted a — of a 
reading - ſociety, which is held at her 
houſe once a week. The books are hi 
tory and poetry, and occaſionally a 
French novel, but they are never al- 
lowed: one in Engliſn. No bad plan 
ibis 0 A TN: wind enter 
| tainment. Jab 301 21 er Hoi d 10 
I badꝭ a great deſire to b one of ſo 
nugreeable a party, and Miſs: Darnley is 
ibe only member who objects to this 
propoſal. I told her if ſne would admit 
me I wonld read aloud to them at all 
times, and never make my appearance 
till tea, and withdraw: before ſupper.” 
. W my propoſition, and ier | 
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if it were in their power to allow me 
to become a member, I ſhould not be 


excluded at any hour; and that ſhe had 
no doubt but { ſhould be an n 
addition to their ſociet. 

1 ſtepped after her into the coach, and 


as I fancied ſhe began to relent, I con- 


tinued to urge her; © Are you; my 
dear Miſs Darnley, contin equally. 
to reſiſt all importunities from the gen- 
tlemen? Tou can be happy, it ſeems, 
without their ſociety; but charity ſhould 
indace you to extend your ideas a little 
beyond elf, and reflect how much you 


make them ſuffer. “. Flattery will not 


dog Mr. Seymour; I do not boaſt of 
any power over Ry neither do 


wiſh for any.“ »T bus 


By this time we had revebed Wand: 


bord Hoaſe,o Chen, as the coach drove 
to the door, ſhe faidg te II 
not to be told, this is the day on which 


fancy you are 


we hold our meening, which muſt be my 
apology” for not requeſting; your com- 
pany. Before I had time to reply, the 
ſervant told her there were ſome Ladies 


and Gentlemen come to dine with ber 


from the next market- town; ſne then 
ſaid, turning to me, I will entreat in 
oy turn that I may be favoured with 

your 
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your company, as I ſhall ſend an excuſe 
to my friends at Wansford.“ 

I accepted the invitation, and ſtayed 
till eleven o'clock, when I 'walked 
home in a very rainy night, but I felt 
it not; Eliza engaged every thought 
and every feeling. I am at preſent 
however far from well, the agitation of 
my mind, joined to an indiſpoſition I 
cannot make off, renders me unfit for 
any company. I have not left my room 
to-day, and this letter has been written 
at ſeveral intervals. : 

A violent head- ach obliges me now 
to _— down my pen. Let me hear 
from you ſoon. You: know: how much 
I admire Weſtbury's character, there- 
fore let him often be the ſubject of 
your pen, and ſometimes your Julia. 
If you are in ove, 20 deſerve thee ry” 
of your »08 at /; 3 ONE As 

Ali abt 2.1 | Edward Seymour. 
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Weſtbury lodge May 4 


1: T is en to be wiſe at all times.” 
This is one of my maxims, and a very 


favourite one too; it muſt therefore be 
my excuſe for the 


But I hope you will do me the juftice 
to allow, that tho? I can ſometimes 74%, 


I can alſo fee/. So far, ſo good —atd 


now 10 that fubjet which is the ſum- 


mum bonum of life; the ruling princi- 


ple in my breaſt, I freely confeſs, and it 


ſeems to have taken pretty faſt hold of 


rs. 
I beartily wiſh you ſucceſs with your 
fair inſenſible; you are a handſome fel- 
low, and bave ſuch a winning addreſs, 
(a. my o old aunt uſed to tell you,) that! 
| don't 


joke about the wi- 
dow, which I'fee you did not 'relifh : 


ſ 


a 
x 
{ 
| 
4 
1 
| 
' 
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don't think you need deſpair. | You do 
want a little of my confidence to be 
ſure, but perhaps a real paſſion may in- 
ſpire. you with that; only I beg you 
wont fall fick, for 1 bave no idea bow 
a woman can like a puny lover. 
Mercy on me! here have I written 
4 a whole fide of paper, and don't 
ſee the word Julia in any one line; yet 
that is a word that arreſts my eyes, my 
cars, my heart, and my underſtanding, 
if ever ſo faintly expreſſed. Certainly! 
ſne is the moſt charming woman in the 
world. We carry on a very banner 
able ſlirtation, all a» je, and only to 
plague that coxcomb Selwin, who is at 
the Abbey, and is ber relation it ſeems, 
and who, I believe, fancies himſelf in 
love, but be miſtakes the object. I 
could let him into the ſecret, would he 
conſult me, and tell him at once, that 
the object of attention is bis own 
ſweet Lell, and a. ag NOTRE 
= . 5 be Wes * and Malte and 
as her fortune will be large, no wonder 
it ſhould attract fo frivolous a mind as 
his. Now I declare to you, that I 
would take her without a farthing, could 
1 gan her heart, (that ineſtimable trea- 
_ 
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fare) and were I at liberty and free to 


uke Alas! that juvenile indiſcreti- 


on! how cloſet ſticks; and how per- 
Petually does it preſent itſelf, and omg 


Happieſt moment! 


I dare-fay Lady Julia muſt think me 


a ſtrange mortal; for when I am in my 


bigheſt ſpirits, when I am gazing at her 
with rapture, this borrid thought, like 
a gorgon's head, comes and turns me 
into ſtone. I fit for ſome moments in- 
ſenſible to every thing; till a kind 


word from ber rouſes and brings me 
back to life and (whilſt I can baniſh 
this phantom) to an which ſhe my 
can beſto . | 

I believe we did not profeſs to be Jo- 
vers when I wrote to you laſt, but as I 
love talking, I will tell you the prelude 
to it. Tou will ſay I write like a board- 
ing-ſchool miſs to her confidant; but 
whether you read or not, 1 muſt write 
on. You know I always follow tbe im- 
pulſe of the moment; no great wiſdom 
this T own, but that is a qualification of 
which I cannot boaſt! but you may 
teach it me if you can, it may perhaps 
ſave me ſome heart-achs, and the toner 
you ſet about it the better.. 

I were fitting one morning in Lady 7 

Julia's 
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Julia's dreſſing-room, the ufual partie 
| quarree, Miſs Courtney, Lady Julia, 
Weſtbury, and myſelf; the ſubject was 
love, and each had given a deſcription 
of the fort of nymph or ſwain moſt ap- 
oved. And what fort of a mortal 
is doomed to wear your chains, Lady 
Julia?“ © Why, ſomething out of the 
common track, I aſſure you. He muſt 
not be a deſpairing lover, but in general 
gay and airy; never hgh in my preſence 
but by mere accident; newer talk of dy- 
ing, becauſe if I really liked him it 
# would be cruel; and if I. did not, I 
# ſhould not care a ſtraw whether he lived 
or died. Then he muſt not be too atten- 
tive, or deprive me of the uſe of my 
limbs by anticipating my very wiſhes. 
# 1 would not have him come the length 
of a room, for inſtance, to take up my 
ſcifſars ; nor run againſt me out of po- 
liteneſs, when I riſe to wring the bell. 
Not to fondle and teaze my dog out of. 
affection to its miſtreſs. Then I would 
not have him come ſo near as to tread 
upon my apron, for I hate dirt. He 
muſt not continually tell me that I am 
as beautiful as an angel, becauſe, as I 
look in the glaſs every time I come near 


one, I am quite as ſenſible of that as 
a bunſelf. 
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traits of the fort of lover ſhould like, 


in Lady Ju 
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himſelf. He muſt ſometimes contradiqt 
me, which, if we often converſe will 
be neceſſary ry, as I boaſt of no infallibility 
of judgment; and 1 ſhould hate ſervili- 
ty in a man who. profeſſed himfelf de- 

rous of pleaſing me. Theſe are a few 


fn LA 


„ Ah ! could 1 bat find, 
2 e care not for riches, 
TOY & A man to my mind!” 


« But his perſon ſtill remains to be 
an I am mighty indifferent about 
that, only I ſhould chooſe him to walk 
ered; to have vp eyes, and thoſe dark 
and expreſſive 3 and his teeth even and 
white; and as' to the reſt, Selina, you 
may hnifh the picture if you pkeaſe.” 
Not I, indeed,” and ſhe looked at 
her with an archneſs I thought her inca- 
pable of, and which brought the colour 
lias face; and of which ſhe Þ 


ſoemed ſo confcious, that the did not 
look -up for ſome moments. | 
The filence was at laſt broke by you 
humble ſervant, © I declare w Jeu, 
Lady Julia,. I believe I could accommo- 
date myſelf to the ſketch you bave 
drawn, would you but take me upon 
ow ; Are 01 in a CORN I don't prove 
Vue 


chere they muſt lie, T da 


I them up for the world.?“ ee 

Very docile, indeed, I really have 

ſome hopes of you from this ſpecimen ; 
| "te, 73" but 
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quite to your with, diſcard me as not 


worth farther pains. As to perſon I 


cannot be a judge myſelf, whether I am 
quite as you wiſh or not, I have 7waeyes 
tis true, but whether expreflive or not, 
you, ladies, muſt determine, and love 
alone can add that grace.” 

Take him at his word, Lady Ju- 
lia, ſaid Weſtbury, he is an odd mortal, 
and may afford you fome entertainment; 
beſides, it will be charity to give him 
ſome employment.” *I vow I don't 


know but J may accept of him, it will 


be convenient enough at this juncture, 


when Selw in is coming with a fixed de- 
ſign of ſtealing my heart; but take no- 
tice 'tis all in jeſt, for I would not be 
realiy in love for a thoufand worlds.” 
Agreed, my fair enflaver, and now 


take notice, Miſs Courtney, that Lady 
Julia from this moment allows me to 
make love to her whenever I am in the 


bumour. “ © No, no, good Sir, on!) 
ven Fam in the mood.” Very well 


ſo be it; but obſerve, F begin from this 
moment, for there lie your ſciffars, and 


rg not take 
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afraid that you was ill 
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but if you pleaſe, as I am buſy netting, 
you may give me them for this once, and 
you may alſo wring the bell, as I want 
{ome ſilk, and am too idle to riſe my. 
ſelE” I flew to the bell, and rung ſuch 
a peal that in a few moments came Lady 
St. Clair; © bleſs me, 9% I was 
the vebe. 
rue with which you rung 8 * Ob, 
Ma'am, it was only Mr. Drum. 


=, awkward way of doing it; he is 


ſuch an impetuous creature, and ſo ab. 
ſent he never knows what he is about.” 
A good hint for me. I made my peace 
a the old lady, Promuyng not to 
alarm her again. 
Soon after this converſation we took 


our leave, and arrived at home two mi. 


nutes and a half too late for dinner; 
our old Lord's patience was quite ex. 
hauſted, and we ſpent the reſt of the 
dag, ah! how unlike the morning. 

In a few days there is to be a grand 
gala at the Abbey; tis my fair ones 
birth day, and we are all to put on 
our gayeſt attire. After this feſtival you 
ſhall hear from me, perhaps, ſee me, if 
I can — I. to leave this an 
Syren. 

© Yours ever, | 
H. Drummond. 
LET 
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: 


LETT: 


Lady Julia Harcourt,j to Miſs Darley. 


+.tk 


5 Levingflon Abbey, May 4. 


IAM exceedingly. rejoiced, my dear 
Eliza, to find that you have got ſuch an 
agreeable addition to your ſociety, in 


the perſon of your clerical beau. I am 


quite of Mrs. Morton's opinion, that 
you would make an excellent wife for 
the parſon of the pariſh; and to tell 
you, the truth, I put ſo little, faith in 
vows. of a ſingle life, made at tix and 
twenty, that I am not without Fs 
that either he or fome other more for- 
tunate ſwain, may yet tempt you to 
light the torch of Hymen. 
I am a little alarmed leſt your Lon- 
don journey ſhould interfere with a 
ſcheme we have of bringing you here 


. % 3 


againſt the tenth of this month; it is, 


you may recollect, my birth day, and as 
on that day I have the honour to arrive 
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at years of di ererion, my father is deter. 
mined to have ſome very gaudy doings. 
I ſhould think it would be fo great a 
mortification to him that I happened 
not to be a on, that he would be 
glad to neg it over in filence; but he 
1s very good, and thankfully accepts of 
me 1n the place of a better. 

You muſt come, Eliza, if you can 
with any convenience to yourſelf; for 
we are not only to have as much com- 
pany as our hooſe will hold, but we 

ve made mtereft with our neighbours 
to fill their houſes alſo. Therefore, up- 
on the whole, I am afraid our Compa- 


dhe be more numerous than agree- i 


A great inducement you will fay, 

to perſuade ou to make one of the p ar- 
ty. But ar leaſt it will have allet) to 
recommend it, and that is one of the 
eateſt' requifites to human happineſs. 
My father and Selina bave been bu- 
fily employed for ſome days paſt, in 
contriving embelliſhments for this fa- 
perb entertainment. The avenue to 
the houſe is to be elegantly ffluminated 
with coloured lamps; the band is to 
be concealed im the ſmall parlour, that 
when you enter the ball, nds divine 
1 tte ear. Ibe company 


are 
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ate to be introduced into'the_drawing- 
room, where they muſt remain peace- 


ably till after tea; then, all that chooſe 


to dance, ate to go into the long room, 
which, by the way is entirely new 
painted and fitted up on the vecafion.” 
very handſome” tuftres' are already ar- 


S rived from town, and cut glaſs oo 
| doles are to be placed on brackets quite 


around the room; ſo that I ſuppoſe 


when you enter, the blaze of light will 
exceed the ſun in its meridian (plen- 
„ 


In this place, 1 am ſorry to inform 


; you, my troubles are to begin; for it is 


my father's will and pleaſure, that I 


ſhould open the ball, by dancing the 


firſt 'minuet with any kind foul who will 


do me the favour to aſk me. I am like - 


wiſe to ſtand the laſt couple in the firſt 


dance, two ve Fn ao es eircumſtan- 
ces you muſt allo 


The room ene it is to be finiſh- 


ed in a very elegant ſtyle, for refreſh- 
ments; but the Fe T can as yet give you 
no account of, for my father and Selina 


have unddertaken the whole of that work 


 themfelves, and we are not even to ſee 
it till it is quite completed. 


vol. I. . At 
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At eleven o'clock the ſupper room is 
to be opened; the conducting of that 
part of the entertainment is to reſt upon 
my mother; you will agree with me 
that it cannot be in better hands. Tw 
of the beſt vocal performers are to be 
procured from the Opera-Houſe; their 
finging, and the many ſmart things we 
flatter ourſelves that our partners will 
ſay to us, will induce us, no doubt, to 
fit a tolerable time to refreſh our .. 
after the fatigues of the evening. After 
this it will be a matter of choice, and 
every body left to follow their own in- 
clinations. There wall be card tables in 
the drawing-room, for the amuſement 5 
of the grave part of the company. | 

Were the folly to end here ſhould 
not be ſo much diſtreſſed, but at twelve 

next day, a breakfaſt is to be prepared 
in the temple, which is to be. accompa- 
nied with more ſmart things than I can 
take the pains to tell you. The com- 
pany which the. night before query 
took their departure, are all to be recal 
ed; and as zzs 10 be a fine ſpring morn- 
ing, every thing will wear a cheerful aſ- 
pet. At two a good dinner, not an ele- 


gant one, is to be prepared for the te- 
nants 
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nants, their wives, &c. which will end 
with a ball at night as uſual. __ 

If all I have ſaid on this ſabje will 
not tempt you, my friend, to come and 


Join our party, I'can only ſay you, bave 


no curioſity ; and I am very doubtful 


whether my father will ever think ſo 


well of you again. But if things ſhould 
not go off with as much eclat as he ex- 
pects, how much will be be diſa p- 
pointed. | 

I have written a log 8 without 
once telling you that the week before 


laſt we were favoured with a viſit ſrom 
old Don Choleric, alias, the Earl of Mor- 


dington, and his ſon, and Mr. Drum- 


\ 


mond, his nephew, who is at, preſent 
on a viſit to him. Lord Weſtbury i is 


an exact contraſt to his father in eyery 


thing. That is the moſt ſevere thing 
you ever heard me. ſay of Lord Mor- 
dington in your life, — yet I ſeldom 


ſpare him ; but his ſon is the moſt ac- 


compliſhed, agreeable, ſenſible cavalier 
I ever. met with. He is extremely 
bandſome, bas fine dark eyes that ſeem 


to penetrate your very ſoul; it would 
be impoſſible to oe a falſehood and 


look at 1555 at the ſame time: his ad- 


dreſs is eaſy, his manners finiſhed and 
* polite; 
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polite; in ſhort, it is not in my p Ower 
to give you an idea what he is; {bin I 
think the beſt way will be for you to 
come and convince yourſelf. You have 
yet to make an acquaintance with our 
Selina too, and you don't know how 
reat a pleafure you are depriving your- 
5 not knowing her. 
Drummond is quite handſome 
Pie for a man, though he eannot be 
compared with his couſin ; has beauti- 
ful retth ;/ and ſueh an agreeable keen- 
neſs in his looks, joined to. fo large a 
ſhare ef vivacity, that it ſeeme, if it 
were agreeable to him, he could at one 
glance hit off the ridiculous part of the 
whole company. I wonder how his 
uncle and he remain upon any terms; 
we have ſpent ſome very pleaſant days 
in their company, and are already be- 
come very godd friends. We flatter 
ourſelves they will be 2 great acquifi- 
tion to our approaching gala. 
Adieu, my dear girl, let me ſoon 
have the farisfaction of ſeeing you here, 
and you will 1 A your affec- 
| kibitate, © 104 8 | 
W Ja Harcourt 
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Mx and 112. Dennis are FOE: | 


from Cuddalore, they leave India in a 
few days, and in a few months, will I 
| hope, behold the Ware cliffs of Al- 


bion. 


Me mitt fe you, my dear friend; 


as I commiſſion her to preſent you with. 
this letter. She will give you a full ac- 


count of your Emily, her looks, her 


words, her very thoughts; ſhe will tell 


vou bow continually you are the ſubject 
ol her converſation, and what large poſ- 
ſeſons you have in ber heart. How 


heartily ſhe longs to ſee the clouded 
ſkies of Britain, and how weary ſhe is 
of the perpetual ſun- ſhine of the Eaſt : 

but ſhe will alſo tell you, that her diſ- 
content does not appear, offends _ 0 


one; and that vou and herſelf alone are 
F 3 | * 


Mrs. e to Mi6 e 17 
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the ſole confidants of her thoughts on 
this ſubject. 1 3 
I mention this left you ſhould think I 
am grown peeviſh and fretful. It is ne- 
ceſſary the mind ſhould have ſome faith- 
ful friend to whom it can unboſom all 
its Cares and anxieties; and to whom 
can I ſo properly make my complaints 
as to you, who have ever been indul - 
ent to my weakneſs, and will forgive 
8 frailties and follies of a heart you 
may command. I am ſenſible were I 
dut to hint theſe things to Mr. Scuda- 
more, we ſhould be on ſhipboard in a 
mouth's time; as his whole pleaſure is 
contributing to my eaſe and happineſs. 
I determine therefore to wait ' patiently 
for the time he fixes, as I am certam he 
is not more attached to this place than 
myſelf; and it will not be delayed a 
moment after the proper time. vo 
My friend has brought with her a 
ſweet little girl, whom ſhe doats upon, 
and who ſeems to have entirely cement - 
ed two hearts formed for each other, 
and who have met in the moſt ſingular 
manner. From this we may learn the 
truth of the precept ſo often enforced 
by our good Dr. Morton, © that there 
is 00 fituation in life, however _— 
ob 8 fing, 
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ſing, in which hope may not be indulg- 
ed, and deſpair baniſhed.” That bene- 
ficent being, who ſees all our actions, 
and judges every thought, can turn the 
moſt untoward appearances of fortune 
into the means of producing the moſt 
laſting happineſs. Eleanor is ſincerely 
ſenſible of this, and the little adverſity 
ſhe-experienced has made her in the 
midſt - of all her gaiety and grandeur, 
moſt truly pious and humble. 
I am certain you will be pleaſed with 
her; ſhe is very deſirous of your ac- 
quaintance, and bids me ſay how much 
ſhe will think herſelf honoured by your 
notice; and if not for herſelf alone, yer 
for the love ſhe bears your friend, ſhe. 
bopes you will allow her to cultivate 
your friendſhip. She is juſt returned 
from paying her viſits, and as we have 
not much time to ſpend together, and 
it may be long before we meet again, I 
am ſure you will excuſe my leaving this 
ſerawl to attend to my gueſts, and I will 
conclude it perhaps to-morrow morn- 


ing. 


Eliza, to beg your acceptance 8 ; 4 few 
| F 4 trifles, 
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trifles, the produce and manufaQure of 
this country; every thing, but the 
ſhawl, you could get better and more 
elegant in London, but they would not 
then, I know, in your opinion, be of 
the ſame value; and you will give them 
2 Place upon your cabinet, ſor the do- 
nor n 

I have juſt parted with Mr. and Mrs. 

Denniſon, who are retired to reſt for the 
laſt night, under this 100k. , I ſnatch a 
moment, whilſt Lionel is in TY drefling- | 
rom, to inform you of a legacy Mrs. 
Denniſon has left me. The circumſtance 
is ſo ſingular that 1 cannot belp making 
| vou acquainted with it. 

She came to me this morning, ber 
eyes all ſvämming in tears, and told me 
ſhe was going to put my friendſhip t 
the teſt, by a requeſt ſhe had to make, 
and which to be refuſed would make 
her miſerable. I] have wiſhed to ſpeak 
to you on this ſubject every hour ſinee 1 
have been in Madras, but I never till 

this moment could take courage to:aſk 
ſo unreaſonable a favour ; 3 but 1 know 
the pleaſure you take in ſerving the 
wretched, and you have it now in your 
61h to make the widow! 8 41588 208 


14 7 R  Y | i 


0 Tel 


i e 


or of in. pleaſure. of one good action.“ 
I. 


| 8 me this moment, 1 replied, | 


1 vaſt requeſt you make; and 


do not delay to enable me to deſerve ſo 
higha ray « I haveevery reaſon 


to ſuppoſe that I can aſk nothing you 


will refuſe, and I haſten to make you 
acquainted Wich the Aue of my em. 


baſſy. 
17 One of. my women attendants i 1s of 


ſo very ſuperior a nature to all we meet 


with here, that I lament much the im- 


poſſibility of making her a partner in 12 


voyage. Mr. Denmſon does not choo 
I mould carry more than one woman 
along with me, which of gourſe muſt Ve 


the nurſe of my infant. But I leaye with 


regret an amiable woman, who has been 


the ſport of fortune; and whoſe fond- 


neſs and attachment to me, and grati- 
wde for my attention to her, has guite 
gained my beart. I. will bring her, 


with your leave, io let von ke the lega- 


ey I wiſhto-bequeath,” , 
« Let. me, I faid, ſtep a mont 


into Scudamore's ſtudy, as I do nothing 
without his approbation; and though 1 


am certain of his aequicſcing i in every 


thing where, human happineſs is the ob-. 


x; I would not rob him. of the merit, 
Ta: 
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| FE a moment I was by his ſide, m 
5 fio ory' ſoon told, and the Aefire immedi- 
ately complied with. I returned to 
Eleanor, who waited, I ſaw, in a little 
ſuſpenſe, which my countenance pre- 
ſently diſſipated; and ſhe went to ſeek 
her fvute. She ſtayed longer than I 
expected, and returned overwhelmed 
IH affliction, leading by the band a 
woman, not young, but of a moſt in- 
tereſting figure, tall and finely made, 
with an air of majeſtſtic direſs; her 
complexion ſo like an European, that! 
bas quite truck; and had ſhe not worn 
the eaſtern habit, T ſhould have con- 
fidered her as m countrywoman. 
It was ſometime beſore any of us 
broke filence, when Mrs. Denniſon, 
wiping away her tears and preſenting 
the band of her friend to me, addreſſed 
herſelf to her, and ſaid © I leave you, 
dear Onxana, to one much more 
capable of ſoothing your afflictions than 
myſelf; it is not in my power to take 
vou along with me, if it were, we 
would never have ſeparated; but in re- 
ſigning ou to Mrs Scudamore, I am 
ſenſible 1 promote your happineſs; and 


1 give to her an attendant who is faith- 
ful and will * a * return to the 
Eindneſs, 
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kindneſs, which, on my account, I 
know ſhe will receive. Your grief, tho 
flattering to me, is an injury to your- 
ſelf; and it is my laſt requeſt that you 
endeavour to get the better of it, and 
exert yourſelf to prove to my friend the 
value of the gift which I beſtow.” _ 

] yet held the hand of the ſorrowful 
Orixana, who, pale and ſenſeleſs, ſunk 
fainting into the arms of poor Eleanor. 
The female ſervants we called to aſſiſt 
us, preſently conveyed her to a ſopha, 
where, after ſome time, ſhe was re- 
ſtored to herſelf, but not to happineſs, 
and what will de the conſequence of this 
melancholy parting I know not; but I 
ſear much for my new acquaintance 
whoſe heart ſeems to poles a fatal ſen- 


übility. NN 


1 
7 


| Adieu, I have not a moment more 
to call my own, and you muſt take for 
granted, all you imagine I would with to 
{ay, and all SPY! would deſire to hear of 
"Ruta © | 

Eni 'y Sau, more. 
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Lady Fulia Harcourt, to Miſs m_y 7 


| Levinſon aue. a. 7 


As the e Cp; Una were is 
no account from re my dear Eliza, I 
bo: to be appre five left you ſhould 
er have taken departure to 
town before the receipt of my laſt let- 
ter, or at leaſt have determined in your 
own mind, not to make one in the fro- 
lic at Livingſton. believe you are 
Tight, for J don't think a birth day the 
time to enjoy the ſociety of one's 
friends; it is all burry and confuſion, 
without one nde moment. 
A large part of our viſitors are already 
arrived, Lord and Lady Barton and 
their fair daughter, Lady. Charlotte, 
came yeſterday. You will ſcarce credit 
me, when I tel-you, that I think Lady 
Charlotte increaſed in affectation ſince 


ſaw her laſt. You always thought 1 
| the 


WREATH OF FRIENDBATP. 109 


the very eſſence of bor Mn, but I have 
now the pleaſure to inform you that 'ſhe 
is indeed the guineſſence of every thing 
that is great in that art. Oh, Hea- 
vens! Lady Julia,“ ſaid ſhe' to me, 
how can you bear the inſupportable 
idea of being made a public ſpectacle to 
the whole country; every thing would 
ceaſe to be an amuſement to me that 
the canaille were to partake with me. I 
am aſtoniſhed,” my dear, how you' cn 
indulge your father in ſo ridiculous a 
. beſides, you might as well give 
2. certificate of your age to every ſoul 
in the neighbourhood; all the horrid 
creatures will be able to fay, it is juſt ſo 
many years fince Lady Juha Harcourt 
was one-and-twenty.” Very true, 
Lady Charlotte,” ſaid I. and yet that 
is an idea that never prefented itſelf to 
me before; tho” I perfectly remember 
your father giving a great entertainment 
m Town, about four years ago, when 

your Ladyfhip arrived at u ſame time 
of life.“? 

She aſſured me I was ; miſtakes) Wich 
regard to dates, but however it had the 
defired effect of filencing ber, at leaſt 
for that time, as to birthdays.” We 
have likewiſe got the addition of a beau 


in 


ro WREATH Or FRIENDSHIP. 


in the houſe, Mr. Selwyn, a diſtant re- 
lation of my mother's. .. He is about ſix. 
and twenty, a very genteel agreeable 
man; Selina and myſelf were. half in- 
clined to fall in love with him when he 
firſt came, but he had not been two hours 
in company till we diſcovered his cha- 
racter to be ſo wonderfully impetuous 
that there is no venturing to contradict 
him; and in an argument (by the by, 
be is ſcarce ever out of one) he ſup- 
ports his opinion ſo; ſtrenuouſly, and 
with ſo much warmth, that he really 
alarms. the ſtouteſt of us. 

Lady Charlotte cannot endure his 
noiſe, it is abſolutely more than her 
nerves are equal to, to ſpend an hour in 
his company. Would you had never 
come, Mr. Selwyn, exclaims ſhe in the 
moſt pitious ſtyle, or I had been fortu- 


nate enough to have paid. my viſit here 


at another ſeaſon.” All ſhe can ſay 
gives him no diſturbance, for be treats 
the poor lady as if ſhe had not common 


underſtanding. 
He ſpent a great part of laſt v winter at 


| Paris, and lodged in the ſame houſe with 


Mr. 1 therefore my father 
has ſent to requeſt his compan — 5 my 


7 Weſtbury's to tea and ſu pper this 
evening. 


> 8 ITY ou, 
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and I honeſtly <onfeſs it is a taſk greater 
than I can impoſe upon myſelf, to fit 


I know thoſe- gentlemen are below 
ſtairs; 1 will, if I can, find an opportu- 
4 nity o fviſh- 177 whe rung f e | 

us 5 


* : $554 T hurſay Morning, May 10, 


day. Had you ſeen Lord Weſtbury, 
| without his father to torment him, you 
would have been quite delighted with 
him; ſo polite and attentive in his be- 
haviour to every body. When he con- 
verſes, it is with ſuch a manly ſteadineſs, 
he delivers his ſentiments with ſo much 
ſenſe; and without one grain of afſecta- 
tion, that be claims the attention and 
approbation of all his hearers. When 
de ſpeaks to Selina he is particular] 

8 ee he addreſſes her with ſo . 
= ſoftneſs i in his manner, and waits for ber 
replies with ſuch a delight in his. coun- 


mare 


f 


evening. I think 1 hear their carriage, 


writing here, even to you, Eliza, wben 


3 1 


© | ye 
. 


n 


we ſpent a charming evening yeſter-, . 
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mire. has: Indeed, who ever ſaw her 
that did not.admire her? But I am wil. 
ling to think he feels a particular aflec. 


tion for her; that is an idea 1 dare not 


ſuggeſt to any creature breatbing but 
vourſelff. 

We were very much diverted with 
Drummond and Selwyn ;-the one will no 
more - brook contradiction than the 
other ; but Drummond has a peculiar 
archneſs in his manner, which gives 
him greatly the advantage, for he ap- 
pears all the time to be ridiculing ill na- 
ture, and Hugh a at the follies of man- 
kind. x 


odd group that came this morning. We 
received 'a card from Mrs. Moore, 
(whom'if you recollet we viſited the 
laſt time you were here) to ſay ſhe had 
a family from London ftaying with ber, 
and ſhe would, if convenient, bring 
them with ber. My father ſent an an- 
ſwer, to beg their company; and, as 
they lived at ſome diſtance, * 
they might come to dinner, which was 
without hefrtation comphed with, and 
this morning accordingly they came. 
Mr. Moore entered firſt, ind intro- 
Quced the lady, who is a little fat figure, 
il dreſſed 


I muſt give you a defeription of an 
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. drefſed in a white luteſtring gn, and, 
„ Das if ihe: was determined ber - height 
"8 ſhould fave her nothing in the article 2 
alk, it is made to ſweep gracefully be- 
hind ber at leaſt twice her length upon 
the floor. She has a moſt elegant wig 
made with fine drop curls, that hang 
down to the bottom of her back; — * A 
8 ſmall, chip hat ſet on one ſide of her 
head, with a profuſion of white feathers 
and yellow ribbons; a broad yellow aſh 
ued round her waiſt, and an enormous 
voſega) of artificial flowers; 2 fan, open 
and ſpread before ber in ber nk: 1 
shall never forget ber firſt entre. She 
| was followed by 2 tall thin daughter, 
cxeſſed in a ſuperb painted tiffany, who 
had firifly complied: with the preſent 
ſaſtion of 1 as ſmall as poſſible; 
ber brother next appeared, as ſmart a 
city beau as ever you ſaw; bis ſhoes 
Lil in the beſt ſtyle, and his hair made 
Yup in all the e of French taſte. 
l be waſter of this family was the laſt 
Jof this elegant group, a little ſtiff man 
in a brown bob, a full ſuit of ſnuff co- 
Yloured cloaths, a pair of blue worſted 
Y fiockings, and a pair e of ſmall buckles, 
that bad, I believe, been bought in the 
bb of. Queen Anne. As ſoon. * 
£ ad 


gd b OI Vs 


N 
Wu ** 


1 , , , 1 
Re — — — — — 


1 4 — 
. : q 4 L n [2 
p 2 — : 

2 . 22 er . D r ' p . 
ITS ogg ie: i ³ Aw ae Bs -m ]ð 1] Oe ON oe 
1 AL. be Wt... hy bo n — 8 . nn, es 3 þ 2 8 

: — 8.1 n Cit "oF *s cn NN e E > SED 2 

c r EV SENT ores 5, D402? Garg 


* ** 4 

1 Pk «a a4 

Pn OT , 
* > 2 k 
F 


Nr : 
n : 

HERES r 
% „ 

n % BEET 3 


114 WREATH OF FRIENDSHIP. 

had ſeated himſelf, he accoſted 'my fa- 
ther, You live very pleaſantly here, 
my Lord; charming houſe, elegant gar- 
dens, and extenſive pleaſure grounds; 


juſt the way a man would wiſh to hve 


that has no buſineſs to mind. A'coun- 
try life is the only life for happineſs, my 
Lord; I have got a country houſe, my 
wife and daughter are very fond of it, 
but my ſon and I have other buſineſs; 
but we go every night, except Satur- 
day; I will tell you why we never go 
on Saturday, my Lord, —ſome people 
make Saturday afternoon a holiday, 
others receive their money for their 
week's labour, and ſo get drunk; fo 1 
think there is more danger of fre on Sa- 
turday, than on any other day of the 
week — that is the reaſon: we ſtay in town 
to watch; for as I always ſay to Jacky, 
mind the ſhop, and the ſhop will mind you. 
Buſineſs well attended will turn to = 
fit; and indeed he is a very good boy 
and minds what I ſay to him, and that 
15 the way to become a great man, and 
enjoy himſelf when he grows rich, as 
you do, my Lord, and never to be 
PO. Pride is a bad thing; I never 
new what pride was; I have the ſame 
pleaſure in ſeeing my fticnds * * 
2260 Din 
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behind the counter in my canvaſs ſleeves, 
as I have at one of my wife's routs. Ne- 
ver let a man be aſhamed of his profeſ- 
fon; my Lord, that is one of my max- 
ims, and a very good one it is; expe- 


rience ſhews it; my profeſſion has done 


much for me, and I was never aſhamed 


of it in my life. Wherever I am known, 


Jam known for an honeſt man, and 
that is a great character as the world 
goes, more than all your men of quality 
can ſay.” I beg your pardon, I mean no 


refleions upon you; every body ſpeaks 


well of your Lordſhip, I am ſure.” _ 
I thought the young lady ſeemed a 
little diſtreſſed at the volubility of her 
father's tongue, and therefore, like a 


good chriſtian, I was willing to relieve 


her, and took a ſeat next ber. I aſked 


her if ſhe was fond of dancing, as I 


hoped we ſhould be able to bave a very 
good dance this evening. © Oh, yes, 


ma'am, I am extremely fond of dancing; 


but J get a vaſt deal of it, for we have 
private balls very often, and my mam- 
ma and I make a point of never miſſing 
the London. I think your La'ſhip ne- 
ver goes to the London: I ſuppoſe you 
don't chooſe to come into the city; but 


Jean aſſure you we have very genteel 


meetings, 


| 
q 
; 
a 
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meetings, and a vaft deal of obs com 
n 

1.1 80 ber Ldid not doubtthe ele egance 
of their parties at all, but-tbat I was 6 
little in town I had not an opportunity 
of being much ſeen in publie; and as] 
found the only wiſhed her father to be 
filent that ſhe: harangue in her own 
way, I thought myſelf juſtified: 1n lear- 
ing her, to acquaint you, | my. friend, 
with all that was going or 
I have been ſo buſy with the ridicy 
lons part of the — ny, that 1 have 
never told you we have the Hon. Mr. 
Leſley, and his ſiſter, ſtaying with us; 
they are juſt ſuch kind of people as you 
would like. I cannot bei 
ric upon them. 

I intended to ha ve aſked balls; to al 
ſift me to- day in writing to you, but to 
fay the truth, ſhe looks ſo beautiful, that 
J cannot bear the thoughts of her being 
abſent from company, tho' but for a 


ſhort time, ſo yon muſt content yourſelf 


with hearing leſs of our proceedings 
Her dreſs is a thin muſlin, glazed, and 
black ornaments ; indeed ſhe is a lovely 
figure. Our neighbours: will be coming 
ſoon, and then I declare I will not write 
1 this evening. | — 

or 


d a bigber 
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Lord Mordington is to be here; you 
may ſuppoſe that is a great compliment 
o me, but ſomehow I am become a 
mighty favourite of his lately. Selina is 
o dance the two firſt dances. with lord 
Veſtbury, and your friend with Drum- 
mond. I ant forry to add we are to 
hange partners, for I am ſure we can- 
not meet with any body more agreeable 
0 us. en I | 

I muſt be obliged to confeſs there is a 
ſort of flirtation between Drummondand 
nyſelf, but it is a very ftrange one; he 
is ſometimes ſo! prodigiouſly attentive 
and civil, that I regard the conqueſt as 
ſecure; and then without any viſible rea- 
ſon, he flies to the other end of the room 
and don't vouchſafe even to look at me 
for two or three hours together. He is 
a ſtrange animal, but I muſt fuit him as 
well.as I can. I am ſummoned down 
ſtarrs. Adieu, my ever dear Eliza, may 
happineſs ever attend you, is the ſincere. 


prayer of your 


LET 


118 WREATH OF: FRIENDSHIP. 


. ENT EN N 


Lady Julia Harcourt, in continuation. 


Livingfton- Abbey, May 11, 


| Ovs ball, my dear Eliza, was a: 
elegant and ſplendid as my  father' 
x heart could have wiſhed. The compa. 
= | ny ſeemed to enjoy their entertainment, 
and during tea, the gentlemen were ſo 
extremely brilliant, and ſaid ſo many 
ſmart things, that they made that part 
| of the evening, which we expected 
3 would be the moſt heavy, quite the 
| contrary. I hold it however impoſſible 
| for a company of mortals to ſpend hve 
hours together, without ſome croſs ac 
cident to interrupt their mirth; and fo 
it happened to us. 

I had the bonour of dancing the firſt 
minuet with Lord Weſtbury, he was 
then deſired to take out another lady, 
and he very properly led out | 
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be locked lovely indeed, and danced | 


better than I ever ſaw any body. 
As ſoon as the minuet was over, Lond 


Weſtbury ſeated himſelf next her, and 


they ſeemed ſo entirely engaged in con- 
verſation with each other, that J verily 
believe they did not condeſcend to caſt 
one glance towards any other object, 
for above two bours. I obſerved old 
Teſty did not like it at all ; he was in a 
continual fret, but he had been in ſuch 


violent good humour all day, I bad no 


tear his temper. would forlake bim at 
that time. 

W hen notice was s given 7 the c coun» | 
try dance, lady Charlotte declared her- 
ſelf quite unequal to the fatigue, the 
very idea was inſupportable, conſe- 


quently Lord Weſtbury: handed Selina 


to the head of the room ; Drummond. 
and myſelf walked quietly to the bot- 
tom. Lord Mordington could no long- 
er bear it, Why, Charles, you pup- 
py exclaimed he, © what are you do- 
ing? why don't you hand Lady Julia 
to her place?” © Lady, Julia is engaged, 
Sir, and wiſhes to ſtand at the bottom. 


I am , going to dance with Miſs Court. 
ney,” 


« You 
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Tou are going to de no fach thing, 


| Sir; it is all a plot, a contrivance be- 
tween you and Henry to torment and 


vex me; vour whole pleaſure is to 
make me miſerable. Tou knew it was 
my wiſh you ſhould dance with Eady 
Julia, and” for that reaſon you ſuffered 
Drummond to afk her, and you muſt 
take Miſs Courtney, a gift that nobody | 
knows.” 

Here my father took the alarm! 4 It 
is to me, "(ny Lord Mordington, you 


muſt anſwer for theſe words; Miſs 


Courtney is my ward, and I will yot 
fuffer any ſoul breathing to treat her 
with diſreſpect. Her family is fult as 
genteel as any in the room, and give 


me leave to add, that thoſe people do 


not know their lofs, * that are unac- 
quaitited with her.” © | 
Poor Selina! yon wilt FE) bor ber ſi- 


tuation! the eyes of the whole room 


fixed upon her; every body waiting 
or” her to begin the dance. 

At this jancture, the amiable Leſ- 
ley, with a Joabe ever ready to relieve 
the diſtreſſed, joined to a ftrong defire 


of making hinferr agreeable- to 'Selina, 


came to her relief, and requeſted' he 


might have the happineſs of going a6 
the 


* 
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the dance with her, and he would then 
reſign her to Lord Weſtbury. My fa- 
ther took her hand from Weſtbury, and 
gave it to Leſley. © Aye, do Ib, do 
ſo, ſaid Don Choletic, and then Charles 
ſhall dance with Lady Julie.“ © Indeed, 
he will not, my Tord, laid I, it is Mr. 
Drummond 1 Hate protaiſed to dance 
with, and I make a conſcience of 1 never 
being worſe than my word. _ 
What, do you conſpire to teile 
me? Have you joined in the league to 


make my life as miſerable as poſſible? 
Speak to her, my Lord St. Clair, and 


inſiſt upon her doing as ſhe ought. 0 e I 


beg, uncle, faid Drummond, if you 
don't chooſe your fon to dance, you 


will not interfere with. my happineſs ; 


the world ſhall not oblige me to give ; 


up my partner, and therefore,” — 


* Hold your tongue, Henry, bold. 
ur tongue, don't provoke me; yo 


will put me in a paſſion, and then you 
don't know how you may get me ap- 
peaſed again. I am not oſten iu a paſ- 


ſion, but if you once provoke me, you. 


don t know where it may end.“ 
« Why then, my Lord, to make the 
matter ſhort, and prevent bad conſèe- 


quences, I believe it will be beſt to let 
.. „ Julia 
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Julia follow her own inclinations; ſhe 
is a perverſe girl, you know, and not 
much uſed to contradiction; and you, 
my dear Selina, wlll call this firit dance 
with Mr. Leſley.“ This was a ſort of 
compromiſe, and therefore to be com- 
plied with. Lord Weſtbury folded his 
arms, and retired to a ſeat in the cor- 
ner, more out of humour than I 
thought it poſhble for him to have 
=... 
Lady Charlotte bleſſed her ſtars that 
Lord Mordington was no relation of 
hers, for he had thrown her into a 
nervous tremour ſhe had no hopes of 
recovering for a month to come. The 
city mils looked as if ſhe would have 
ſaid we have no ſuch brutes at the Lon- 
don ; and her brother ſeemed to ſay, he 
would rather watch the ſhop every Sa- 
turday night for a year to come, than 


Papa ſhould ſcold him fo much. I be- 


heve we were all a little diſconcerted, 
but a ſhort time reſtored us to our for- 
mer ſelves. „ 

As ſoon as the dance was over I ob- 
ſerved Selina go up to Lord Weltbury, 
and with the {ſweeteſt ſmile in the world, 
told him, © ſhe was afraid ſhe had been 
the cauſe of much uneaſineſs to him this 

1 1 e e veniag, 
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evening, by drawing upon him his fa. 
ther's diſpleaſure; - ſhe intreated he 
would not think of dancing with her, 
as ſhe would not for the world do any 
thing that might give offence to Lord 
Mordington.” © 

„Tou the cauſe of uticsfinef to me, 
my angel! ſaid Weſtbury; impoſſible! 
it is from you alone that I can ever 
hope for any earthly joy or ſatisfaction. 
Tho' my father's petulance may render 
me truly uncomfortable, it ſhall' never 
prevent'me declaring the moſt upalter- 
able, unchaugeable affection for my 
Selina?“ As he pronounced 5 
words he preſſed her hand to his lips 
with ſo gala an air, and looked at 
the ſame time ſo beautiful, I don't 
chink there are many of us cruel fair 
ones, (except you, Hat d coiled have 
withſtood MU, in * wal 

As no part of l OR pech was 
intended for me to hear, I thought it 
time to move my quarters before Tis 
diſcovered that I was in the ſecret. 
Now perhaps you will ſuſpect me of 
being. a little ſpiteful, for it appears ve- 
ry plain to me, through the whole of 
this ſcene, that the worthy old gentle- 
man intended me for his ſon, had not 


G 2 Selina's 
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Selina's ſuperior charms ſupplanted me. 
But don't, miſtake, my dear, ſo gene- 
rous and diſintereſted a Be L that I. can 
with pleaſure reſign him to my friend; 
and if the fates ordained: it, could be 
well contented with the nephew, who, 
no. doubt, in point of outward accom- 
pliſhments is inferior to my Lord Weſt- 
| So depraved you fee is ſome 
ple's taſte. iii 
Lord Weſtbury refuſed to dance, but | 
toak. his place at a card table till ſup- 
per: was announced; he then ſeated 
himſelf next to Scline... and the reſt of 
the evening paſſed off with the utmoſt 
conviviality. and good humour. _ 
I bad almoft —.— to tell you, I was 
much diſconcerted by my father intro- 
ducing Captain. A at. dinner, 
whom. you may; remember I' met with 
in the Park the laſt time we were in 
toun. II am called. fax. Adieu, my 
dean friend; believe me you with the 
moſt. unaleerable e 7 
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1 my | Jail Idaho; you "tai begin! to 
teach << wiſdom; I now fit down to 
beg you will give [yourſelf no trouble 
about a taſk ſo difficult. I am deter- 
mined to hve and die in che ſolly that 
now poſſeſſes me, that of loving, Eo 
4 out daring to hope tor a return; but the 
object is of ſo ſuperior a nature that ſuch 
reverence appears to me * of my 
duty, and] xield ane to em 
. inipulſe. Huleig eig 
Tou perhaps ad an /avcount! of 
the company, and the entertainment of 
yeſterday, but 1 deſcribe no fuch trivial 
matters, oh that I conld paint to you, 
as fee, dhe merits of that amiable o- 7 
man who deigns to call me friend! yes, 1 
D * e me „ os mo bara in 1 


F 
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agree, Seymour! There is bappineſs 
ſufficient to intoxicate a ſtronger head 
than mine. But whither do I ramble? 
let me begin tbe ſtory, which I am fure 
I ſhall tell wretchedly, but oo muſt 
know it. 

After dinner, when every. one. had 
2 his glaſs in bonour of the da 
and when 0. good wiſhes of the Any 
bad brought tears into many bright 
eyes, Lord St. Clair was called out 
upon buſineſs. After a little time had 


*. elapſed; he returned, leading by the 


band/an officer, young and handſome ; 
all eyes were upon them, but our atten- 
tion was particularly arreſted, when 
going up to Lady Julia, he ſaĩd, tis to 
ou, my dear girl, this gentleman is de- 
ck of making his acknowledgments; 
tis from you; he ſays, he has received his 
preſent bappineſs, and he wiſhes, in the 
moſt. public manner, to aſſure you of 
his gratitude. On no other day would 
Þ have Amed you with this ſcene, 
but now! when your merit has con- 
firmed my felicity in the moſt unexpect- 
ed manner, you muſt for once bear 
with the peculiarities of a fond father, 
and allow this gentleman, (what he 1s 
ſo deſirous of doing) to tell the ſtory, i in 


which you bear ſo conſpi picuous a part.” 
Good 
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| Good heavens ! what were my ſen- 


ſations at this moment? Julia was 


overcome with confufion, ſhe was ready 
to faint in the arms of this ſtranger; 1 
thought I beheld the lover ready to re- 
ceive the hand of his fair miſtreſs. In 
ſhort, every poſſibility, and every im- 
poſſibility, that could preſent itſelf, 


overwhelmed my mind. But Lady Ju- 


lia was retiring ; with a faint 80180 ſhe 
intreated her father's leave to with- 
draw; I ſaw her quit the room; the 

youth remained, and 1 was nveied to 
my e b 

Wöben the female part of the com- 

pany bad retired, and Lord St. Clair 


was convinced bis daughter's indiſpo- 


ſition was only occaſioned by this cir- 
cumſtance, he defired the young gentle- 
man would in a few words, ſatisfy the 
curioſity he had raiſed, and relate the 
manner in which his daughter had 
been the bappy means of his good for. 
ng” 

With pleaſure, Sir, ſhall I give 
the hiſtory of that benevolence, which 
has brought back to eaſe and tranquil- 
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1K —_ is en en fince 
| Me reſs was at its ſummit, ——The 
fo 


ier of fortune, I had early in life 


the imprudence to follow the ſenſations 
of my heart, and make a generous girl 
the. partner of my poverty; with her 
hand ſhe oy gaye me her fortune; 
this was ſmall, but our ſanguine ideas 
thought it an inexhauſtible fund, aud 
we flattered ourſelves that before our 
little ſtore ſhould be entirely gone, ſome 
happy moment would reward two faith- 

l hearts, How ideal was This expec- 
tation! We had no friends that were 
able to aſſiſt us, and in vain did ex- 
hett promotion without money, the 


grand. ver of Fuse earthly happi- 

The few | ee which we 
— poſſeſſee d were 100 3 Sur 
family eee and ſo * 002 


fities; a and on the birth of our fourth 
child we 3 ourſelves greatly in 
debt, and our creditors elamorous. 
was now obliged to take a ſmall apart- 
ment within the verge of the court, and 
aying obtained leave of abſence for a 
few months, in this place, I ſhut my- 
ſelf up, ſeldom or ever taking the air 


even within the limits. My Charlotte's | 


| 1 58 began to fail, the infant at her 
breaſt 


Sev Has 6— At. "EY WY 24" "HE. 
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breaſt could not there find ſufficient” 
nouriſhment 3 and we ourſelves had 
hardly the means of continuing our ex- 
iſtence:. 


1 m ud ate Pecs diy: Beilied-Win 


you niy bounds; loſt in thought, not 
daring” 4 look back {on the paſt, and 
deſpairing of the future without know-" 
ing whither I wandered; I found my- 
ſelf by one of the canals 1 — Hyde-Park. 

debated in my mind the horrid 
thought of putting —.— to my exiſt-.. 
ence! My. wife and babes ſtill preſent- 


ing themſelves in all their glowing co- 
lours. One moment I receded, the 


next advanced; and in this manner 1 
faney I had ſpent about half an hour, 
when the found of horſes feet reuſed 
me from my perplexivy. | — ing upI 


ſaw myſelf obſerved” by à lady on 


horfeback? © It was — in the day, 
and I had thought myſelf quite unſeen 
till this moment. Shame, and a chou 
ſand crowding ſenſations made me quit 

a ſpot which had given birth to ſuch” 
fatab ideas. I walked flowly away; my 
eyes fixed on the earth, till paffing the 
lady, P heard ſometbing fall. I turned 
round and beheld: an elegant purſe. It 
muſt be tke . of the fair horſe-- 


1 G 5 woman. 
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woman. I took it up, poor as IJ was, 
my honeſty did not for a moment for- 
fake me. Begone, temptation, ſaid 
I, I have had enough of thee ; let inte- 
grity guide the, reins.” I flew back, 
calling as I ran to the attendant, who 
followed. Stop your lady, that I 
may return wbat 0 has loſt.” I pre- 
ſented tbe purſe, and bowing, turned 
away. Sbe called me to her. Sir, 
you have had the good luck to take up 
a trifle of little uſe to me, perhaps you 
may not look upon its contents with 
the ſame indifference. I flatter myſelf 
you will pardon a little ſtratagem, made 
uſe of to try if my conjectures were 
well founded ; the ſtate of mind I have 
juſt had occaſion to obſerye muſt bave 
ſome cauſe. - If the want of what that 
purſe contains, occaſioned the pertur- 
bation I have remarked, take it, and 
believe I would do ſtill mne to ſerve 
tbe unfortunate.? | 
«Gracious God! I e e haſt 
thou ſent an angel to miniſter, to my 
diſtreſſes I to reſtore, me the lives of a 
wife and children! or is it a mortal 
thou haſt endowed with ſuch humani- 
ty?” It äs a mortal; Sir, weak and 
crring as yourſelf; 80 home to your * 
* 1 | 7 mM y 7 
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mily, make them eaſy if poſſible, and 
be 10 yourſelf; if this trifle is not ſut- 
ficient for that purpoſe, in a little time 
I can do more; give me your addreſs, 
tis all the return I aſk, and haſte to the 
relief of your family.” © had a card 
in my pocket, and juſt ſtrength enough 
to give it, when leaning againſt her 
horſe, I could hardly ſupport myſelf 
from falling ; a ſtarting tear at this mo- 
ment reſtored to me my faculties. © Tell 
me, I ſaid, what name is it I muſt teach 
my little ones to liſp ? for whoſe feli- 
eity they muſt offer up their daily pray- 
ers ? and J will go and bleſs then with 
the news of ſtill having bread to give 
them. —“ That, ſaid my benefactreſe, 
is a matter of no conſequence, in a few 
days it is poſſible I may myſelf call on 
Mrs. Douglas. In the mean time 1 wiſh 
you all poſſible happineſs.” TF 1915; 199k 
* I returned home with a beart as 
light as the air I breathed, and on en- 
tering my own door met the bailiff 
whom, before I had fo cautiouſly avoid-. 
ed. © Come in, friend, I ſaid, I no long- 
er fear you, I have the means to ſatisfy 
your demands :” (for J had the cunofity 
to look at the contents of my purſe, 1 
found there. ten guineas, and: a forty 
| pound 
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pound note) Thirty was What this 
creditor required, and a very ſhort 
time finiſned the buſineſs to our mutual 
ſatisſaction. My wife trembling and 
fearful durſt hardly aſk by what ſtrange 
event JI bad come into poſſeſſion of ſuch 
a ſum. It is broad day light, ſurely 
von have taken no illegal means to pro- 
cure it? |} had no difficulty of con- 
vincing Sh all was well, and on bear- 
ing my Kory ber gratitude WAS almoſt 

ſuperior to mine. 
I ſpem 2 charming hour plats her 
and wy little ones ; and then ſer out to 
defray: my only remaining debt; it was 
to the taylor, who had been very mer- 
cifal to me, and I could not anſwer it 
to my confcience to delay longer the 
payment when it was in my power. I 
apologised to him for being ſo. dilatory, 
and told him my neceſſities were the 
real cauſe.— An officer was in the room 
who bore: marks of bard ſervice and 
ſtealing age. Young man, n 
himſelf io me) yon 1 boneſt, 
ſorry yon are poor; let me into yea 
kiftory, and though T cannot zgw aſſiſt 
u, perhaps ſometime it may be in 
My power. I expect in a little time to 
” xowarded * theſe manned limbs by 
a regiment ; 
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2 regiment ; give me your name, when 
that happens I will remember you.” I 
told him every thing I have now re- 
lated, and the old gentleman's eyes 
were filled with ſympathetic tears; 
from that moment we have continued 
our acquaintance, and yeſterday I re- 
ceived from him a captain's commiſſion 
in the regiment he has at laſt obtained. 
We are going to India immediately, but 
I could not leave England without pay- 
ing my refpe&s to the author of all my + 
good fortune, who has been unceafingly- 
kind to my family, and has often blef- 
fed us with her ſociety. © This,”/gentle- 
men, is my round unvarnifhed tale.“ 
Tis unneceſſary, Seymour, to telt 
you the comments upon it; your heart 
will anticipate them, and I think it is 4 
ſtory that will pleaſe you. Adieu, tov 
day we are going to a ruſtic dinger ſtiiu 
in honour of this enchanting mortal. E 
have not a moment more to throw away 
upon you; very ſoon you ſhall hear 
again from youhuhn t: — 
1041 3. 
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n E ee 


Lady Julia Harcourt to Miſs Darley. 


{linen alley. Saturday, May 18. 


1 AM happy to inform you, my dear 


friend, that our tumultuous gaieties are 
all over, and that we have once more 
returned to our former peace and tran- 
quillity. Our gueſts have almoſt all 
taken their departures ; we have none 
remaining but the Leſleys, and couſin 


Selwin. But why happy you will ſay? 
it is not very natural for a young lady, 
rather of a gay turn, to be happy at the 


. of balls, e breakfaſts, 


All this i 18 very true, Eliza, but tho” 


I am fond of mirth, I do not love riots 
and dancing; they are, as I before 
proved to you, ſeldom productive of 
any thing but uneaſineſs, as poor Se- 
lina c can witneſs. I love the country 

| in 
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in its ſimpleſt form; on that account 
our ſecond day's entertainment pleaſed 
me more than the firſt, If we are to 
have diſſipation, let it be in London; 
there we cannot fright the humble vil- 
lagers, nor turn the heads of our coun- 
try neighbours. This ſhould be the 
manſion of peace and innocence. The 
company we have at preſent in the 
houſe is exactly to my taſte, and when 
joined by our agreeable neighbours, 
who muſt be an addition to every cit; 
cle, we are quite complete. The man- 
ly ſenſe of Weſtbury, the vivacity of 
Drummond, joined to the good humour 
of Leſley, with a little acid poured in 
agreeably enough now and then by Sel- 
win, Prevents our converſation from 
becoming either tedious or inſipid. Our 
evenings are devoted to ſocial converſe; 
ſometimes cards are called in as auxili - 
aries for tbe relief of my Father and 
Mother, who have not you know ſo 
many pretty flirtations to amuſe them as 
young people: though I muſt do them the 
juſtice to ſay, they always find pleaſure 
in our rational entertainments. We 
bave occaſionally a little muſic ; Selina 
ſings like a ſyren, I can, you know, 
quaver a little; Weſtbury plays in 4 
maſterly 
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maſterly ſtyle on the german flute; and 
in ſhort, we ean all do fomething to- 
wards a Craſp. 

Our mornings! : are entirely at our 
own diſpoſal. The lovelineſs of the 
ſeaſon naturally leads us out of doors 
for our amuſement ;- when we do not 
ride, Selina and myfelf wander forth 
delighted with the opening” proſpect : 
viewing with rapture the trees which 
are putting on their green attire, the 
flowerets that are juſt lifting up their 
modeſt heads on every-hilloek; or liſ- 
tening v to r r poFD 'of the diſtant 
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the j joys of rural life; as thoſe however 
are ſo much to your own taſte, I need 
not make an apology for enlarging up- 
on that ſubject. | 

Miſs Leſley's delicate ſtate of health 
confines her to the uſe of the chariot 
with my mother. She is a charming 
woman, has ſeen a great deal of the 
world, and has profited by the obſer- 
Vations the has made upon it. Her 
opinion is of importance on almoſt 
erery ſubject; I never hear her ſay an 
ill natured or ſatirical thing of any bo- 
dy, but always ready to extenuate or 
excuſe thoſe that are accuſed. How 
melagehbaly, that ſo amiable a: perfon 
ſhauld labour under a continued ſeries 
of ill health, which renders her entirely 
unfit ſor the more active duties of life: 
for I am (till of opinion, notwithſtand- 
ing all your arguments to the con- 
trary, that the higheſt character a ſen: 
ble woman can appear in, is a wife 
and mather. 

1 would not, however, one: you 
ſuppoſe, though I have ſketched out 
to yon the plan of life we purſue, 
according fo much wih my own 
way of thinking, that we are exempt 
irom troubles. No ſuch thing; when- 

7, en 
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ever my Lord Mordington favours us 
with his company, we are as much 
tormented as if we were pent up in a 


populous city, and obliged to bear all 


the nome of a clamorous multitude, 
His ill humour is intolerable, and un- 


fortunately he comes much oftner than 
he uſed to do; I flatter myſelf all his 
vigilance will not prevent Weſtbu 

continuing his partiality for Selina. But 
I don't know why I ſhould ſay fo, for 


I think ſhe has almoſt as good a chance 


of happineſs with Leſley, who is ex- 


tremely fond of her. Miſs Leiley is alſo 


very much attached to ber, ſo that I am 
ſure they would be a family of harmo- 


ny; and at any rate it is but uncom- 


fortable to be connected with a ſet of 


people who are not deſirous of the alli- 


ance. But ſo blind are we to our own 
bappineſs, that Selina ſeems viſibly 
pained by every attention of Leſley's, 
while ſhe receives the moſt trifling civi- 
lity from Weſtbury with heart-felt ſa- 
tisfaction. As I don't think one perſon 
can judge of another in theſe affairs, I 
have carefully avoided mentioning this 
obſervation to her. 


I am very ch aſtoniſhed at not 


bearing from you, | I can only account 
for 
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for it, by ſuppoſing you intend to ſur- 


prize us with a viſit, either in going or 
returning from London; don't let me 
be miſtaken in my conjedture. Le voila 
arrive, ce fripon, this Drummond to 
ſee if we- will ride this morning. His 
importunities cannot be reſiſted. Bon 


jour ma tres aimable, & tres parfaite- 


ment amie 


Votre 


Julia Harcourt. - 


* 
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LETTER XXI. 


Miſs Dar nley to 1 Lady Fulia Harcour F. | 


London, May, 17. 


FRO M the fountain of pleaſure and 
diſſipation, your friend, my julia, ad- 
dreſſes you. I told you in my laſt that I 
expected a friend of my dear Mrs. Scu- 
damore's from India. The moment 1 
beard of her arrival, I left the peaceful 
vale of Wansford, and got ſafe to town 
about a week ago. This haſty depar- 
ture muſt be my apology for not anſwer- 
ing your agreeable letters; and you muſt 
make my peace with Lord St. Clair, for 
not accepting his invitation to the cele- 
bration of your birth day. 

Wherever I am, it muſt be a day 
marked by a thouſand agreeable reflec- 
tions. You are a real bleſſing, my dear 
Julia, to all who have the happineſs of 
calling you friend; without the affecta- 
tion of appearing always in the right, 
7 7 peu 
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you have ſo many ways of making all 


around feel that ſelf complacency and 
inward ſatisfaction which is the only ſure 
foundation of real enjoyment. I do not 
mean to flatter you, but my heart is fo 
warmly attached to you, that I carer 


at all times reſtrain my pen. 

J had the pleaſure of bearing a moſt 
favourable account of my friend — 
who bas ſome expectation of being in 


England before many months are elapf- 


ed. Mrs. Denniſon is an agreeable lively 
woman; when IT fee you, I will give 
you the particulars of ber ſtory, which 
are very romamtie. She fpeaks in raps 


tures of Mrs. Scudamore and” ber huſ- 


band, and ſays they are extremely haps 


py⸗ only they bave no children. As 


ſhe ſpoke theſe words, ſhe claſped to 
ber boſom a infant that far ſri 
ing on her knee, and all the mother 
ſhone in her expreſſive eye. n 
There are little ſtrokes of tenderneſs 
that affect one more than the moſt ela- 
borate and ſtudied ſpeeehes; this was 
one of thoſe, and I drew out my hand- 
kerchief without knowing why I was in 
want of it. Sbe has promiſed to ſpend 
ſome time with me, but not᷑ at preſent. 


'. have been much diverted ſince 1 
came 
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came to town, by the numerous wants 
my maid has diſcovered that I have; Ill '© 
aud you muſt expect to ſee me a ver P: 
faſhionable lady, at leaſt, as far as rel 
ean conltitute that character. I have 0 
been under the milliner's care to reform 
my gothic taſte, and whenever ſne ſends 
me auy new things home, ſhe attends to 
ſee I do not put them on in an old fa- e 
ſhioned way. In the midſt of all this I © 
frippery, how my heart ſighs for eaſe ſo 
and retirement, But the folly of my ill © 
- maid and my milliner is not my only be 
evil; unfortunately I have à very nume. Ii © 
rous and genteel acquaintance, who are le 
ſo. polite as to call upon me every i 
morning, and I muſt either be talked to I *: 
death at home, or L muſt fly from ſhop 
to ſhop, and from one ſcene of confu- 
ſion to another, till the agreeable hour of || ©: 
dreſſing. 2011 endeavour to bellave like us 
themſelves, at leaſt as far as my country 
manners will, permit, but I find the con- 55 
verſation of the preſent age is chiefly 
made up of exclamations; and they 8 
who are happy enough to make a dif- Pa 
covery of any defect or miſtake in a | fl 
friend or e nfanek, are ſure of uni- 
verla beck ful tt n emtt om 80 
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Methinks I. could be as ſevere (tho? 
tending to a different point) as the com- 
pany I now aſſociate with, upon the fol - 
ſies as well as vices of the age; ape 8 
deſcription is but too juſt 

« A youth of frolic, and old age of 

cards.“ 

But my railing at the world will not 
reform. it, therefore I ſuffer myſelf 10 be 
dragged from one place of public re- 
ſort to another, with all the patience of 
a ſtoic; and pleaſe myſelf in reflecting 
better things are in ſtore for me. Such 
converſation, my dear Julia, I intend to 
leave in three days, and recompence 
myſelf for what I ſuffer here, in the 
agreeable ſociety at Livingſton. 

Tell Lady St. Clair J will do myſelf 
the honour of ſpending a week with her, 
and I ſhall in that time I hope learn as 
many amiable virtues from her, as 1 
have been loſing hours with the gay com- 
pany I now keep. I wiſh moſt 1mpa- 
nently for the day when 1 ſhall once 
again ſee my friend, my Julia, my com- 
panion. I love you ſo ſincerely that the 
proſpect alone of being with you gives a 
glow of pleaſure to my boſom, eaſier 
felt than deſcribed. You muſt prepare 
Selina to love me ; being your fnend, 

enſures 
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enſures hera place in my heart. I ſhall 
have great pleaſure in ſeeing one who 
ſtands fo high in your eſteem. 

I begin to fear for your poor heart; 
Drummond ſeems to be gaining ground 
faſt ; J hope he will not prove a traitor 
and ſteal it quite away, but he ſeems 
very well ihclined to give his own in re- 
tutn, and mutual love has long been your 
criterion of happineſs. That you may 
enjoy it, with every advantage, is the 

ardent wiſh of, your 5 


| Eliza Darnley. 
5 p. 8. = I have not forgot your inſinua · 


tion about Mr. Seymour, but have not 
now time to anſwer it. When I ſee 


you, I pray you be fparing of your 


raillery 5 


. 


„ as 
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1 o tete my dear Drütime ond, 
have for ſome time given me much con- 
eern. Your lively imagination has of 
ten hurried you beyond the ftrit bounds 
of propriety ; but whilft your heart took 
no part in theſe follies, I 
you would 'foon' 'renirn to reaſo on, 
ſorry hawever to obſerve; that theft 
gaieties are at length become criminal. 
Excuſe me, Drummond, if I ſeem a 


little harſh'in'my expreſſions; it is not 4 


flattered my Ned 


— 


time to ſtudy flowery metaphors, when 


a friend is in danger of loſing that inte- 


grity Which gave additional ſuſtre to his 


other virtues. Your conduct towards 


Lady Julia is certainly reprebenſible ; 
and in a ſtill deeper ſhade will you ap- 
pear, when you conſider your, Engage- 
ment with Mademoiſelle Sanzey. By 


N . kn 
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every art you were maſter of, you endea- 

voured to gain her love, and now leave 
ber to regret her folly in years of future 
miſery; and. all this to indulgè a very 
culpable vanity. You have” been re- 
ceived a ſecond time into an amiable fa- 
mily, and are-repaying their kindnefs to 
you by betraying their only child into a 
falſe hope of happineſs; and will leave 
her in the ſame eaſy way to lament her 
eredulity. Thus, Drummond, you wil 


have made two amiable women unhappy: 
to amuſe an idle rn: 7 a 
Aſk your own heart, if you have 
acted with honour or hg 3 
Would you betray, a tiuſt committed to 
you by an unſuſpecting friend? bow 
then ſhiall you anſwer for your. preſent 
conduct? have you not already betray- 
ed the confidence of the friends of Ma- 
demoiſelle Sanzey, and are you not 
about to ruin for ever the tranquillity, of 
anotber happy family? You call yourſelf 
a gentleman, and expect to he treated as 
ſuch; but you ſhould endeavour to ſup- 
port the character which you pretend to. 
How often have I heard, you condemn 
thoſe whoſe ſteps you are now follow- 
ing! recolle& yourſelf before, it is too 
late, and leave a Place: where you are 
every 
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every moment in danger of forfeiting 
that honour which you have till lately ſo 
greatly prized. You condemn the mid- 
night robber, who takes from you what 
perhaps you can very well ſparez-and 
which the cries of an helpleſs family pro- 
hably. have driven him to ſeek ; but ſure- 
ly his crime is greater, who robs a fel. 
low creature of peace and happineſs. 
Jo your feelings, to your juſtice, * to 
your religion, I apply; act like a man of 
integrity, and truſt the reſt to heaven. 
I hope to hear from you ſoon, but not 


from Lord Mordington's ; if you cannot re- 


fiſt a temptation, fly from it; come to 
me, I will endeavour all in my power to 
| ſettle your difordered thoughts; parti- 
cularly as at preſent I am in want of 
comfort. Miſs Darnley is gone to Lon- 
don, and in her return 1s to viſit Lady 
Julia, who I underſtand is her moſt in- 
timate friend. The country has loſt moſt 
of its charms, in her abſence; let me 
then, my friend, perſuade you to come 
and ſhare with me thoſe pleaſures we 
here can boaſt; you will find a ſelf. ap- 
proving conſcience one of the firſt bleſ- 
ſings a mortal can enjoy. In this retreat 
you will recover your ſenſes, and lee the 
dangerous precipice which you have 
23 _ canes 
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You are grows a 3 
pondent, Seymour, who were orice very 
ſond of writing; what is it that bas 
wrought this unp eaſant change in you? 
is it love, that powerful paſſion? if fo, 
9 different are its effects on different. 
conſtiutions; it makes me loqua cĩtus tu 
the higheſt degree, and f Lam not * | 
ing, J maſt be writing! I am fenſible 
that my cemverſatiom is ticefome to my 
friends, becauſe I ſeldom vary in ſub- 
ject. But I — way wo 
humour Weſtbury by turning the ch. 
verſation on Selma; whole! hie aud ad. 
ventures are ſo interwovew with Lady 
Julia's, that it would be diffichlt io fe- 
parate them had I any inclination; and 
I fancy I fhould not much offend yu. 
were * now e and: _— nn. liza 
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my theme. I hear ſhe is really very 
amiable, but abſolutely invincible. 

We have, been for theſe laſt three days 
on a viſit in the neighbourhood, and 
were not able to ſee our friends at the 
. oh 0 5 e, went early, and 


0 


Y- 
were” tho Lady 7 . Julia's drefling | 
room ich is the eva: room 1n the 
morning); ſhe met me with a ſorrowful 


ae lin ging t the following _ 


ne fo ede b 1 
= . he left me all in ſarrow? 1b 400 


men days are gone for ever, 


he faid he d coßne 1 
* 1 — Kc. ö 1155 * 4 4 
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Her affected gravity did not . re- 
main, ſhe ſuffeted eden, my peace 
with ber; and while Weſtbury and Se- 
lina were faying ſoft things in another 
part of the room, I ſealed our reconcili- 
ation on her beautiful hand, and we are 
now as good friends as ever.. 

Selwyn came in and did not appear to 
reliſh the good humour and familiarity 
of the company at all; and ſtill leſs ſo, 
when Lord St. Clair entered the room 
with a letter in his hand, and addreſſing 
Lady Julia, ſaid, I have a meſſage for 
n rom Captain Douglas; 3 he begs me 

33 7 to 
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to preſent to you his moſt reſpectful ac- 
knowledgments on all accounts, more 
particularly for ycur laſt act of friend- 
ſhip.” ig Oh, very well, my dear Sir, 
I know what he means perfectly, you 
need ſa no more on that ſubject T“ 
_ 1: Tndeedy but Bi ſhall acquit myſelf of 
the charge; this laſt kindnefs is, being 
ſponſor for his little boy, who was on 
Iburſday named: Henry, by your deſire.: 
Now pray tell me, Julia, how in the · 
name of wonder you came to fix on this 
name of all others . Upon my word; 
Sir, I.— I. - don't know, —it came into 
my bead juſt at that moment; and 1 
thought it would do quite as well às ano: / 
ther, Abe was at La loſs, and deſred me 
10 decide for bhih ? 37 0 e 2 
1 * Very welb my dear, I Have! no ür 
of obj jection to it, only: I:could not help 
thinking! you mult have ſome particular 
partialny to that nams above all others.” 
bis laſt ſentence. was a little hard 
upon poor Lady Julia, who had not re- 
covered bekiconfaſion; and her father 
looked at her with a very ſignificant 
ſmile all the time. As for myſelf, tho! 
I could not miſtake this little proof of 
her attachment, yet the diſtreſs it occa- 
honed. N 96k 5 the pleaſure 
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(at another time) it would haves\given | 
me. Selwyu looked the 


milehief. How caw that oynic ſuppoſe: 
hizzſelf an ohject of eſteem, of i 
to talk of love tone. 360 Wen 
But perhaps I ongt not: to blame in. 
another that preſumption of which I am 
myſelf an example; of conſeſs to you 
What I have had the tæmerity to do _ 
this eclaireiſſement. On the fecond 
of | the; rejoicings on Had Judd bi 
day, me were dancing a amongſt the Au. 
lage girls under ar àwring in the lawn, 
when a little ename d butterfly, win 
which her-ladyſhip's handkerchief was 
faſtened, dropped off, and I unſortu- 
nately trod upon it and: erwſhed it to 
atoms. She bore it withiichrfran forts! 
ue, and only lamented the lofs Borde 
it-had been the preſent of Selina. 
J determined at that moment to re- 
place it by ſome trifle emblematic of my 
love, and ſent to Gray for a golden ar- 
row I had ſeen worn by fome of my fe- 
male acquaintances. I ſoribbled the fol- 
lowing: lines for its paſſport, and wait- 
ed ſome fortunate minute to: gies! it | 
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40 8 there entranc'd i in Joy, for ever reſt 


6 Tell 
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3 ell the dear maid, what: pangs for her 1 
prove, 
. How oft 1 ſigh, how very, much I love: 
„Say without. hes! nd m kart can 


know, 


„Without her Kallen 1. fink. to endleſs 
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* 13 it iu my pocket un u this morn- 
ing, and as we were coming away, 
threw it io Lady ulia; telling her it was 
a rie bad met with ſome where, ang- 
I knew ſhe was fond of them; but Fran 
ed her no to open it till . nN roti mon. 
ing, or ſhe would not be able % die 
ver its merit. 

Jam no- Uving bo” fir 1 rewbgck 
Swift ſays is the fe of a ſpider) All al 
Lacy whine e accepfs O reges my 
preſent; and my ſuit. Weſtbury: has 
Jaſt told. me 2 1 W Vis expeRted at 
Livingſton, the of . your 
Fc 2>g and tell you wil 1 5 | wt en 
have any bopes;: till. then. farewell, 
think off me as ain ee 
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EPE L. me, m aer pennt what 


I muſt thinkcof - © following lives fr from 
Lady; Julia tdceixed:this et 10 


3115: 271 had” 


DAT car pig to tell. 


e . no A 5 45 1 f 
hebbin 5 dell N 
* gde e 130134, ol 
Vamp Wa: Julias heart, 


iendſhip ant true, N 211 1011 
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Lantici pate your ſentiments on this o- 
caſion. *,-Yournwlbſay Lam certain that: 
it is the very anſwer I ought to have 
withed for, fituated as I am; that her 
friendſhip is all I can aſpire to, and zhaz, 
ſhe ny gives. 


\ 


oye a f | | 1 2 H 1 acknowledge 
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Tacknowled 26-thertruch , of) this-argu--, 


meat, 98 reg to π] 0 n unworthinels;3, 
but I feel iti is not, the return my heart 
bas been ighiug for, !orj(ſhall I OD f 
vanity,) that I have expected. 
Weſtbury knows nothing of this. 5 oh 


fair, and has engaged us ding at Lord 
St., Clair's, to-morrow s, by, that time I. 
ſhall; perhapgo haye, zecoyered.,my uſual. 
pirits; 38's pero! comviuce Lady 
Julia, that I am ſtill in zeft, if ſo ſhes! 
would have ir. e. now begin to think it 


bas been cee alone that mage her 1 


fix o my _— or, her, little godſon; 
and bis. /ygrj thought, has, almoſt deter- 
med, ms to wiſh er 2 that her . 
may, igel nothing more for me than ſim- 
ple ſriendſſip. Ves, indeed, 1 will very; 
ſoon make an effort to regain. the indiffer=-1 
ence, the Efe and; ſatisfaction I,enjoyed,., 
befqre, i L. rel, wh, her; but, this day. 
deygte to diſappointed love, and to- 
morgow Leave to change. 2 
As IMiſs Darnley is now. at the Ab- 
bey tis not likely Lady Julia and I ſhould,,, 
have a tete-a-tete; when that happens 
(which I dare not promote) I. wall make - 
my. conteſhgn to ber, and, let her judge: 
what in my .caſe is beſt to be doue. 
W whatever ſhe determines, for me, I 
will 
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-acquieſce, let niiferye be the eonſe- 
quence! but have not courage to deter- 
mine for myſelf L can reaſon and re- 
ſolve, perhaps as juſtly as any one; but 
my paſſions hurry mene and make 
me err in acting. . 
The 'above was written yeltetday- 
morning, tis now twelve at n ght; 4 and” 
we are only juſt returned from our viſit. 
Before my ufual ſutject takes the — 4 | 
let me inform you that T admire your 
Eliza very much; nor do I ſee in der 
| looks or manner fo hopeleſs # profpet 
as you v apprehend. There 18 a foft: 
neſs and gentleneſs in her behaviour 
that an inſenſibiliry of wind could never 
inſpire; and when your name: was men. 
tioned, her cheeks were ſuffuſed/with a 
more glowing colour than they bore at 
our firſt arrance."Ladys Jalia intro! 
duced me te, her as your” particular 
friend; her eyes were caſt down at rhat 
moment, and a ſomething or other pere 
vaded her whole frame; whieh if I am 
nor miſtaken forebodes' good®'fbrume for 
on. 
Lady Jula, 480 your humble ever 
met not with their uᷣſual eaſe, but it was 
ſoon reſtored. I ralhed her on having” 


wager the terms we Rr out upon; and 
told 
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told her I did not expect to have been 
treated ſo much in earneſt as to have my 
gift returned... She touk the hint, and 
rallied in her turn with much art and 
ſpirit ; ſaid, bad the trifle come in any 
other ſhape, it might perbaps have bad 
a better reception, but it came in one 
ſo * queſtionable,” it terrified her, and 
ſhe was glad to be rid of it at any rate. 
« By the by, ſays ſhe, 1 believe your 
Wor broke thro* 2 rules E laid Y 
on the commencement of our e for- 
if T remember right, I abſolutely forbad-” 
al preſents.” Indeed my fair lady, 
ou made no fuch proviſo, nor have ! 
roken the ſhadow of a o mſmand ment: 
therefore do not let the puniſnment eu- 
ceed the offence; but once more extend 
your elemenoy to one who cannot exits? 
under your diſ exkure.”: Poor foul well, 
I wil-f6rghi: als act, but beware 
ob whine tvanfgreſſf.on .. 
Merge Seymour, when yo 
bave done making ſermons, do take up 
your pen to me; it really would be 
very laborious'to' any one but myfelf, 
to keep feribbling at'this rate wirhout a. 
return; and F ſhall ſ6611- "PERL to _ 
eee e nein 
10 OA 1 chene 1 10 
„ 
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| bas 8555 bohrte 1 ld 1019p „» of 
ET Verd. 18 # nbi fa 26497 2 
Sr9G 1 5 1 7 Heufe, Fine mw > 
He OW freetly pal our bours when 
in the company of thoſe We love l. It was. 
with the deepeſt regret, my friend that 
I left you; ithlyoh I feel al ahegoys.. 
of ſocial lite; it is only when lam parted 
from:;you abatob find myſelf as Aplitary; 1 
ä 1&8 ſutficjent t 
cheer my lonely hours, and I have — 0 
tem told you I look upon it as the fir 
bleſſing dap ber wel b tuo bu 
Maur Selina has delighted mei I 
thought Livingſton-· Abbey could baveo 
nocaddition the laſt time I was „Wich 
yqu, et Selina taugbt me that no ſitua- 
tion in this ſtate of being could be ſo 
happy but it might. be improved; for 
her ſociety muſt add to the pleaſure, of 
any party. I enyy you, my Julia, ber 
friendſhip for you, and ſomefimes can- 


not erik n I have not ſuch 
EU 1 a companion 


; 4. 
1 * 
8 1 3 * 
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a companion; ü bot if Lam not deceived, 
even you -deprived ere long of 
her 10 ale ber. lociety... Lord e * 
and Mr. Leſley, if you will allow me 19... 
be a judge, have both felt the Power. 0 
her accompliſh! ments. 
er Deny 1s, much. ſuperior to what... 

expected. You told, me ſhe, Was band- 
ſome; ſhe is, in. 1 mind, ee alertelt | 
finiſhed. beauty Lever ſaw. Hen perſ⸗ on, 1 
is elegant, aud every motio on, gra- 
fear Lelley will be an on” 
lover, Lord Weſtbury's Wpgfiar c- 
| compliſhments, en for Fer. of ul v7 

opy: from, gn bplom am d [ay BR Don, 

ſincere ly. Ton wi del ker. : 


| tion and not! 12 ; esd 
| TI was muc e nib 5 W i 
| eſtb 


— 


ther, in ne ee Oh. 


fears. for Your tle EY Ab 4240 2M 


beliave the” livel 
paid ſo man ome 8 ER wit 


out eaſing, 


| me 
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me F was not miſtaken. I watched you 
all with great attention, and found love 5 
had varions, methods of ' ſhowing bis 
ver. Tou, my Julia, Ef hi in. 
huite regret had f ſome of that viva- 
city, for which you was ſo juſtly ad- 
mired. That eatcleſs' eaſe 0 . unaf. 
fecteck gaiety with' wich you uſed to 
treat all your admiters, vaniſhes' rhe 
mbment Drummond àppeats; and tho”. 
you attempt Ee: 558 do ir with an 
ait of conſtraint. ummond's extreme 
vivacity is too much een for you, 
ſotnetitles. love you, ny ever Ania. 
bis Hiend, with ſo much ſinicerfry, that 
nd cHange enn cfeape anobſcrved, I. 
deed, Lord and Lady St. Clait are fo 
y engaged Wh tert ortier viſitors, 
x of in ve not ſo many opportuni- 
ies of 7 aan 185 Prummond to- 


tier 4 F 5 

AE y „ deer ! ab bol of 
| 4 and, Drummond were 

vey SE: pe were you! to draw 

Mr. Drummond" picture ubs, 2 

would colour is # Üttle higher. 

be cannot Boaſt ſo mach beauty as * 

couſitꝭ yet there art fey men * Werler 

to hf 5 U nrergal accompliſhments. . 


D. 2 #5 1 2901 eie 


A 1 arrived 
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I arrived at home on Monday about 
tea time, and when I far down alone I 
felt a at Jeaving you all, that al- 
moſt hoc ſe me mclancholy; and as 
company is the only refour e for lo 
ſpirits,” I went down: in the evening to 
Mrs. Morton's. I found ſne had a par- 
ty, therefore ſauntered home again with- 
out ſending in my name. However the 
ſervant told) her, and fhe diſpatehed 
Mr. Seymour, a;ſpecta/: meliepger, to beg 
me to return. luft 

J excuſed myſelf, as I felt a line fa- 
tigued, / but T could not prevail on 
him to return to the — He in- 
ſiſted upon ſtaying to fupper wirk me. 
Leonfeſs E wus not fumy for bis refolu- 
tion, as T never ſpend my rane!' more 
agreeably thaw with him; ——— Julia 
men cannot bear encoura | Noy 
not even the modeſt Seymour. He fw ir 
1 was pleaſed with his company thar 
evening, and he has contrived to come 
to tea, and ſtay every evening ſince. I 
am not a — I am ſure, yet ſuch re- 
peated viſits diſtreſs me exceedingly ; 
and Iam aware on what ſubjeQ the con- 
verſation of this goſſiping village may 
turn. I eſteem Mr. Seymour as a friend, 


and am never more entertained than 
1 4 4 when 


ww» 
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when : converſing with him; he im- 
proves both my mind and heart by his 
gaod ſenſe 1 many amiable qualifica- 
tions, — 40 a friend alone Lwiſh to view 
bim. Had I beentolder, or he married, 
I mould bave tho ught myſelf particularly 
atè in — a neighbour to 
| direct my ſtudies and regulate my mind; 
hut he is too young, and too handſome; 
and tho {am reſolute, the world is un- 
acquainted with my deſign of living" 
ting le. 85 81 07 9:1 
Ar paper nie me. I muſt ch. 
elnde. Tell Selina her merit has ſecur- 
ed a firſt place in my heart, and that it 
will give me infinite pleaſure if ſhe will 
perform her promiſe of vvriting to me. 
1 your perverſe couſin left you yet: 
impreſſion he. made on my imagina- 
fre ya; Ul not eaſily be effaced; nor will 
it he a hort time that can for a moment 
baniſh the ein idea of my Julia, from 
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Te, privilege, my dear madam, you- 


friend and correſpondent, has made me 
too deſirous of that pleaſure, to let one 


opportunity paſs me en improving 


it. Ot dun, Ove ended i t 


How ſweet is a friend, to 
one, who! like 69ha8 felt the hard 
hand of adverſity! yet how litile reaſon 
have I 5 bleſſed with the 


protection of this family, where the 
ſtudy of every individual in it appears 


to be only how they may increaſe nix 


happineſs. Lady St. Clair's goodneſs 
to me ſometimes quite ov erpowers me; 


and yet not even to her can I open my 
heart ſo freely, as Ican to you, my dear 
Miſs Daruley. : Your foft and ſympa- 
thiziog nature ſeels ſo ſenſibly for tbe 
v7 diſtreſs 


* 
e Fl 1 


have given me, of ſtyling: myſelf your 
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diſtreſs of all your friends, that to ſhare. 
in your pity 1s more than half a cure. 
VM hen I firſt came here, the only re- 
queſt that Lord St. Clair made me, was 
to be cheerful and happy; how much 
do ] regret that it is the only one in the 
world, that J cannot at alf ximes com- 
ply with. For ſome ume, wearing the 
ſemblance of mirth, joined to the ſoci- 
ety of my ever lvely wm had made 
cheerfulneſs ſo habitual to me, that 1 
began to think my natural diſpoſition 
was not for: grave as T had imagined. | 
Lord Weſtbuty's attachmem to me has 
once again plunged me into my former 
diſtreſſes. Wilt you, my dear friend, 
in this perplexity favour me with your 
adtoĩce and confolanon; wilt you hold 
forth. your kind prœecting band to 
guide my erring ſteps to che path of 
rectitude? how ought: Ito act? ought 
I for ever to banifh m from his pre- 
ſence? for: whilſt Þ thus dathy ſee him 
and': converſe with him, Whilſt I am 
heudy a witneſs to fo many proofs of 
bis amtable diſpeſition, Lcaunot bebold 
him with inditerence; and whilſt I am 
encouraging his partiality for me, I am 
drawing doum * In * — of 5 
A Father. ViLLESS 59. 36: 4 


E 273}; {5 7 5 How 


to me who have never known the ſweets 
of parental tenderneſs! how diſtreſſing 
is the idea of acting againſt the will of a 
parent ! Heaven forbid I ſhould ever be 
the cauſe of making any one guilty « of 
ſuch a crime! 


Lord St. Clair this morning took me 
into his library; he told me he was 2 


fired by Mr. Leſley to make pro 


to me, and was inveſted with fall — 
to make ſuch ſettlements as he and I 
| ſhould think proper. I felt myſelf very 


much embarraſſed at this — 2 but 
requeſted he would in as gentle terms as 


poſſible inform Mr. Leſley, that I never 
could be his. He ſeemed very much 
aſtoniſhed at wy anſwer. © Why, my 


dear Selina, ſaid he, you cannot bave 
conſidered this matter properly ! you 


know not half Mr. Leſley's good quali- 


ties, nor how blefled that woman will 
be who connects ber fate with his. I 
ſhould wiſh you to take a little more 


time to reflect.“ I told him time was 


unneceſſary, I was quite convinced in 
my own mind that I never could be 
happy with him; I ſhould be ſorry to 
do any thing that might give him diſ- 


pleaſure « By no Means, ſaid be, per- 
haps | 
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aps ſome former attachment: but 1 
will not prefs you too eloſe upon the 
ſubject; my love, whatever you do, let 
it be for your own PEERS 1 you 
will obhge me.? LOS 
Shall I lte an apology to you, 
dear Miſs Darnley, for 5 ny 
much upon your patience. You fee 
What you have drawn down upon your- 
ſelf by! requeſting me to lay open my 
Whole heart to you; and yet F hope 
* ou will not retract your — of al. 
7 1 tre to ſubſeribe myſelf, 
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1 TH idexpreſible 'Joy T Bt Wh 
to write to my Emily; I flatter myſelf 
tor the la time whilſt ſhe remains in 
India. I have been in London, have 
ſeen your Eleanor, and have ſpent ma- 
ny hours in talking of you, my friend. 
Her actounts are ſuch as my heart had 
earneſtly wiſhed to receive, you are 
well and happy; and patiently ſupport | 
that time you are obliged to continue 
in India; a time however which the 
aſſures me, will not now exceed a few 
months: Nay, that it is even probable 
you may habe left Madras before this 
letter rea ches vou. I am willing, how- 
ever, to riſk the loſs of my time, rather 
than you rene for een think. ay 
ure 5 ee en Ig 

4 i450 109208 JON HL POT If 


I received 
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I received your elegant preſents, and 
accept of them as tokens of your friend. 
ſhip, which I hope will continue whilſt 
we both have life. ; Mrs: Denniſon is 
juſt ſuch a woman, as one may eaſily 
ſuppoſe would endear herſelf to all who 
had ſeen her in the diſtreſsful ſituations 
in which you deſcribe her. She is in 
high ſpirit, and laughs and talks with 
2 good humaur and viwacity, that! 
regretted I could not prevail upon her 
to viſit me at Wansford ; but ſhe would 
not leave Mr. Denniſon, and buſneſs 
detained him in town. 

At is impoſſible for me to deſcribe the 
real pleaſure I have in the hope of ſee- 
ing you, my friend; in once more en- 
goying your ſociety, which I have al- 

ways eemed one of the beſt bleſſings 
heaven can beſtow. . I anticipate; the de- 
light of meeting you after ſo long an ab- 
Jence, and a thouſand agreeable ſcenes 
float on my imagination. I will not be 
denied the pleaſure of your eompany i | 
and Mr. Scudamore's at Wansſord, part ' 
moment you arrive. My houſe ought 
20; be confidered by you as your home 
in England; come then, my Emily, and 
grace thoſe ſcenes you 2 much admire. 
* 800 258 not — perhaps you may 
honour 


„ 
9 by 
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honour the nuptials of your friend by 
your preſence. 

Don't ſtart, Emily: remember I am 
but a weak woman, and my reſolutions 
as changeable as thoſe of moſt of my 
ſex. But one word I muſt fay in my 
own defence. When I determined to 
live ſingle, it was becauſe the gentle- 
men J had ſeen did not equal my ex- 

ion, neither did it appear to me 
that any of them could make me happy; 
but this objeMon is removed. I bave 
at laſt become acquainted with a gentle- 
man, ſo amiable both in bis character 
and behaviour, ſo much beloved by the 
world, and fo attentive and affectionate 
to me, that if I ſtill were to perſiſt in 
refuſing him, what at firſt deſerved the 
name of reſolution, nen be now ob- 
ſtinacy. 

But come, and you ſhall yourſelf | 
judge of the merit of Mr. Seymour. 1 
will not ſay. one word more in his fa- 
vour. When you are acquainted with 
him, I am certain you will approve of 
the choice of your aas 
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You U R letter, my Seling, was a true 
emblem of your beart, and, as ſuch, 

welcome, to the boſom of friendſhip. 
I regret extremely the perplexities 
which Mr. Leſley's offer has thrown you 
into; but I flatter myſelf in the end they 
will prove fortunate. The goodneſs of 
your own heart will lead you to walk 
ſteadily in the path of rectitude, and 
that you Bam, 3 1s the fare road to bap- 
Pines. aro go; 
VJou deſire me to give you my ad- 
vice: J ſhould have infinite pleaſure in 
doing it, if you had occaſion for any; 
but few young people are better quali- 
fied to judge for themſelves than | 5 
my friend; yet to prove to you how 
ready I ſhould be to oblige you, if I bad 
it in By apc one . L will _ 
an 
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and that'is, to make Lady St. Clair ac- 
quainted with Lord Weſtbury's attach- 
ment to you. Her tenderneſs over you, 
and care for your welfare, entitles her 
to expect ſuch a return ; beſides, i it will 
be a relief to your own mind; for whillt 
YOu are acting under the eye of ſo amia- 

le a lady, you will have the ſatisfaction 
of knowing that you are fulfilling the 
wiſhes of your beſt friend. 

I am afraid I have impoſed a hard 
taſk, but Lady Julia's affection for you 
will lead her to point out the leaſt pain- 

ful way of conſulting her mother; tho 
Julia is lively and wi make us all feel 
the fallies of her wit ſometimes, yet her 
heart is bleſſed with the ſofteſt ſympa- 
thy, and I am ſure you may with ſafety 
truſt your ſecret in her boſom. _ 

I think myſelf highly obliged by the 
confidence you have placed in me,. and 
aſſure yourſelf at all times an intereſt 
in my heart, that time, or change of ſi- 
tuation, can never alter. I ſhould have 
infinite pleaſure in ſeeing you at Wans- 
ford-Houſe, and though Lady St. Clair 
abſolutely refuſed you and my Julia to 
me at preſent, I will hope on ſome fu- 
ture day to have that happineſs; at all 
times, 16 N young friend, look 

5 on 


-deſcribed by 
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on my houſe as a home, where you will 
meet with a heart truly ſenfible of your 
merit, and arms open to receive you. 

To ſhew you, my dear Selina, how 
much I value your confidence, I am go- 
ing in my turn to acquaint you with a 
ſecret which I have ſcarce ventured to 
whiſper even to myſelf. You may re- 
collect, when I was at Livingſton, how 
unmercifully Julia rallied me, on living 
in what ſhe calls a ſtate of maid-iſm; it 
is an old ſubject of converſation, tho? 


TI: confeſs I never felt it fo painful be- 
fore. 'The love of retirement has been 


[the leading wiſh of my heart ever ſince 
I bad reaſon ſufficient to form a wiſh ; 


I do not mean by retirement, a ſolitary 
Exiſtence without one friend and com- 


forter, but a life of reaſon, ſuch as is 
Thomſon, where he ſays, 
„ Oh knew be but his happineſs, of 


man the happieſt, he who from the 


crowd retired, &c. &c.” 
As I had it in my power to fix my 


refidence where I choſe, the country 


appeared to me moſt likely to produce 


that happineſs I was in ſearch of. A 


companion was the next thing 1 found 
[myſelf in want of. A huſband was cer- 
* the moſt 0 to be choſen by a 

 Joang 
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young woman in my ſituation. But 
though I had many offers, which by 
the world would be called eligible, my 
heart was ſtil my own; moſt of the 
gentlemen that addreſſed me had views 
and ſchemes of life ſo different from 
what I had formed, that I determined. 
to remain as I now am; and reſolved, 
if I ſhould never have it in my power 
to perform thoſe active duties of wife 
and mother, I might at leaſt be ſervice- 
able in other reſpe&ts to my fellow 


creatures. 
My mind, I imagined, was fully * 


termined upon that ſubject, _ I 
thought no temptation could prevail 
upon me to alter it. I have lived how- 
ever to prove how weak female re- 
ſolutions are, when they concern af. 
fections of the heart. I have ſpent 
much time with Mr. Seymour, (who 
you know is Mr. Drummond's friend) 
and find his ideas ſo exactly ſuited to 
my own, that in ſpite of all my reſo- 
lutions I am pleaſed with him. I have 
every reaſon in.the world to flatter. 
mylelf that the attachment is mutual; 
and have no doubt that with him I 


ſhall. experience all the happineſs which 
2 faney 
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fancy has formed, and which ſo ſeldom 
has been brought into real life. 

Pray tell Julia, and bid her ſpare 
her fnend who loves you and her 
with truth and tenderneſs. Yours 
ever, 


Flite Da rnley. 


11 . 
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Mrs. Scudumore, to Miſs Darnley. 


: 
„ * 9 $2 9 
* & & * 


[165k e March 1 f 1787. 


My laſt letter to you, my dear friend, 


was concluded in ſuch haſte, and writ- 
ten in ſuch agitation of mind, that I have 
ſome doubts of its being intelligible. 
But I could not part with Eleanor with- 
out great emotion, knowing the port 
ſhe was bound to; and that it would 
be in my calendar many long months 
ere we ſhould meet again. | 
The charge ſhe left me with too, was 
in a ſtate that called forth all my com- 
paſſion, and the ſufferings ſhe: has ſince 
endured, have endeared her to me, as 
it ſeemed entirely to ariſe from her aft- 
fection from Mrs. Denniſon and her 
little one. For one whole month I 
watched over her bed without any 
hopes of her recovgry; ber conſtitution 
at laſt ſurmounted the fary of her.difor- 
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der, and ſhe is now able to walk about, 
and to fit an hour or two in my apart- 


ment every day. 
After the fcene which I deſcribed to 


you in my laſt, we thought it beſt ſhe 
ſhould be 3 with the hour 


of their departure, as believing her 
weak ſpirits would not bear the ſhock 
of ſeparation. For orce our humanity 
led us into an error; for her diſtreſs on 
bearing her friends were gone, beggared 


all deſcription ; and I believe ſhe would 
dave | borne the ceremony of taking 
leave with. more fortitude than ſhe did 
this fatal intelligence. I was: 
equal to the fight of fuch poignant ſor- 
row, and left her to the care of her 


quite un- 


counry-women, who were moſtof them 
as little calculated for comforters _ 


myſelf. SUE: 
This poor ſufferer has employed all 


my thoughts and attention.fince we firſt 
met, and it has been a matter of aſto- 
niſnment to many of my acquaintances, 
that I ſhould decline gay parties and 
brilliant aſſemblies, for the fake of ad- 
miniſtering eonſolation to a poor de- 
pendant; who, (when I tell them I be. 
lieve ſhe has experienced a variety of 
R are ſo very charitable, as 


tO 
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to think ſhe had better die and ſo end 
them. I flatter myſell, however, that 1 
have preſerved her life for. ſome good 

urpoſe; at leaſt L have the ſatisfaction 
o Tak I have been doing my duty, 
and fulfilling ſome of the. intentions of 
my creation. 

Thave never yet dared to aſk Ortranz 
for any account of her life, fearful to 
open a wound which ſeems ready to 
bleed at the moſt delicate touch. I 
cannot bear to gratify my own curtofity 
at the expence of any one's feelings. 
Some time perhaps when her health is 
better eſtabliſhed, when ſhe has known 
me long eno ugh t to treat me with confi- 
dence, and believes I am worthy of it, 
and when ſhe herſelf may wifh'to un- 
burthen her heart of ſome of its ſor- 
rows. I may learn the concurring cir- 
cumſtances that have brought her at laſt 
under my protection; where I do hope 
the unpleaſant part of her life has had 
its termination. It is my wiſh, though 
not always in my power, to make 17256 
one happy around me. 
A truce at preſent to this melancho- 
ly ſubject. Let me give you an account 
of a. viſit I made yeſterday to a country 
PO of yours, A Mrs. Long, who 

5 6.4 * 
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with her huſband is juſt artived. He 
had been in India before, and having 
ſpent the greateſt part of what he car- 
ried from hence, is come back to re- 
imburſe, and has brought over a little 
wife, about ſixteen, who is in high ſpi- 
rits, and delighted with the ſplendor of 
her houſe and the number of her ſer- 
vants. 

My firſt enquiry in this country, af- 
ter compliments have paſſed, is, © from 
what part of England are you come ?” 
You will gueſs the pleaſure it gave me, 
to find Mrs. Long had lived © in the 
neighbourhood of Wansford.“ I did 
not delay a moment to enquire after 
Miſs Darnley, and waited with all the 
eager expectation of friendſhip for an 
account of one ſo dear to me; but ſhe 
informed me that 4 u were not perſon- 
ally acquainted, though ſo near neigh- 
bours, © You were very fingular in 
- many. things, and ſo unfa Mionable, her 
Mama did not chooſe the acquaintance; 
for you kept very little company be- 
tides, the redor, the curate, and ther 
des; and mama ſaid indeed there was 
very little to be learned from one who 
aſſociates with ſuch people, unleſs. in- 


deed it was a receipt for a primroſe 
pudding, 
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pudding, or: cowſlip wine; and as it 
was not likely we ſhould-1ever. need 
thoſe accompliſbments, ſhe would not 
take off our attention from thoſe more 
elegant acquirements netceſſany far every 
woman ot: er thats! 18. intended to 
live in the world. b 
Lou may believe... liza, 3 indig- 
nant I was, and how I deſpiſed your 
panegyrift © But ſurely, my dear Ma- 
dam, I replied, Mifs Darnley bas been 
very highly educated, and poſſeſſes every 
accompliſtiment neceſſary to adorn the 
molt exalted ſtation.” “ Perhaps fo, 
but my Mama always gave us ſuch an. 
idea of her, that I had not the leaſt de- 
fire to ſee her. Ihe men ſay ſhe is hand- 
ſome, but ſhe treats them all with ſuch 
a civil indifference, that the number of 
her lovers will never be great. Indeed, 
Long told me on our voyage, that he 
bad ſome idea of her himſelf, but from 
the accounts he had of her he was con- 
vinced ſhe would never make the figure 
he ſhould wiſh vis wife to do, ſo never 
went to Wansford; and if he had I 
ſuppoſe he would have found her with 
her poultry; hearing the village chil- 
dren their catechiſm; or making. caudle 
for ſome poor lady in the ſtraw.” 
OR Ab | J left 
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Theft Mrs. Long without attempting 
your r convinced, that the 
moſt ſtudied eulogium could not have 
painted your character in Ingher or 
more amiable colours than this little ſa+ 
tiriſt, with her childiſh cenſure; - 

Go on, my beſt Eliza, in this excel- 
tent plan, begun ſo nobly in defiance of 
the pleaſures and ſeductions of. the 
world, and continued in defiance of the 
calumnies of the ignorant and weak. I 
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1. T T RN XKks-- 


Living ton Abbey, Tune 9. 


Il HAVE Juſt received your letter, m 
dear Eliza, and am truly rejoiced that 
you arrived ſafe at home, and found a/l 
your friends well. 

We regret your abſence much; but 
I cannot help remarking your very 
great anxiety to be gone. What could 
it ariſe from? You * our fociety was 

more agreeable than ever, and chat you 

ſhould — liked to have ſpent a little 
more time in cultivating Selina's friend- 
hip. Pray, my dear, what prevented 
- your * ſpending a little more time?” 
could not the family at home diſpenſe 
longer with your e or, perhaps 
you were not able to bear Drummond's 
noiſe? none of that will do, my dear 
Eliza, you may as well confeſs honeſtly 


at e that though like Troy you Fe 
ſtoo 
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ſtood a ten years ſiege, (for I verily be- 
lieve the men commenced overtures to 
ou at ſixteen) you are obliged to. capi- 
tulate at laſt; and after refuſing ſo many 
men of high birth, and wonderful at. 
chievements, you are going to beltow 
FO ourſelf upon a clerical lover. He is 
ikewiſe a phœnix of his kind; Drum. 
mond ſays he is endowed with every 
virtue under Heaven. How happy a 
woman are you to meet with ſuch a 
friend in theſe times of diſſipation?? 
It would be rather extraordinary if 
1 and I were to change characters, 
and yet I am half indlined to think it 
will be ſo; it would only be convin- 
cing each other with the arguments we 
each have uſed, for I have ſomethoughts 
| 'of living fivgle-; and it appears very 
plain to me that you are bound with a 
Rien gale and a ſtrong current o che 
port of matrimony. p: 37 
I do not like, Eliza, the charge you 
bring againſt me of gravity ; it is un- 
Joſt, believe me, and ill founded: you 
are the ouly perſon in the world that 
ever made the obſervation; and I am 
Very apt to believe it has only been in 
nie of vour penſive moments, when 
bs 1-904 bave been fighing for the joys of 
Wansford, 
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Wansford, that you have beheld me 
with a jaundiced eye. If Tam to be an 
old maid, I will not be a grave one. I 


am determined to exhibit the character 
in a new light, and not look with a 


grudging eye on my young friends who 
are enjoying life all around me. I will 
make parties for the young and the gay, 
and when I am too old to enjoy the 
ſprightly dance or ſong myſelf,” I will 
participate the pleaſure by beholding 
the cheerful group of bappy Ronan, 
that are friſking by my fide: . © 
Theſe are the pleaſures J fhall YR 
while you are all anxiety about the 
education of your family and the peace 
of your huſband. More rational will 
your employment be, I confeſs; but we 
muſt all be content with the condition 
that is allotted us in this world; and I 
am now well convinced it is not mine 
to ſhare in the pleaſures of connubial 
happineſs. There is but one man of 
all Jever ſaw, with, won: J could with 
to partake the joy z egres of life, 


and he is otherwiſe enfaget; this may 


perhaps appear ſur primng * Nou, _ 


10 it is. 7-3" 5 3a 


Yeſterday evening my father, mother 


Lord Weſtbury, and Miſs Leſley wer” on 3 
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engaged i in playing a rubber at whiſt; 
the remaining party were in a different 
part of the room, We had diſcourſed 
on various ſubjects ; the converſation 
inſenſibly turned on private and lon 
engagements: Drummond. was apres 
ling his diſapprebation of them in 
warm terms, when Selwin interrupted 
him, and with a great deal more pathon 
than good breeding in his manner, ſaid, 
reit ill — Drummond.to ſpeak on 
ſuch a ſubject, who bad not only entered 
into a long and ſolemn engagement with 
An amiable woman in a neighbouring 


kingdom, but was likewiſe endeavour- 


ing to ſeduce the affections of the fineſt 
woman in bis own, with no other view 
than to leave her in the ſame wretched 


manner to deplore her credulity.“ 


pected attack into very — warmth, 
and — * that he did not under- 
ſtand what he 9 00 by talking to him 
in that ſtraig ud begged —— to tell 


him be would. bear it.” If you 
do not a Sir, ſaid Selwin, 1 


will bea a little more explicit, though I 


eee Sanzey; and as to 
our ne bearing 1, it is a matter of 


Drummond was rouſed by this unex- | 


you cannot be ignorant = 3 
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very little conſequence. to me whether 
you will or no, as I never make aſſerti- 
ons of any kind, that I am not at all 
times ready to ſupport.” | 
Drummond was about to reply in a 
very high tone, when Leſley interrupted 
them by ſaying, he mult take the liberty 
to remind them, they were in the com- 
pany of ladies. He immediately ceaſed, 
and making a maſt graceful 5 
with his — to Leſley, ſaid, I thank 
you Mr. Leſley, I was indeed very near 
forgetting whoſe company I was in; 
but I beg pardon of theſe ladies, and 
fince you — thus kindly. recalled us 
to reaſon, we will for the preſent drop 
the ſubject. He then with infinite ad- 
dreſs. gave the converfation a new turn, 
and they all contributed their ſhare to 
ſupport it; all but myſelß and indeed, 
Eliza, J am almoſt aſhamed of diſcover- 
ing my weakneſs even to you; but for 
ſome time I found myſelf utterly unable 
to articulate the leaſt ſentence, nor could 
I recover my ſpirits ſo far a8'to be to- 
lerably cheerful the whole evening. And 
yet it was not the idea of Mademoiſelle 
Sanzey, that tormented me, fbr I En- 
cerely wiſh Drummond happy let his 
choice be where 1t will ; but the fear -" 
theſe 
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theſe two gentlemen quarrelling. Hea- 
ven knows where it will end! As ſoon 
as our viſitors left us, we retired to our 
apartments, but not to reſt; not one 
moment have I ſlept all the night. I 
am diſtracted with different 1deas, and 
know not what meaſure to take. I dare 
not tell my father, for that would draw 
bis anger upon Drummond inſtantly. 1 
wiſh I could have ſpoke n to Lord Weſt⸗ 
bury, he might perhaps have interfered. 
I have more than once had thoughts of 
breaking through all' the rules of deco- 
rum, and writing a card to him to in- 
treat him to prevent their meeting; but 
Selina begs ſo piteoufly that I will not 
engage in the quarrel, that I have given 
up that ſcheme. Selwin has not yet left 
his room, ſo hitherto all is ſafe. 

When I began this letter I did not in- 
tend ſaying one word on this ſubject, as 
I knew it would hurt you; but my pen 
and thoughts can dwell on no other: 


and now how much do I wiſh you ere 


here, for never till now was your ad- 
vice o inan to 8 


Tour difleſſed friend, 


— 


105 28 H- 971 / Pula E Harcourt 
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LETTER XXXI. 


Lord Weſtbury, to the Rev. Edward 
Seymour. 


Weftbury-Lodge, June 12. . 
Dear Sir, ads 


IE AKE up the pen of my friend, 
who is unable of himſelf to make uſe of 
it, to inform you in what a moment 
your laſt letter was preſented to him. 
It appears from the date of it, that it 
ought long ago to have been in his poſ- 
ſeſſion; but having been directed under 
cover to my father, he by ſome unac- 
| countable neglect did not give it to Mr. 
Drummond till this morning. 

You may perhaps have heard from 
Miſs Darnley of a quarrel between Mr. 
delwin and our dear friend ; I flattered 


myſelf I had put a ſtop to their proceed- 


ings to any fatal lengths, but the hypo- 
criſy of Mr. Selwin deceived me, and I 
thought him ſatisfied by my accommo- 

dation; 


— 
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dation; whilſt he ſtill nouriſhed that 
horrible principle, revenge. 

He conti ived to have a note convey. 
ed to Drummond unknown to me; this 
note, couched in the moſt inſolent terms, 
_ demanded immediate ſatisfaction. An 

anſwer was as ſecretly returned, ap. 
pointing fix o'clock on Wedneſday 
morning as the me, and a cloſe walk 
in Livingſton Park as the place. I bey 
were both, I believe, punctual, and met 
entirely unattended, each burning with 
reſentment. 

Till this: day I have never learnt bow 
this affair _ conducted. Mr. Drum 
mond has been utterly incapable of giv. 
ing any account of his own misfortune, 
and they had no witneſſes. He awaked 
about ſeven o'clock this morning, calm 
and ſenfible, and has deſired me to in- 
form you of all the cireumſtances he can 
recolle&. He was himſelf the firſt on 
the ground, and when Selwin arrived: 
very ſhort diſtance was marked out. At 
his defire his enemy fired firſt, and 
lodged his ball in the left ſhoulder of 
our .. tear who fell, and was left in 
this condition by bis cowardly antago- 
niſt; who waited not for his fire, but 


made the beſt of his way over the park 
paling, 


al 


WREATH 'OF FRIENDSHIP. 189 


paling, and has not yet been heard of, 
though I have had people in ſearch of 
him in many places. N 
In this condition remained my poor 
coulin, till the park-keeper, by great 
accident, eame to the ſpot where he lay 
bleeding. He was ſtill ſenfible, and re- 
queſted him to procure ſome aſſiſtance, 
but on no account to alarm the family 
at the Abbey. The man was true to his 
orders, and came directly to me with 
this fad news. You may be ſure I was 
not dilatory, and with all the help 1 
conld muſter in ſo ſhortia time, flew to 


his ſuccour. He was entirely inſenſible 


to pain, or the inconvenience of being 


moved, and though we have had the 


deſt ſurgeons the 2 could afford, 
they have not, with all their united 
kill, yet extracted the ball. But as his 


fever is ſomething abated, I hope all 


* 


may yet be well. 115 

It is not above an hour ago J left him, 
that I might write a letter upon buſi- 
neſs, and in that time, my father paid 


bim a viſit, and gave him your letter, 


aking his forgiveneſs for having forgot 
it ſo long. Would to heaven be had 
ſtill kept it, or given it to him a week 
ago! then thoſe excellent admonitions 

| nught 


190 WREATH OF FRIENDSHIP. 


_ might have prevented the fatal conſe 
quences of paſſion unreſtrained by res. 
ſon. Thank God he has borne the read. 
ing of it better than could be expected, 
and calls me to tell you, he loves and 
honours you more than ever; that i 
ſhall have its due weight with him; 
that he will read it till every word be 
engraved upon his heart; it ſhall le 
upon his pillow, and be his conſtan * 
monitor; and ſo long as his reafon con- 

f 


tinues, he will endeavour to recolled 
and practiſe the virtues you inſpire. 
He wiſhes to ſee you, to convince | 
= - you that his mind ſtill retains, that inte 
| + grity you own it once poſſeſſed; that he 
| ſubmits without repining to the will of 
providence, whatever are its -decrecs 
Still he 1s not ſo calm as before, and hi 
fever ſeems inclinable to return. I hare 
much pain in communicating to you 
] this unwelcome intelligence, but it 5; 
4 conſtantly the lot of humanity to ſufſe 
= | for ourſelves or others. ok 
I know nothing of the family at I: 
vingſton, never having left the bed-fide 
of my friend ; love now yields entirely 
to friendſhip; I think you may poſlibl 
hear of them through Miſs Darnley. 


T have 


_ 2 8 . 
8 eee ** 
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[ have ſent to Sir Henry and Lady 


Drummond, and told them in the ten- 


dereſt manner I could, the indiſpoſition 
of their ſon, without hinting at the 
cauſe. I tremble at the ſcene they have 
to witneſs, as I am certain if they are 
well they will ſoon be here. 

I will write again the firſt leiſure mo- 
ment; till then I leave you to comment 
on this faſhionable but horrid method 
of redrefling injuries, be they real or 
imaginary. I remain, with the utmoſt 
reſpect, dear Sir, your moſs mo 
and An enen, Berit 1 . 


We 22 


4 3 
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I. ZT TER XXII. 


Lady Julia Harcuurt 0 Miſs Darnle) 


Þ 


Leal uu, Jane 14. 
© DR Ha 1 expretied to you, my 


dear Eliza, at the concluſion of my laſt 


letter, are all reduced to a dreadful cer- 
tainty. Drummond, the accompliſhed 


Drummond, is now languiſhing on the 


bed of ſickneſs, brought to this deplo- 
rable ſtate by the raſh hand of Selwin; 
and your Julia the cauſe, though the in- 
nocent one, of all this misfortune. 

Oh, my friend, you know not how 
much I have ſuffered ! how much 1 40 
ſuffer. The deſire I have to conceal it 
from my friends makes 1t a thouſand 
times more painful to me, It has hi- 


therto been, and I hope it will ever be 


my ſtudy, to be the conſtant cauſe of 
pleaſure to my amiable parents, but 
now indeed, the taſk is a hard one; la- 


bouring as I am under the moſt poig- 


nant 
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nant anxiety, I cannot even in their 

preſence at all times ſupport myſelf. Se-- 
 lna is a great conſolation to me; to her 
Jean, with the moſt unbounded confi- 
dence, lay open my whole heart; we 
mingle our tears for the ſufferings of 
poor Drummond, and not ſeldom ſhed 
a few ſympathizing drops, for the diſ- 
treſſes of Mademoiſelle Sanzey. Oh! 
Eliza! if ſhe really loves him, and who 
can doubt it, how much do I feel for 
ter? tt 

Tue practice of duelling appears to 
me in ſo very ſhocking and odious a 
light, that I think it muſt hurt the feel- 
ings of any woman, to have the man, 
whom above all others, ſhe loves and 
eſteems, engaged in an affair of that 
kind. I will endeavour as much as 
poſſible, to collect my ſcattered 
thoughts, and tell you the little, the 
very little, I know of this horrid affair. 

As ſoon as I had finiſhed my letter, 
Selina and mylelf went down ſtairs, 
perfectly affured that Selwm had not 
left his room ; but how much were we 
ſurprized, upon making enquiries in the 
breakfaſt parlour, to find he had been 
out for above an hour. My fears were 
then ſo great that I could not conceal 
OV OL. I. K them, . 
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them, and my ſather inſtantly obſerving 
the change in my countenance, aſked 
with great earneſtnels © what could 
have diſturbed me ſo much. I told him 
there had been a quarrel the night be- 
fore between Mr. Drummond and Mr, 
Selwin, and from the warmth of both 
their tempers, 1 apprehended. the moſt 
fatal conſequences. _ _ 
My father ſeemed to take the alarm, 
and was almoſt as uneaſy as myſelf; but 
while we were debating what was pro- 
per to be done, Selwin walked into the 
room. 1 loſt all power over myſelf, 
and running to him, ſeized hold of his 
arm, and exclaimed, with the greateſt 
vehemence imaginable, © tell me, Sel- 
win, inſtantly tell me, where you have 
left Drummond ; and whether you have 
left him in good health, or ſuffering 


from your raſhueſs.“ He ſtared at me, 


and with the moſt provoking ſang jroid 
replied, good heavens! Lady julia, 
is it poſhble, that the idea, the mere 
zdea of Mr. Drammond's being in dan- 
ger, can have raiſed theſe terrible eino- 
tions in your breaſt; I am happy I can 
in orm you, that your admired friend is 
well, and will, I make no doubt, think 
himſelf under great — to pw 
tor 


a 


\ 
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for the anxiety you have ſhewn for his 
welfare.” You may believe I returned 
-to my ſeat with no leſs precipitation 
than I left it. My father then made 
ſome enquiries if any thing further had 
paſſed between them. He ſaid they had 
met, but that Lord Weſtbury, who was 
indeed an excellent young man, had 
conciliated matters, and he believed 
they were tolerably ſatisfied. My ſe- 
ther then read a long harangue on due!- 
ling, raſhneſs, &c. & . which I am ſor- 
ry to ſay, had litile edect upon him. 
After breakfaſt the Leſleys leſt us. 
We ſpent the day without company; 
Selwin was apparently in better ſpirits 
aud better temper than he had been for 
ſome time paſt. When we aroſe the 
next Morning, we were not at all ſur- 
prized to hear he had been gone out to 
ride for two or three hours; it was 
an unuſual thing with him to ſpend; his 
mornings in that manner, and we were 
all lulled into ſuch a peaceful ſecurity, 
that I dare-ſay there was not one of us 
had the leaſt apprehenſion of what was 
to follow. go: ff ieee 
When we were aſſembled in the 
drawing room before dinner, expecting 
Mr. Selwin's arrival, a ſervant brought 
Ws | 4 a note 
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a note to my father, it was nearly 1 in the 
Following words: 
Mr. Drummond and myſelf have 
fought, be is wounded, I believe dan- 
gorouſly; ; before this reaches you I ſhall 
be on my way to the continent; all 
purſuit will be in vain. Allow me to 
ans thanks to you, my Lord, for 
your repeated acts of civility to me. 
| The amiable Lady St. Clair likewiſe re- 
uires my warmeſt acknowledgments. 
Tell Lady Juha, it is on ber account 
alone that I am baniſhed from my coun- 
yr for ever. 
| Coder Selwin.“ 
To my Eliza I need not endeavour 
do paint my feelings at that moment; 
vou will readily believe the painful ſen- 
Fations that at once affailed me, and in 
an inſtant difcovered to me the moſt 
melancholy ſcene in its moſt difmal co- 
lours. My forrows at that time were 
not of long continuance, for my father 
had fearce finiſhed the reading of his 
billet, when I ſunk ſenſeleſs into my 
chair. The kind aſſiſtance of my friends 
in a ſhort time reſtored me to my recol- 
tection, but not to tranquillity ; 3 NOT 
can I ever know one moment's peace 
n —w— is 1 out of 


danger. 
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ai Oh! my Eliza! how have a 

few ſhort. hours ruined the ſmiling 
proſpects of your friend? bow many 
llattering ſcenes of future bliſs had I 
formed in my ſanguine imagination, 
that are now for ever obliterated! I fee. 
the ſervant returning, who bas been 
making an enquiry after Mr. Drum- 
mond's health this morning. May we 
receive a favourable account | . I will 
not conclude my letter till J have heard 
it; and may you, my Eliza, never feel 
the agitation that ab in * braſs; 
at t this moment. 1 85 


Mus urine in continuation. | 


A pod or Julia 8 diſtreſs has rendered 6 
her cer unkt to add one word 
more. I have therefore undertaken to 
_ conclude and ſend away her letter; but 
how ſorry am I to give you ſo much 
pain, my dear Miſs Darnley, as to i- 
form you Mr. Drummond - is much 
worſe this morning, and his fever high- 
er than ever 1t has been. | 

Sir Henry and 3 Drummond are 
arrived, aud the pbyſicians have ſcarce 
a hope remaining. The ſervant fays he 
never ſaw ſuch a ſcene of diſtreſs; there, 
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is not a creature in the houſe that can 
ſpeak without tears. Drummond is uni- 
verſally beloved; he certainly has, un- 
der his volatile appearance, more bene- 
volence and good bumour than 1s gene- 
rally to be met with. I cannot how- 
ever acquit him in this affair, he cer. 
tainly bas not bebaved with bonuur ;. 
there can be no doubt of his engage- 
ment to Mademoiſelle Sanzey, and yet, 
you and I both agreed when you were 
here (and it has been much more vifi- 
ble ſince) that his attachment appeared 
to be very ſtrong for Lady Julia. 
Poor girl, what will become of her? 
ſhe is juſt now reclined upon a ſopha 
dy me, languid and motionleſs, without 
the leaſt appearance of exiſtence, were 
it not for the big tears that roll incet- 
ſantly down her pallid cheeks. She 
is ſo much afraid that Lord and La- 
dy St. Clair, or indeed any one ſhould 


_ diſcover her love for Drummond, that 


it is only when we are alone ſhe wi! 
give a full ſcope to her grief; and I 
am ſure the concealment hurts her. 
How often in the hour of diſtreſs has 
ſhe ſoothed my afflition, and yet how 


- unequal do I find myſelf to adminiſter 


the ſame conſolation in retun. 
| I have 
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I have received your friendly letter; 
my dear Miſs Darnley ; it ſhould not 
have been ſo long unnoticed, had not 
bow unbappy affair taken poſſeſſion of 
my whole heart. I find there is not 2 
| . effectual way to baniſn our own 
reflections than to ſhare in the diſtreſs 
of a friend. But no time or circum- 
ſtances can ever make me forget with 
how much fmcerity. I am your uy 
affectionate friend, 

Selina Courtney: 


LETTER XXXIII. 
Rev. Eduard an nen Weſtbury. 


E Wane, = 14. 


IRECEIVED u lebt e denten 
and am both ſtiocked and alarmed at the 
dreadiul account you give me of my 
+ SH Poor 


— 
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poor friend. I would, inſtantly fly to 
offer every aſſiſtance in my power, were 
I not convinced that my attempts are 
entirely unneceſſary, as he is partieu- 
larly. fortunate in the attention of fo 
kind a friend as your Lordſhip. Lou 
will excuſe me for adding, that I have 
long from character SEE a high efjeem 
for your, Lordſhip; ; and your attach- 
ment to poor Drummond proves the 
goodneſs of your heart His many 
amiable qualities muſt — him to all 
who know him. You have promiſed, 
my Lord, to write to me again ; on that 
hope I muſt endeavour to reſt ſatisfied 
with my diſtance. 

I be friendſhip eh. ſubſiſts oem 
us has been uninterrupted and ſteady 
for many years; we were ſchool-fellows 
and play-tellows from our earlieſt days. 
With — much tendernels I love him, 
my agonizing Sele at this moment 
ein ines e ore winghtd 27! 
Jou regret, my 3 that your fs 
ther gave him my letter at ſuch a time; 
but I have a ſtill deeper ſource of ſor- 
row; that letter ſhould have been writ- 
ten many weeks ſooner. I have. been 
acquainted with his growing affection 
for * Julia Harcourt from the firſt 
momente 
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moment he ſaw her, and was not igno- 
rant of his engagement abroad; I have 
had many proofs of the influence I have 
over him; how dreadful then muſt my 
refleQions be, when by one word ſpo- 
ken in time, 1 might have preſerved . 
dear friend from a crime of ſo black a 
dye, and perhaps from the grave. That 
thought, my Lord, carries with it a 
torture more ſevere than I can well 
bear. 

Miſs Darnley bas had no ledge. yet 
ſrom Lady Julia; I have not informed 
her of this dreadful accident, as it might 
| alarm her for her friend, who 1 greatly. 

| fear will ſiiffer violently on this occa- 
tion. I am not ſorry Selwin eſcaped 
your Lordſhip's ſearch. Is he not a 
relation of Lady Julia, and would not 
any diſgrace which he might have fſuf- 
ſered have fallen hard on the worthy _ 
Lord St. Clair? Selwin's crames are of 
ſo dark a nature that they muſt for ever 
deſtroy bis peace, and baniſh tranquil- 
lity from his breaſt, I am in ſuch real 
affliction, that your Lordſhip, muſt ex- 
cuſe the ineoherence of my ideas, | 

I have only to beg your goodneſs in 
writing to me ſuch accounts of my 
ug s ſituation _ may occur, We 1 
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it was in my power to give a more fa- 
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ſhall always acknowhedge as the higheſt 
obMigaBon. 
I am, 6. 


Edward Seymour. 


"LETTER XXXIV. 


Lord Wiſtbury, to the Rev. E. Seymour. 


 Weſtbury- Lodge, June 15. 
My Dear Sir, 


I'TAKE the firſt opportunity of per- 
forming the promiſe I made to you in 
my laſt letter. Sincerely do I with that 


vourable account of Mr. Drummond, 
than I am now able; but fince that 
time we have been conſtantly alarmed 
with very frightful ſymptoms; and tho? 
for the laſt „ hours he has 
_ flept 


- 1 * 
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ſlept a good deal, yet very faint are our 
hopes. Ibough naturally inclined to 
look on the bright ſide, the picture before 
me is ſo very dark, that I am now no 
longer ſanguine; and 1 find fortitude is 
much eaſier in theory than practice. Sir 
Henry and Lady Drummond came as I 
expected on the wings of fear and im- 
patience, and arrived here two days 
ago. They both appear to poſſeſs ſo 
much reſignation and unafiefied piety, 
that they bore the narrative I had pre- 
pared for them, better than I expected. 
Lady Drummond ſhewed ſome marks of 
impatience on being told ſhe could not 
then ſee her ſon, whole agitation was at 
that time ſo great that I was aſraid the 
interview might injure both. 
It was always my intention to con- 
ceal from tbem the reaſon of Mr. Drum- 
mond's illneſs; I thought this little piece 
of deceit allowable, (if deceit can ever 
be ſo) but my father, who is not always 
to be controlled, and who does not 
| ſee events in the light I do, by hints, 
(which I in vain endeavoured to wave) 
gave them to underſtand, that more re- 
mained to be told; and I found it im- 
poſſible longer to keep the ſecret. Now 
indeed they ſuffered! and I am _ 
Sei, ey 
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they ce 1d not bave experienced a g reat- 
er ſhock, had they witneſſed his Qifſo. 
lution. They have ſo juſt an abborrence 
to this mode of revenging-infults, that 
did not in this.caſe the crime carry along 
with it the puniſhment, their cenſure of 
their ſon's | — would be very fe. 
vere; but tenderneſs takes the lead of 
every other feeling. 
I found it beſt to attend Lady Drum. 
mond to the ſick room, as ſdon as I 
could hear that all was quiet. I afhſted 
her, with trembling ſteps, to aſcend the 
ſtairs ; at tbe door of the apartment ſhe 
Ropped and ſaid, let me bere try to 
gain a little reſolution beſore I'encoun- 
ter this awful ſcene; aſſiſt me, kind 
heaven, as thou haſt ever done; and 
pardon me if 1 ſhould breathe à repin- 
ing Hgb;” after a pauſe ſne added, I 
ſubmit to thy will.“ We.enteredithe | 
100m, I gently: drew aſide the curtain, 
Drummond raiſed his languid eyes, but 
haſtily cloſed them again, and Covering 
bis face with his hand, cried, « Charl 
what is that phantom thou leadeſt po 
me? I know it, it is Roſalia come to 
upbraid me with her wrongs. See! ſee 
what angry glances ſhe darts on her 
taithlefs lover! Shield me from thoſe 


piercing 
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piercing looks, and tell ber if I live 1 
will ſtill be hers, whatever 7 Walen 
conſequence.” E 

Lady Drummond at my requeſt 1 
tired to another part of the room in 
agonies inexpreſſible; I returned to 
ſooth my friend. I graſped his hand, 
and ſenſible of the preſſure, he ſaid, 
« cruel Charles, why afflict me now 
with the preſence of one I dare not 
think of?” I aſſured him it was not 
Roſalia, that it was his fond, his affec- 
tionate mother, come to adminiſter 
health and comfort. My mother! 
what a fight for her! but where is ſhe? 
come my dear parent, and bleſs your 
unworthy ſon. Tell him that you for- 
give him, tho? there are in the world 
who will not ſay ſo, though he bleeds 
before them.“ His head leaned u 
her boſom 7 ber tears fell upon His Fi Hed: 
but he was onee wore ihfenfible re fer- 
row. 3 ND 0 Nadz 
Lady Dramsend bas ſat dy bim 
night and day. He often raves'of Ro- 
falia, and ſometimes in a whiſper calls 
on Lady Julia; but as if fearful of bel 
mg heard. This is the ſtate we are 
in at preſent. We are certain 6f v 
pity, and alfo of your * thall | 

| | a 
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ſhall hear ſrom me again the firſt mo- 
ment of a change. Believe me N at. 
flicted, but very fincere; | 

Witury 
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Tuo — 10 you only a ſew 
days ago, my Eliza, yet as I bad an op- 
portunity of ſending you the incloſed [ 
was determined not to loſe it. In look- 
ing over ſome papers I found a copy of 
a ſetier ſent by Mr. Scudamore to his 
brother; as Jam ſure the ſtory and the 
ſingularity of the events; will amuſe a 
— mined like yours, I will make 
0 apology for writing ſo ſhort a which 
ff wic 
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which I bave not now time to enlarge. 
Mr. Mandeville left India lait ſummer, 
and you will agree with me he deſerves | 


to be . 


Yours ever, 


. ö 
2 . 8 8 
1 * * 
14 11 
- * 


_ Eſq. 


3 — 


Lionel Saumur, Eſq. to 


1 | Magras. 


Ti ERE are - ſome circumſtances i in 
human hfe which have ſo much the ap- 
pearance of chance, that in that word 
of no meaning men are apt to overlook. 
the influence of a ſuperior power. That 
I have ſome reaſon for making this obſer- 
vation you ſhall yourſelf be a judge; 
when I relate an event, which, without 
the interpoſition of a friendly arm, * 
bave proved fatal to me. 


"A bw 
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A ſew days ago I had occafion to paſs 
near the company's garden. My bufi- 


neſs had detained me longer than T ex. 
pected, ſo that by the time I reached 


that place, night had come on with 
more than ordmary darkneſs; which 
was rendered ſtill more diſmal, by a 
thieket* thro! which I was to pa aſs. In 
the midit of this ſolitude I was travelling 
leiſurely forward, and indulging an 
agreeable melancholy which ſuch ſcenes 
ſeldom fail to inſpire; my meditations 
were ſoon interrupted by ſomething 
ruſhing from the wood; and before [ 
had time to diſcover the cauſe, I felt a 


blow upon my temple which brought 


me to the ground. 
. Howlong I continued in this ſituation 


I am unable to ſay. When my ſenſes. 


returned I found myſelf ſeated on the 


ground, ſurrounded by ſeveral people 
with lanterns; one of whom tho? him 
ſelf "wounded, ſeemed particularly ſoli- 
citous for my recovery. By the care 


and aſſiſtance of theſe good people I was 


removed to a neighbouring houſe, and a 


ſurgeon ſent for, who pronounced my 
caſe, tho dangerous, not mortal; for, 


beſides the blow which bas deprived me 
of my ſenſes, I diſcovered a wound in 
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my ſide; 10 prevent any alarming} ap- 
prehenſions in my wife, I had recollec- 
tion enough to diſpatch a ſervant to in- 
ſorm her that buſineſs detained me a day 
longer in the country; and before the 
concluſion; of the next day, I found my- 
ſelf able io return home, thoꝰ not quite 
well, yet, with fewer ſymptoms of dan- 
ger than at firſt: I had reaſon to expect. 
Ibe perſon I have mentioned never 
left my bed-ſide during the remainder of 


the night; and I found it was to his 
courage and the ſtrength of his arm that F 


owed my life. As he; approached the 


centre of the wood, he told me, that he 
heard a noiſe, and a voice calling out 


with ſome violence „kill him.“ Being 


armed with piſtols, be proceeded for- 
ward to reſcue the perſon that was at- 


tacked, and tho” too late to prevent the 
irſt blow. yet he arrived in time to 


fruſtrate their horrid intentions. One of 


the aſſaſtins was wounded and fell; the 


other made his eſcape. By the former 


| we were informed that they had miſ- 
taken their object; which to me was no 


mall ſatisfaction, as I knew not that 
there was a perſon in the world whom 1 


had ſo far injured as that he ſhould wiſh! 
to take my life. Plunder did not ſeem 


to 
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to be their motive, but the ſole object of 
their intention was a principle of re. 
venge. A country-man of ours, (I 
wiſh I could add that there was not 
many ſuch,) had riſen to great power 
and niches by the moſt infamous acts of 
violence and oppreſfion. A combing. 
tion of unhappy natives had agreed to 
take him off the firſt opportunity. Theſe 
two were deputed fortbat purpoſe ; but t 
either from falſe information or the dark. In 
neſs of the night, the innocent; for ſuch I 7 
I will venture to call myſelf, ſuffered the Il © 
puniſhment of the guilty. Pp 
This, however, was only a prelode 8 
to an agreeable diſcovery. Towards tbe 
morning the ſtranger left me, that he 
might himſelf take a little repoſe. In 
the mean time I roſe and dreſſed, and as 
be entered the room again, at the ſame PL 
inſtant that I exclaimed © Mandeville!” I © 


he; with no leſs wonder and furprize, I © 
repeated Scudamore!” In ſhort, we ll 
found in each other the perfon of 2 F 


ſchool-fellow. I cannot deſcribe the 
gd this diſcovery produced in us 
both. feelings almoſt overcame 
me when 1 r. my friend in the per- 
ſon of my deliverer. Nor was he leſs 


* — when he found that the 


Mall 
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man bis humanity had ſaved, bad been 
the companion of his younger years, the 
partner of his youthful cares and amuſe- 
ments. After our mutual aſtoniſhment 
bad ſubſided a little, it was natural that 
we ſhould. wiſh to be acquainted with 
each other's hiſtory, and particularly 
with thoſe circumſtances which had 
brought us together in ſo diſtant a quar- 
ter of the globe. It did not take up 
much time to relate the events of my life. 
There was nothing remarkable in them, 
and therefore my narrative ſoon gave 
place to one from which I expected 
greater variety. _ | 1333 


The Hiftory of Mandeville. 


Ihe life of man, (began my friends) 


preſents us a chequered fcene. Some- 
times all is gay, and we proceed rapidly 
torward without thought and without re- 
tetions. Sometimes a dark cloud over- 


ſhadows our proſpects, and then we are 


ſunk into ten-fold darkneſs. 'This may 


appear a very pompous introduction to 


a imple ſtory, but believe me I have 
bad the greateſt reaſon to extract wiſdom 
from the various circumſtances of my 
ls A have not Tet f . 

muſt 
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muſt be attributed more to m 13 own in. 


ſenſibility, than the opportunities of in- 
ſtruction which have been' afforded me. 


Sweet are the uſes of adverſity,“ ſays 


the poet of nature, therefore 1 am not 
without hopes that the time will come, 
when I ſhall reflect, even with ſome de. 
gree of pleaſure, that 1 have been once 


miſerable. 


When you firſt nes me, you may 
rliteinber that I was the apparent beir of 
a very handſome fortune; that my com- 
pany was courted by many of my ſchool. 
fellows; and even that our old and wor- 
thy maſter regarded me with fome de- 
gree of attention, I was not inſenſible 


to theſe circumſtances, which is evident 


from my recalling them at this time to 
your memory. Then indeed I was hap- 


' Py ; but it was the happineſs of one who 


knew not that miſery exiſted in the 


world. Here our friendſhip, Mr. Scuda- 


more, commenced ; ſor here T remember 


that we fingled each other out, as a 


partner at play, or as an aſſiſtant in our 


taſks. About the time that I was to 


have been admitted at the Univerſity, 
my father died, and this opened, per- 


haps the moſt diftreſsful ſcene that buman 
nature can conceive. He left my mo 


| wah 


- © my a — — + mo 
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ther, who had been educated in all the 
elegancies of life, and ſix children, my- 


ſelf the eldeſt, without a farthing in the 


world. His fine eſtate, the care and 


protection of a long race of anceſtors, 
was fold for the payment of his debts; 
and nothing was reſerved but a cottage 

in a diſtant county, (the bounty indeed, 


it was, of a humane creditor) where my 


mother, with ſuch parſimony as ſhe was 
able, might bring up ſuch of her chil- 
dren as were yet infants. 


In this caſe, what was my reſource? 


| had no money to put me into buſineſs, 
and I am ſorry to add, not many friends, 
for all my father's friends, were friends 
only to his fortunes, One exception in- 
deed I ſhould make, the miniſter of the 
pariſh, tho* poor, was hoſpitable. He 


had received his little living from my fa- 
ther's hands, and in this hour of my ne- 


ceſſity, he forgot not that I was his ſon. 


Indeed he was a true chriſtian; and 


thoſe gleams of happineſs which I bave 


ſince occaſionally met with, I owe en- 


tirely to his inſtructions. He took the 
opportunity of my ſorrows to. inſtil 


principles of true 83 He told me 


upon what niotives I muſt, bear my mis- 
fortunes, to what en they were given, 
and 
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and whoſe improvement was intended 
by them. In ſhort, bis leſſons were uſe. 
ful without being impertinent; they 
were pious without any degree of auſte 
3 

In the parſonage of this good man! 


continued ſome months, without coming 


to any determination for my future life. 
At length I was informed that a noble 
lord wanted a private ſecretary, a young 
man of liberal education, and a tracta. 
ble diſpoſition. My good old friend 
flattered me with ſaying that I ſhould fil 
this place with credit, and had no doubt 
but I ſhould ſoon rife to riches aud ho- 
nour. In a ſhort time I prepared to 
take poſſeiſion of my ſplendid exped- 
tions. My worthy friend parted with 
me with no ſmall emotion. He followed 
me to the door, and beſtowed his laſt be- 
nediction on me. The tears trickled 
down his cheeks; and his laſt words 


were © remember that you are a chnl- 


tian, and hold faſt your integrity.“ My 
own tears flowed ſo faſt that I could 
bardly take a farewell look of the good 
old man, and his humble dwelling, bu- 
Tied in woodbine and holly. 

My journey to the metropolis was 
ſoon accompliſhed, and I was ſoon 
FE-2 placed 
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placed in a manſon where there was 
more ſplendour than happineſs, more 
: confuſion than entertainment. I entered 
immediately upon my new employment, 
and was not ſorry to find that my ſcene 
of action was an elegant library, furniſh- 
ed with a large collection oſ well deco- 
rated books. Here, Mandeville, ſaid 
© my noble patron, is the place where 
« you will be principally employed. 
„Here, I ſpend all my mornings amidſt 
4 ancient Philoſophers, and thoſe amia- 
« ble moderns who have dared to combat 
* prejudice by a freedom of thought. 
Here I will diQate to you my letters of 
* correſpondence, and inſtru you in 
e thoſe principles which are the greateſt 
* ornaments of human reaſon.” He 
would probably have proceeded further, 
but we were interrupted by a tall thin 
hgure, in a coat buttoned cloſe around 
him, which had once been black; his 
lace, was lengthened, his noſe hooked, 
and his eyes ſharp and penetrating, at 
the ſame time expreſhve of a ſupercilious 
contempt. Jn ſhort, after a few minutes 
_ converſation between this ſpare Philoſo- 
pher and my Lord, I diſcovered that he 
was one of thoſe illuſtrious moderns, 
who, with the moſt amiable liberty of 
thc. thought, 
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thought, combated the long eſtabliſhed 
opinions of mankind, and endeavoured, 
upon the ruins of every virtuons prineci- 
ple, to erect his own iyſtem of infide- 
Iny.” 
How ſhocked-: was I to find that 
| theſe were my patron's ſentiments, and 
that, like other Free philoſophers, it was 
his greateſt pleaſure -to make new con- 
verts to his doctrines. At this moment 
I recollected the admonitions of my ve. 
nerable friend, when 1 left the happy 
parſonage: and reſolved, before I ſuf. 
fered one ſceptical idea to take root in 
mind, to examine the foundation of 
every thing IL had been taught to believe. 
The ſplendid library of he noble lord 
afforded few inſtances to this purpoſe, 
Hume, Bolingbroke, with a long train 
of well-bound Philoſophers, filled the 
ſhelves; except that now and then I met 
with an old c/afjica/ friend to relieve me 


from abſolute deſpair. As my time, 


however, was not altogether occupied 
by my aticntience on his Lordſhip, I 
found ſufficient opportunity to purſue 
my ſtudies. The evening of every day 
his Lordſhip ſpent from home. I ſhould 
have informed you that' our houſehold 


& not confiſt of many perfons, beſides 
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the ſervants. His wife had' been dead 
ſeveral years, and left him no. heirs to 
his poſſeſſions, except a very amiable as 
well as beautiful daughter, at this time 
entering her nineteenth year. The houſe- 
hold was directed by a maiden fiſter of 
his lordſhip, as reſpectable for her diſ- 
poſition as ſhe was for her rank and 
years. My Lord, however, tho' a good 
Philoſopher, was neither a good father 
nor a good brother; and, as you will 
fnd in the ſequel, by no means, a good 
A fit of the gout confined him to his 
houſe, and as the malady was in his 
hand, 1t deprived him of the uſe of his 
pen. He was therefore obliged to em- 
ploy me in a correſpondence, which in- 
formed me that his evening lucubrations 
were not of the moſt virtuous nature. 
This firſt attempt I ſubmitted: to with a 
fort of ſmothered indignation ; but when 
he requeſted me to conduct his lady pri- 
vately to his houſe, I revolted at the pro- 
polition, and happening at that moment 
to caſt a ſlight reflection on his philoſo- 
phical principles, his anger rofe to the 
moſt uncontrolled. pitch, and I ſoon 
found that I had loſt his patronage and- 
protection. Ter Rn OY 
You. I. L 6 T ſhould 
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© I ſhould now have been contented, | . 
to depart, but fora thought (and it had ti 
never been more than a thought) that 1 ir 
ſhould leave behind the amiable and ac. a. 
compliſhed Lady Catharine. - I bad not 
preſumed to look ſo high for an object m 
of my affections. I durſt not indulge la 
the moſt diſtant reflection on the ſubject; 
and I believe I would ſooner have died 
than have declared the cauſe of my dif. 
treſs. I was not, however, ignorant, 
that I had ſome ſmall intereſt in the 
breaſt of this young lady. There are a 
thouſand ways of deceiving one's own 
heart. We had often read elegant au- 
thors * and our ways of think- 
ing ſeemed, without our being ſenſible 
of it, always to coincide. I frequently 
read amuſing books to the old lady in an 
evening, aud would ſometimes have 
found my attention rivetted by the re- 
fined obſervations of her niece. Theſe 
were pleaſures, Mr. Scudamore, difh- 
cult to be parted with; yet theſe I bad 
reſolved to leave. Tho? my patron had 
exacted a cruel ſervice, I could not re- 
pay bis former kindnefſes with ingrati- 
tude. I was poor range but I reſoly- N 
ed to be honeſt. 
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After one of our uſual evening par- 
ties, I accidentally dropped a hint of my 


intention to quit my preſent ſituation, 


and I believe, I might add, that I ſhould 
leave all happineſs behind me. Imagine 


my ſurprize, when my amiable young 


lady changed colour, and fainted inſtant- 
ly in my arms. The old lady and myſelf 


were greatly alarmed: by this ſudden in- 


diſpoſition. She was, however, ſoon re- 


covered; ſome remote cauſe: was ſought 
for as an excuſe for her illneſs; and we 


retired to onr ſeveral apartments. What 


was my agitation on returning to my 
chamber! The diſcovery was wonder- 
ful; and I threw myſelf on the bed in 


an agony of perplexity. I reſolved at 


once to leave the houſe; but then; to 
leave the object of my tendereſt paſſion! 
Various were the tumults of my ſoul: 
After three hours of the utmoſt anxiety 1 
became more calm, and at length deter- 
mined to abide by my firſt reſolution. 


My ſmall portion of moveables I col: 


lected together, and then, as my laſt ſa- 
crifice, (the only ſtep upon cool reflec- 


tion I have repented of) diſcloſed ' my 


whole foul to her whom I had not dared 
to think of but with the moſt diſtant ad- 


miration. This I did for the fake of ex. 
N L 2 pPlaining 
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plaiving my ſudden diſappearance; but 


at the ſame time aſſured her, that in all 


beobability this was the laſt time ſhe 
would ever hear of me. 


* About day-break in the morning I 


left my chamber; it was not uncommon 
ſor me to take an early walk. and there- 
fore my intention was not ſuſpected by 
the ſervants. The month was May, and 


my ſteps were involuntarily led towards 


the fields. I wandered from one village 
to another, torpid, as it were with grief, 
not knowing, or at leaſt, not caring 
where:I went. Fatigue at length got the 
better of my ſorrow; I ſunk upon the 
ground at the entrance of a wood, and 
remained, as I imagine, for ſome time in 
a ſtate of inſenſibility. On coming to 
myſelf I found a — ſtanding by 
me; he had a bill in his hand, and a 
bundle of fagots on his ſhoulder; he 
was returning home after his daily la- 
bour. — had ſeized the poor 
creature; and he was actually weeping 
over my ſeeming tarments. I immedi- 
ately baled this token af humanity, and 

greatly: wanted a lodging fr the 
queſtioned: him about the place 


28s 
night, 
o * abode; His good- nature was 
equal: ta his compaſſion.; I accompanied 
bim: to his cottage; and accepted a = 
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tion of the ſcanty meal the wife had pre- 
pared for her huſband... I retired to an 
upper chamber, but not to reſt! Here TI 
had time for reflection. A few hours 
had removed me from a palace, 'to a 
very humble cottage; from an affluent, 
tho' dependent fituation, to all the ap- 
pearance of poverty,. and all the expec- 
tation of diitreſs. Yet with all this I had 
not let go my integrity. This thought 
by degrees quieted the perturbations of 
my mind; and hope feemed to ſmile 
upon me. As the rifing ſun began 
tinge the tops of the higheſt oaks, 
ſlumber ſeemed willing to aflift me. 
This refreſhed my body, and the train 
of reflections that I had fallen into 
before I flept, caufed me to awake 
inthe moſt agreeable tranquillity. I con- 
tinned in this cottage above a week, un- 
determined what paths I ſhould purſue. 
In the day time I wandered thro' the 
woods, attending to the ſongs of the 
feathered tribe, occationally interrupted 
by the ſtrokes of the woodman's axe; 
in the evenings I watched the riſing of 
the moon and, retired- well contented to 
my coarle, but hoſpitable entertainment. 
« At length, however, I reſolved to 
leave my retirement. My hoſt and boſ- 
tels were ſorry to part with their vufitor, 
„ and 


— 
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and I yet poſſeſſed more than ſufficient to 
purchaſe their gratitude, if more noble 
motives had failed. My firſt lodging in 
town was near the Royal Exchange; as 
J carefully ſhunned thoſe places where it 
was poſſible I might have been known. 
Every day I viſited this great reſort of 
the merchants of all nations. I remark- 
ed the countenances, and made reflec- 
tions on the outward appearances of 
thoſe 1 ſaw there. The greater part 
were too much engaged to regard me, as 
J bad neither a ſhip to put in commiſ- 
Hon, or a bargaia that was worth attend- 
| ing to. E opts TEE; | 
A ttranger in the midſt of thouſands, 
I knew not what courſe to purſue. My 
.education prevented me from -applying 
myſelf to menial ſervices; and none 
were ready to employ a perſon in a more 
reputable ſtation, who could not give a 
better account of himſelf, I will not 
trouble you with the many mortifications 
J received, nor the diſtreſs to which J 
was driven, My money was exhauſtec, 
and I had no friends; once I was in pri- 
ſon, but delivered, as my debt was very 
ſmall, by the humanity of a ftranger. 
My laſt employment in England was as a 
writer to the bookſellers. For this pur- 


poſe I changed my lodgings to Pater- 


noſter-ROw. Sometimes I wrote politi- 
cal pamphlets, and ſometimes ſermons; 


ſometimes I tranſlated from the French, 


and ſometimes compiled from the claſ- 
ſics. As my employment was innocent, 


(for I never proſtituted my pen to un 


worthy purpoſes) I was contented. 


One day paſſing thro' the India- 
houſe I met a gentleman whom I re- 


membered well at my father's. table; he 


did not fee me but paſſed along. The 
porter of the houſe informed me he was a 


director. As my road ſometimes lay this 
way I met him again, and caught his 
eye. After a civil ſalutation from him, 
he aſked me ſeveral queſtions about my 
family, and particularly about my pre- 


ſent ſituation. My ſtory I told him was 


long, and that my ſituation was far from 
comfortable. He took no notice, but 
deſired me at the diſtance of a week to 
call at his houſe; and believe me, Scu- 
damore, this generous friend, without 
any ſolicitation, preſented me at my firſt 
entrance into his apartment, with a ve 


lucrative appointment in India. Need I 


add more! you ſee me here; and provi- 
dence has been ſo kind as to permit me 
to ſave your life. 


s 
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14 « Since 
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quired; and wants nothing but his amia- 
ble Lady Catharine to make him com- 


pletely happy. ER 
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Since I arrived here every thing proſ- 


pered with me; my fortune is now even 
larger than my wiſhes. I have remitted 
enough to place my mother in an eligi- 

ble ſituation; and educate the reſt of my 


family. 1his is the true uſe of riches! 


As for Lady Catharine, often do I figh 


when J remember her, and many a tear 


do 1 drop upon her picture. But come, 
Scudamore, I long to be introduced to 
your wife. You are now, I hope, able 
to travel; and we fhould not prolong 
any uneaſineſs that your abſence may 
have occaſioned.” © SH 


Thus Mandeville concluded * narra- 
tive with an irreſiſtible grace. He ſeems 
to be a credit to the fortune the has ac- 


: Yours; &c. 


. 1H © oo 


Lionel 'Scudamore 


A 


Q. 
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D ET T E R XXXVI. 


Lords neben to che Rev. Eenud 


Sey mou, rs 


. 0 % Tune 21; 


" hopes of Mr. Drummond's re- 
covery has been fo fludtuating for ſome - 


days paſt, that I deferied writing. to you, 
my dear Sir, till I could at leaſt give you 


a decifive account; a bad one you were 
prepared for, and I was certain you 


would readily bear a little anxiety to 
have it diſſipated by good news at laſt, 
I have now the pleaſure to inform you, 
that we have every reaſon to expect a 


happy termination to our diſtreſs: The 
ſurgeons hove at length been ſo ſucceſs. 


fal as to extract the ball, and they now 


tell us that time wilt retain our friend, 


who tho” as weak as poſſible is ſeniible 


and without: fever; and that there is no 
doubt but that a: continuance of quiet- 


neſs and attention will not only reinſtate 


bim in health, but tranquillity. This 


L 5 
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ſubject occupies both my pen and 

thoughts, and leaves me no time to 

thank you as I ought for your very oblig. 

ing and friendly letter; but your can- 

dour will I am ſure, excuſe at this time 

any neglect, but that of our dear Henry, 
| who has juſt ſent to deſire to fee me. 


Jour obedient ſervant, 


Weſtbury. 


- gf a nd wa A_ and ee e d t ae: 
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L NK KTI XXXNU 
i Lady Julia Harcourt to Miſs Deol | 


Livingfton- Abbey, June 23. 


WI AT real pleaſure it is, to have 
a friend, like my Eliza, to whom I can 

with real confidence unboſom my grief, 
and dupan my joy. Drummond is re- 1 
covering ! I wiſh I could make you _ 
ſenſible of the exquiſite ſatisfaction thoſe 40 
three words have the power of con- 
veying to the breaſt of your Julia. He 
will hve and be happy, and I ſhall not 
have the continual. pain of reflecting, 
that it was perhaps my levity and in- 
diſcretion, that brought one of the moſt 
amiable of his ſex to an untimely grave! 
that plunged. his parents into the deep- 
eſt miſery ; or baniſhed for ever from. 
his country a. perſon, whom. my father 
had received into his. houſe under the 
title of friend. Thank Heaven! I am 

now relieved from theſe dreadful ideas; 
and 


— 
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and 1 hope I ſhall be ever grateſul for 
ſo great a bleſſing. Ever fince my fa- 
ther returned from Lord Mordington's 

laſt night, and informed us that Drum- 
mond was now thought entirely out of 
danger, I have felt ſo bappy, ſo tran- 
quil, and contented, that it appears as 
if T had ſhaken off every thing that was 
mortal about me, and was quite tranſ- 
formed into an aerial being. 

But I am afraid this agreeable en- 
chantment will not long continue, for I 
have juſt now received a viſit from Lord 
Weſtbury, which will, in the end, I 
doubt, be productive of ſome uneaſi- 
neſs; and will, after all, convince me 
that I am ſtill an inhabitant of this ne- 
ther world. My mother and Selina, 
according to my mother's uſual cuſtom, 
went this morning a round of viſits 
amongſt the cottagers ; my father was 
following his ufual occupations of plant- 
ing and improving his eſtate; and poor 

I remained alone in my drefling room ; 
that room which for ſo many wks paſt 
has been the continual ſcene of mirth 
and feftivity. The ſtilffeſs of every 
object around me, joined to the reve 
lection of the changes that had happen- 
edi in ſo ſhort a time in our little ſociety, 
naturally 
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naturally threw me into a train of re- 


flection, which would 1 believe bave 
continued for ſome time, had not 
reverie been interrupted by the entrance 


of Lord Weſtbury. After the uſual 


compliments were paſſed, and he bad 
given me a ſatisfactory account of the 
health of his couſin, he took a feat by 
me. He can never be ungraceful, and 


be I thought I percerved ſomething em- 


arraſſed in his manner which I had ne- 
ver before obſerved. I am come, 
Lady Julia, ſaid he, after a ſhort pauſe, 
upon one of the moſt unpleaſant embaſ- 
ſies I was ever before engaged in; I am 


requeſted by my father to wait upon 


ou, and beg your acceptance of my 
band and fortune.” I roſe from my 


ſeat with great deliberation, and making 


one of my very beſt curtſies, © I return 
you a great many thanks, my Lord, for 
your civility ; and fo one of the moft 
unpleaſant embaſhes you were ever en- 
gaged in, is to beg my acceptance of 


your hand and fortune; very gallant 


indeed?” He ſmiled and took my hand, 
© I have at leaſt one ſatisfaction, Lady 
Julia, in finding you ſtill retain your 


vivacity; from the paleneſs and dejec- 


tion of your looks at my firſt entrance, 


I was 


1 
7 
"WH 
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I was apprehenſive your charming ſpi- 
Tits had quite forſaken you.” I was 
vexed at the- infinuation; © don't be 
alarmed, my Lord, ſaid I, on that ac- 
count, I flatter myſelt I have ſtill ſpirits 
enough left to make a figure as your 
wife ; quite as much as you will think 
agreeable, or I am much miſtaken,” ©] 
will not lie under the imputation af 
having ſaid an uncivil ming to you, my 
amiable friend, ſaid he, I think any 
man might eſteem himſelf particularly 
fortunate, ho could be ſo happy as to 
gain the affections of Lady Julia Har- 
court, who had a heart — offer 1 in re- 
turn; I believe you are not ignorant of 
m unalterable attachment to your 
friend, Mits Courtney; my love for 
her is fo interwoven with my exiſtence, 
that I firmly believe it can end but with 
my life; with ſuch feelings, how can I 
with any tolerable: compoſure, even to 
oblige a parent, offer my hand to any 
other woman?“ 

Now, my Lord, L can with fince- 
rity thank you for your ingenuouſneſs; 
1 did indeed know your attachment to 
Selina before, but it gives me an additi- 
onal pleaſure to find that you really 
eſteem me e the title of your 

friend, 


— 
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friend, by allowing me a place in your 
confidence. Let us now conſult what 
is beſt to be done in this affair, for our 
mutual happineſs. Shall I openly de- 
cline the offer of your hand? or what 
| other method can we fix upon that is 
moſt likely to appeaſe Lord Mording- 
ton.” © My charming, my amiable Ju- 
Has exclaimed he, aow ſhall I expreſs 
admiration. of your conduct; you 
= willing to draw down the diſplea- 
ſure of all parties upon yourſelf, to pro- 
mote the happineſs of your friends. But 
J am afraid, after all, nothing we can 
do will be of any ſervice to appeaſe, as 
ou ſay, my father; he is violent in 
bis diſhke to Selina, I know not for 
what reaſon. I have confidered and 
re-confidered. the ſubject, and could 
think of no other method to make him 
alter his opinion, but by a private 
marriage; h your friend bas from a 
motive of delicacy, abſolutely refuſed, 
and yet I am not without hope, that 
time and importunity may tempt her 
to become more favourable to my 
wiſhes. I am confident, would ſhe 
give me leave to introduce her to Lord 
Mordington, as his daughter, he would 


ma ſhort time be as proud of her under 
that 
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that vide. as he is now folicitous ſhe 
mould never become fo.” 

Before I had time to reply, my fa- 
ther entered the room; he feemed 1o 
mightily pleaſed with the party he met 
with, that I was quite convinced this 
had deen a preconcerted ſcheme be- 
tween the two 2 gentlemen the night 


before. Lord Weſtbury fat a ſhort 


time, and then took his leave, firmly 


beheving I am perſuaded that I would- 
mtreat Selina to run away with him. I 


cannot fay I concur with him in opini- 
on of that being the moſt Hkely way 


to reconcile Lord Mordington. But 


love bas the power of blindmg the moſt 


ſenſible of his votaries. In any other 
caſe I don't think thoſe would be the 
fenttments of Lord Weſtbury. I have 
not time to add more, than with how 
much fincerity I am, my dear Eliza's 


| Juli Harccurt. 


over afſeChonate 


| LET. 
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LETTER XXVXVIII. 
Mrs. Scudamore, to Miſs Darnley. 


1 i io; 


Its N the courſe-of three weeks, my dear- 
eſt Eliza, we ſhall leave India; in three 
or four months (long tedious months 
they will ſeem to me) I truſt I ſhall once 
more reviſit England, and the beloved 
friends it contains. Safe arrived there 
with my huſband, that fpot will be the 
centre of all my defires ; ; and the plea- 
fure I anticipate on that occaſion adds 
to my impatience to undertake the voy- 
age, which I now do with eagerneſs 
and without fear; and my ſpirits are fo 
good, that I flatter myſelf I ſhall not 
experience that uneaſineſs uſual in a long 
voyage. 

Every thing now looks with ſo ſmil- 
ing a face, that I forget all my diſtreſs ; 
for diſtreſs, Eliza, I have lately expe- 
nenced in a fevere degree. _— bas 

4 een 


234 WREATH. OF FRIENDSHIP. 


been ill, dangerouſly ill, in a violent 
fever, occafioned by a blow he receiv- 
ed; and I had every reaſon to dread, 
that widowed and forlorn I ſhould have 
to return to a country which without 
bis preſence would have loſt all its 
charms. -But I thank heaven, his health 
is reſtored, and he is now buſy in pre- 
paring for our departure, with alacrity 
and pleaſure, not inferior to what [ 
feel. I am perfectly ſenſible that living 
here in the ſtyle we have done has been 
as 1 to him as to me; and 
that the deſire of acquiring a fortune 
ſufficient to place me in affluence, has 
been the. ſole reaſon of ſacrificing ſo 
many of his beſt years. Ah, little did 
he know how ſoon my wiſhes were 
gratified, and that a ſmall, a very ſmall 
fortune, was adequate to every conve- 
mence and every luxury I could require: 


{ 

1 but as this time is almoſt elapſed I will 
7 not now lament it. However we had 
| paſſed it, it would now bave been over; 


and the recollection of it alone would 
have remained. We are now furnithed 
with the means of benevolence and the 
power of being uſeful to our fellow: 
creatures 3 may we prove juſt ſtewards 


of the talents commuted to our . 
an 
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and may we not follow the example of 
thoſe ſelfiſh mortals who live for them- 
ſelves alone! e 
It ſurely is not the buſineſs of a rati- 
onal being, or anſwering the end of our 
creation, to be continually wandering 
about in ſearch of amuſement; the poor 
and the miſerable have a claim upon us 
for much, perhaps even a// that we 
ſpend in folly and diſſipation; but I be- 
lieve it is poſſible to comply moderate- 
ly with the cuſtoms of that world in 
which we live, without being hurried 
away by the torrent. Mr. Scudamore 
and myſelf have laid down a plan in 
theory we mean ſoon to put in practice, 
you can inform us whether it is chime- 
rical or no? but the idea is pleaſing; 
and therefore we do not relinquiſh it 
till we have given it a fair trial. We 
mean to purchaſe an eſtate at a conſi- 
derable diſtance from the metropolis, 
and where its baneful influence has not 
yet reached, , fuch a place can be found; 
there, in the midſt of our tenants and 
dependants we will ſtrive to be the 
means of good to all. Not by a mifta« 
ken liberality or indulgence, but by in- 
ſtructing them in agriculture, cecono- 
my, and the way, not to wealth, but 
. 5 to 


% 
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co independence; which is only to de 


gained by induſtry and purity of man- 
ners. You will tell us "ins we have 
ourſelves fome of thoſe arts yet to 


learn! very true, but can we ſpend our 
time better than in ſtudying thoſe ſcien- 


ces which will be uſeful tos allo, and 
which contain, even in the moſt trivial 


ſenſe a © fund of entertainment!“ By 


Aetting them an example of religion and 
virtue, we hope to prove to them and 
their children, its utility; and by fo 
doing, lay a foundation which the ac- 
«<idental — of vice may not be 
able to overturn. Theſe are our day. 
greams when ſeparate, and our conver- 
fation when together. Neither Mr. 
Scudamore nor myſelf are fond of living 
in the great world; and we hope to 


find hours thus employed never bang 


beavy on our hands. 

With minds thus occupied are your 
old friends, my Eliza, returning to you, 
not leſs worthy J hope of your affection 
than they were ſome years ago; and 
confident that your heart will have un- 
dergone no change, unleſs indeed you 
ha ve given it by this time to another 
gueſt. At the time of your writing 


* which I received a few 


weeks 
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weeks ago, no ſuch event had taken 

lace; but when I conſider how long 
u is fince that letter was written, I per- 
ceive how many changes may have hap-- 
pened ere now. In the midſt of my re- 
joicings on my return, I cannot help 
dropping a tear to the memory of our 
excellent friend and inſtructor, Dr. 
Morton, and for the diſtreſs his widow 
muſt feel for his loſs, which to ber it 
muſt always be; but to you I hope it is 
not irreparable, though much to be la- 
mented. My huſband. bids me tell 
you that as you would: not return him: 
one line to his gallant epiſtle, he will: 
be equally proud; nor would he ſend 
you a Lining meſſage but out of 
pure charity; viz. to recommend to 
you to put yourſelf and fortune into the 
hands of ſome amiable man, who being 
nearly your own age, will in all pro- 
bability continue to you his counſel, 
his attemions, and ſupport in all dan- 
gers, ghoſtly and bodily, as you may want 
them; that/we can contradict your ar- 
guments againſt matrimony any time 
you pleaſe; and convince you (of what 
perhaps you are already convinced) that 
it is a ſtate capable of the moſt refined 
felicity ? Hear this, thou dear infidel, 


and 
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and tremble for having continued ſo a 


long ſing le. 5 t 
I ſhould be ungrateful to my newly- tl 


found treaſure Orixana, could I cloſe it 
this letter without ſpeaking of one to u 
whom I owe ſo much gratitude. The P 
preſent Mrs. Denniſon made me of this I p 
excellent woman has been a real bleſ- 0 
ſing; ber attachment to me I dare ſay u 
knows no bounds; and during Mr. E 
Scudamore's illneſs, ſhe was to both all a 
we could expect from the oldeſt friend { 
or neareſt relation. She aſſiſted in nur- | 
ſing him, ſhe comforted and conſoled 
me. All her own afflictions, ſevere as 
they have been, were baniſhed ; and 
humanity took entire poſſeſſion of that 
breaſt which might be ſuppoſed to have 
grown callous to every feeling. It is 
but lately that I have known her tale 
of ſorrows, and I have not time now to 
commit it to paper for your peruſal; 
but on ſhipboard, if I am able, I will 
of to recolle& the. moſt ſtriking parts 
of her {imple narrative. It will loſe 
much in not being told by herſelf, whoſe 
Pathetic manner makes it ſo intereſting. 
J have made her bappy by convincing 
her we will never part, and that ſhe 
ſhall be the companion of my * 
Hrs a 
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all her prayers have been offered on 
this account, and I believe ſhe will 
think every hour a day till we arrive 
in England ; where ſhe expects to- meet 
upon the ſhore, a a long loſt buſband. 
Poor Orixana! I will not damp the ex- 
ation which this voyage has made 

ſo deſirable, but I fear diſappointment 
will be the end of thy hopes. Adieu, 
Eliza! reſt aſſured that nothing can be 
a greater happineſs to me, than to 
lee you. | 
Emily Scudamore. 
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LETTER XXXIX. 
Lord Weſtbury to the Rev. E. Seymour. 


Weſtbury-Lodge, June 24. 


Tn k health of our friend, my dear 
Mr. Seymour, becomes every day more 
and more favourable. He will ſoon be 
able to uſe his pen, and I don't doubt 
but you will receive its firſt offering. 
He now gets up every day, but is yet 
too weak to ſhare any thing with his 
friends but joy; and I have none of 
that to diſpoſe of. A few weeks ago I 
thought nothing could affect me more 
ſenſibly than the ſtate in which I ſaw 
poor Drummond ; I now find there is 
one perſon in the world who occupies 
a larger portion of my heart than even 
that valued relation ; and the 1dea of 
being ſeparated from her, cauſes a pang 
ſtill more poignant. You will excuſe 
me for troubling you with my 5 

Wh ut 


WREATH OF FRIENDSHIP, 241 


but the heart ready to burſt with its 
own anguiſh ſeeks for ſome one to un- 
burthen itſelf to; and our late correſ- 
pondence upon a melancholy ſubject, 
- has convinced me, that you have huma- 
nity enough to pity the diſtreſs of a 
friend, to give him your confidence, 
and to aſſiſt him with your advice. I 
will therefore haſten to give you a de- 
tail of the tranſactions that have been 
going ſorward during my attendance ON 
Mr. Drummond. + 
My father, eager, no doubt, to en- 
ſure my happineſs, and unconſcious of 
infringing any right, propoſed to my 
Lord St. Clair a union between Lady 
Julia and myſelf, without giving me the 
leaſt hint of his intentions. Could I 
have offered her a heart, free and diſ- 
engaged, and have received ſuch a one 
in return, it might have been to both a 
connexion not only of convenience, 
but felicity; but ſituated as we are, no- 
thing could be ſo unfortunate as this 
propoſal; and my objections to the al- 
e have incenſed my father ſo high- 
7 that I fear all my art, without the 
bmiſſion he requires, will be inſuffici- 
ent to re. inſtate me in his good graces. 
YL * : M With 
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With a ſoul not very ſuſceptible of the 
-tender paſhon, he cannot conceive what 
diſlike we can have to a marriage 
which appears to him to be ſo neceſſary 
to the improvement of both our for- 


tunes; (which indeed are ſeparately 


large enough to fatisfy reaſonable de- 
fires, and even now to contribute to 
the wants of others) but two people are 
to be made miſerable for the ſake of 
joining acre to acre, and the lengthen- 
ing a grove to the extent of ten miles, 
when five are enough for every conve- 
_ the moſt wanton fancy can de- 
fire. . 51 
This would have been my opinion if 
my heart were free; but attached as it 
is to Miſs Courtney, I look on wealth 
only as a ſecondary conſideration; nor 
ſhould I have had a wiſh for it but as a 
means of placing her in a ſituation where 
her merit and virtues might be moſt 


_ conſpicuous. © - 


. I have endeavoured to convince my 
miſtaken parent that her worth, ber 
education, and underſtanding, would 
adorn the higheſt rank, and give luſtre 


to it; but he is inflexible, and inſiſts as 


a proof of my affection for bim, 12 I 
VM : | fee 


wi 


* 
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| ſee her no more, that I forget her, nor 


think of, nor ſpeak to hes again. F*; 2 
"3 


have not, nor neither can I promiſe 
ſuch a ſacrifice, becauſe I am certain it 


is what I never ſhall be able to per- 


form! I even fear your ſuperior reaſon 
and unbiafled judgment will condemn 
me, when I tell you, I have dared to 
mention to Selina, as our only reſource, 
a private marrlage ; but ſhe for ever 
| ſoars above me, and vows never 
to be mine without my father's con- 
ſent. 

« I have never, ſhe ſays, known the 
bleſſing of a parent, but I have been 
taught to reverence the very name, and 
to look on diſobedience as a mortal 
crime; let me not then be guilty of 
| leading one I love into danger, or call- 
ing down on your head the curſe of 
him who has a right to exped obedience, 
— _ not to force it. We are both 
.young, my Lord, and according to the 


courſe of nature may look forward to 
many NN let us not embitter theſe 


by follies of which we are ſure to re- 
pent; nor cloud over future proſpects 
with family diſcontents which would 
deſtroy all our enjoy ments. Lord Mor- 
| & dington 
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dington is growing into years, let me 
not deprive him of the confolation he 


has a right to expect from you. I have 


vowed never to be yours but on terms 
of general conſent; if it will contribute 
to your eafe and bappineſs, I will vow 
alſo, never to be another's, whilſt 
continue ſingle and attached to me.“ 
This, my dear Sir, is Selina's fixed 
refolve. Reaſon I know muſt approve 
of it, but love would have rejoiced at 
a leſs rigid deerhon. Sometimes I am 
inclined to doubt of the ſtrength of her 
affection for me, but I know the offers 
ſhe has refuſed fince our acquaintance, 
and that ſhe is all truth and ſincerity, 
and in a moment I bamfh every thing 
but confidence in her conſtancy. That 
mine will be equally firm, equally per- 
manent, I will never ceaſe to aſſure her, 
but we muſt ſeparate ; this is my ambi- 
tious father's decree, and in which for 
a time I muſt acquieſce. I fear, hows 
ever, I cannot be quite ſo ſubmiſſive 


as he expects me, for he imagines I may 


live within three miles of the woman I 
love above every earthly being, and 
never fee her, or think of her; indeed, 

my good Sir, I have not reſolution fut- 
* F ficient 
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ficient to aid me in an action fo heroic, 
I feel myſelf but a weak mortal, con- 
tending with ſo violent an adverſary as 
love; and I am much more inclined to 
yield than make any reſiſtance. Were 
the object leſs worthy, I might perhaps 
endeavour to conquer this inclination ; 
as # 38 I will fly, but carry along with 
me the arrow and the wound, and che- 
riſh a ſentiment that I am convinced is 
honourable, for it is the love of virtue 
herſelf. You will ſay that the ſubject 
hurries me too far, and that I forget 
having at the beginning of my letter 
aſked your advice; whereas I ſeem to 
be giving my own opinion, and abid- 
10g by it, like moſt people in an error. 
But though you ſee I am determined as 
to my general behaviour, I with for 
your advice how to conduct myſelf 
properly in this perplexing affair. I 
begin to diſtruſt my own judgment on 
3 occaſion where the paſſions take the 
a. | 
You will favour me with a continu- 

ance of your correſpondence I am ſure, 
but if you could for a few days give us 
the pleaſure of your ſociety, it would 
be contributing to the happineſs of an 
4” old 


«..- 
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old as well as a new friend; one who is 
eager td, prove how much he has and 
does value your friendſhip ; and the lat- 
ter how much be T if you honour him 
with it. I remain your moſt obliged 
and very affectionate, 


buy 


L E T- 
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LETT. 


Fg 


Lady Julia Harcourt to Miſs Darnley. | 


| Livingfton- Abbey, June 26. 


I HAVE often heard it remarked, 


my dear Eliza, © that a ſtriking con- 


traſt in ſcene or ſituation, could never 
be unpleaſant,” now I do aver the di- 
rect contrary, from my own experience 


this very evening. The ſerenity of tbe 


weather induced Selina and myſelf to 
exceed our uſual limits in our walk, 
and ramble to a water mill about two 


miles diſtant. It ſtands at the foot of a 


hill, or, I ſhould rather ſay, the hill is 


of a ſemicircular form, ſo as to ſcreen 
the miller's pleaſant cottage from every 
cold and penetrating wind. The river 


forces its way rudely over ſeveral bro- 


ken rocks and large ſtones, and ſolicits 


your attention as well from its picu- 
reſque beauties, as from its agreeable 


murmurs. On the oppoſite bank is a 


1 large 
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large hanging wood, that throws: a ſoft. 
and pleaſant ſhade over the whole of 
this delightful valley. The miller's wife 
was ſeated upon a ruſtic bench at the 
door of her cottage ; her ſon, a hand- 
Tome youth, that might have paſſed for 
a ſhepherd in a romance, was reclined 
upon the bank at a little diſtance, draw- 
ing ſome delighttul ſtrains from a clari- 
net; whilſt his brother, a ſweet child 
about two years old, was gathering 
flowers beſide him. | 

There was ſomething in this ſcene ſo 
imple and pleaſing, that we likewiſe 
feated ourſelves upon the verdant mead, 
to contemplate the beauties of the place. 
Our meditations, however, were ſoon 
interrupted by ſounds, which to my 
companion J firmly believe were more 
ſweet than the — ſongſters in the 
neighbouring grove, or the ſoft notes 
from the youth's clarinet, it was the 
voice of Lord Weſtbury. For ſome 
time we converſed on eneral topics, 
the beauties of nature, &c. but in a 
ſcene ſo formed to inſpire love, with 
the object of your tendereſt attachment 
by your ſide, it would have been unna- 
tural, nav impoſſible, not to have in- 
troduced the favourite tubjeſt.. * m_ 

muc 
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much 1 wiſh, Lady Julia, ſaid Weſt- 
bury, that our ſociety, at this moment, 

could be encreaſed by the preſence of 


the man, who of all others has the 


power of conferring happineſs on you.“ 
An involuntary tear ſtarted m my eye; 


I was aſhamed of my weakneſs, and 


dreaded nothing fo mueh as Weſtbury's 
_ obſerving it. I told him I thought it 
was a very pretty hint for me to retire, 


and ran haſty down the bank to the 


miller's wife. She took me into the 
cottage, and gave me the hiſtory of 
every individual of her little family. 


Every thing was ſo neat and comforta- 
ble, that I proteſt, Eliza, J thought 
that I could with pleaſure have renoun- 


ced all the trappings of grandeur; and 
with a few choſen friends, could have 
contentedly finiſned my peaceful days 
in that recluſive fituation. We ſtayed 


till the evening ſhades began to cloſe 
around us; I then thought it high time 
to remind the worthy pair, that they 


were not in fairy land, but muſt again 


return to the common path of mortals. 


Me ſauntered home in that happy frame 


of mind, which I am convinced, my 
friend, you have much oftner experi- 
enced than I have. How ardently I 


M 5 wiſh 
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wiſh I could attain that firm equality 
of foul which you enjoy, and which 
muſt be ſuch a real bleſſing to the poſ- 
ſeſſor. 6 oP 

Wben we arrived at the avenue, Lord 
Weſtbury told us, that his father's early 
ſupper, and a point he made of never 
keeping him waiting, muſt be his apo- 

| logy for not ſeeing us quite home. I he 
motive of obliging a parent was too 
amiable not to approve of it; we there- . 

fore went quietly home without him. 
But how much were we ſurpriſed on 
entering the drawing-room, to find 
Lord Mordington there. 

How ſhall 1 give you a deſcription 
of the party? my mother looked ex- 
tremely uneaſy, and every time they 
ſpoke ſeemed to add to her anxiety ; 
my father appeared to be much more 
angry than he is accuſtomed to be ; as 
for Lord Mordington, pathon, pride, 
petulance, malice; and ill- nature, were 
all blended in his countenance. As 
ſoon as he beheld me, © There ſhe is, 
ſaid he, © let her anſwer for herſelf. 
Tell me, young lady, have you, durſt 
you ſay, that you would not marry my 
ſon? and yet if it is fo, don't tell me; 
I could not with patience ſee the wo- 

SAY | man, 
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man, who was ſo loſt to every thing 
that was good, as to ſay ſhe did not 
choole to marry Lord Weſtbury. But 
I know your motives, your reaſons are 
plain enough; don't think I want pene- 
tration ſo much as not to know it is 
your love for Harry Drummond.“ 
Her love for Harry Drummond!” 
laid my father, interrupting him, if 
I had the leaſt ſuſpicion that ſhe dared: 
but for an inftant—” Who cares for 
your ſuſpicious, my Lord St. Clair, you 
are ſo pathonate, ſo impetuous, if you 
would be calm and collected, as 1 am, 
you would fee things in their true light. 
But don't alarm yourſelf, Drummond 
will never have her; poor fellow, he 
has engaged himſelf, like a graceleſs 
dog as he is, to marry a French girl; 
and as ſoon as be gets better, he is go- 
ing to ſee her. It diſtreſſes his parents 
much, but who is there that ever had a 
child that did not diſtreſs them?” This 
laſt ſpeech of Lord Mordington's was 
more than my father's temper could 
bear; that his daughter ſnould be in 
love with a man who had evidently leſt 
her for another woman, and this at- 
tachment ſhould prevent her accepting 
the man he had deſtined for her, was 
too 
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too much. I confeſs I was not leſs of. 
fended than my father. My boſom 
glowed with an honeſt indignation at the 


thought; and ſtupified as I was at the 


reception I bad met with at my en- 
trance, I yet found words to exculpate 
myſelf from the charge. There is but 
one way, Julia, to convince me,“ ſaid 
my father, and that is inſtantly to 
tell Lord Mordington, you will with 
pleaſure accept the addreſſes of his 
This was a bard condition ! I hefi- 
tated, If you don't comply,” conti- 
nued my father, I will difown you 
for my child; nor will I ſuffer any one 
to plead in your behalf.“ He came up to 
me with a frames in his look that ab- 
ſolutely frightened me; I burſt into 
tears! this had more effect than all the 
oratory I could have uſed. She is 
my only child,” ſaid he, © it has been 
the ſtudy of her life, hnherto, to make 
me happy. She is the comfort of my 
age; and ſhall I, to gratify myſelf, 
make her life miſerable? I cannot do 
it, my Lord Mordington; you muſt 
tell your ſon, without Julia will mar- 
ry him with her own free will, he 
ſhall not have her at all.“ “Lou 
| 7, 0 
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are a fooliſh man; my Lord St. Clair, 
to be ſoftened by a woman's tears; 
they will do her no harm: But let 
her cry, the is ſtubborn enough, I 
believe, my ſon is better without her; 
but one * more I inſiſt upon, he 
ſhall not have your other er ar 
as you call her; ſhe is certainly an 
improper match for him,” © No re- 
flections upon Selina, my Lord,” ſaid 
my father, © ſhe is a good girl, and 
I dare anſwer, has no thoughts of 
your ſon.“ © 80 much the better, 
o much the better,” ſaid his Lord- 
ſhip, © for ſhe never ha have him.” 
Poor Selina's caſe was not now much 
better than mine; ſhe bluſhed ex- 
tremely when my father aſſerted ſhe 
had no thoughts of Weſtbury ; but 
we were all 'reheved by Lord Mor- 
dington's taking his leave. You will 
believe, Eliza, I was truly grateful to 
my father for bis goodneſs to me. 
When we retired, 1” found myſelf ſo 
little inclined to ſleep, that I fat 
down to impart this whole ſcene to 
you; I know you will feel for our 
perplexities. Adieu, my dear friend, 
no fituation can ever alter the warm 


affection that 1 is felt for Jo by your 
ulia Harcourt. 


L E T. 
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Rev. Edward Seymour to Henry Drum. 


| | W ant ford-Houſe, June 27. 
Muy Dear Friend, | = 

A S I am now relieved by your reco- 
very, from the anxiety which attended 


your late ſituation, I feel an impulſe to 
aſſume a more ſerious air; and admo- 


niſh you, both in the character of a 


friend and a divine. Believe me, that 
this late tranſaction, which ſo deeply 
hurt my feelings as your friend, wound- 
ed me much more acutely. as a man of 
religion. I cannot look upon the deci- 
ſion of theſe points of honour, as they 


are called, in any other light than that 


of a cool deliberate murder. 'Tell me 
not.that the world approves ſuch inhu- 
man cuſtoms, to keep the peace of ſo- 
ciety, to awe the petulant, and ſilence 
the impertinent. But does religion 
ee fleep 
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ſleep while theſe reformers are murder- 
ing men into obedience? Does the 
maker of mankind, who formed men 
to be of one mind, and told them that 
they were brethren, does He ſit an un- 
concerned ſpectator of ſuch tranſacti- 


ons? does the author of the moſt bene- 


volent religion the world ever ſaw au- 
thorize ſuch proceedings? Alas! the 
very contrary is the caſe! Even barſh 
words are forbidden by that mild legiſ- 
lator; how much more, inhuman aGti- 
ons? But am I then, the man of ſpirit . 
exclaims, tamely to endure an inſult ? 
am I to bow before the inſolent, and 
crave pardon, when I have never of- 
fended? by no means, innocence will 


always juſtify herſelf; and men of un- 


derſtanding will ſupport her conduct. 
The challenger is generally raſh, and 
always prejudiced by paſſion. Is it rea- 
ſonable, then, to ſay nothing of religi- 
ous motives, that I am to run the ha- 
zard of loſing my life, becauſe he cares 
not for his own? is it proper that I, 
who, probably, am a huſband or a fa- 
ther, ſhould ſtake theſe unfiniſhed du- 
ties againſt the life of a profligate ? or, 
if I am not yet engaged in theſe import- 
ant charaQers of life, others, probably, 

Yo Y: 85 demand 
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demand my care. 
parent's breath depends upon my own; 


a ſiſter's happineſs, or a brother's love; 
am I then to riſk all in this world, and 


my own welfare in the next, for what ? 
for a point of miſtaken honour ; and to 
gratify the reſentment of a raſh mortal. 

'Flink not that the world would con- 
demn you for declining fuch a conteſt. 
Men of ſenſe and virtue would rather 
applaud you; and if a few licentious 


characters ſhould not be ſatisfied with 
theſe reaſons, be affured that they do 
not underſtand them, therefore deſ piſe 


their inſults. 
I Þ have not, neither do I intend, to 


apply theſe arguments to your late ren- 


contre. Your own reflections, I doubt 


not, before this time, have done it for 
you. To ſpeak my friendſhip is beyond 


my power. Live as you have hitherto 


done; and if once only in a man's life 


be bas done amiſs, he need not be afraid 
on wenne. | 


Yours melee. 


3 


It may be, an aged 
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ERP T E R XIII. 


— : 


Miſs Darnley to Lady Julia Harcourt. 


Wansford Houſe, June 28. 


| CONGRATULATE you, my 
deareſt Julia, on Mr. Drummond's re- 


covery. It has relieved you from infi- 
nite anxiety, as you conſidered yourſelf 
the cauſe, (though certainly the inno- 
cent one) of the unfortunate rencontre. 


I cannot acquit Mr. Drummond of a&- 
ing with duplicity ; and perhaps it is a 


fortunate event for you that his firſt en- 


gagement was ſo ſoon diſcovered. I 


hope he will leave Lord Mordington's 


as foon as his health will permit, as 


TI ſhould be _ you ſhould meet 
him at preſent. 
moſt intimate friend, and many con- 


verſations we have had on this ſub- 


ect. Seymour blames himſelf much 
e for 


e is Mr. Seymour's 
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for not endeavouring to guard his 
friend from ſuch a fatal deluſion; his 
reflections have been as painful as your 


own, and the favourable accounts we 
now receive, have relieved him from 
infinite anxiety. 


I hinted to Selina, in a letter, an 


3 I had of changing my ſituati- 


you ſhould have heard of it 


* but for this melancholy quar- 
rel which has engroſſed ſo many of 


our thoughts. You have often .told 


me, Julia, that J ſhould be much hap- 
pier in a married ſtate than I was 
in a ſingle one, but my heart had 
no object to prefer; and I looked 
only at a diſtance at a proſpect which 
perhaps does not always appear in 
the moſt brilliant colours. But Sey- 
mour's gentle virtues, and many amia- 


ble qualities, have been more effec- 


tual than all your rhetoric. I feel all 
the ſoft influence of that paſſion which 
has been ſo often the ſubje& of the 
poet's pen, but which, till now, I ne- 
ver could form an idea of. 

I have not raſhly entered into this 
engagement. From the firſt moment 
I became acquainted with Mr. Se * 
mour, 
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mour, my heart told me he was the 
only man I had ever ſeen who could 
make me happy. I took fome pains 
to baniſh him from my thoughts : 
and I muſt confeſs that my pride 
was hurt, when I reflected how ſtea- 
dily I had declared my' intention of 
never marrying. I was unwilling to 
own my weakneſs, even to you, my 
friend; and aſhamed when I conſi- 
dered how very inconſiſtent my con- 
duct would appear ſhould I indulge 
the partiality I felt. Mr. Seymour's 
behaviour to me ſince I firſt knew 
him, has been uniform, manly, and 
I may add, tender; it required very 
little penetration to diſcover the pre- . 
ference he gave me; and his motives 
for concealing that preference were 
To very generous, that his character 
ſtands unrivalled. You muſt pardon 
the ſtrength of my expreſſion, as you 
may perceive that I view all his 
actions through a medium which is 
not very apt to magnify faults. It 
is true, I love him with a fincere 
affection, and as my heart never be- 
fore felt the force of this paſſion, I 
may be a little blind, but all who 
$1 know 


are not of tbe 


44 Mr. Se mour 
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know him praiſe his virtues; they 
negative kind, err 


tive, and exerted for the good of his 
fellow creatures. I have a very par- 


ticular wiſh, my beloved friend, that 


you. ſhould be with me on this oc- 


caſion; for though I am ſo truly fen- 
ſible of Mr. mour's merit, and am 


in my own mind perfectly fatisfied 
with the propriety of the ſtep, yet I 


feel my ſpirits will require the kind 
aſſiſtance of my julia, to help me to 
ſupport myſelf with Grams; Will 
my dear Lady St. Clair have the 
acute to ſpare you and Selina to 


you have more intereſt in her 


begs his moſt reſpeQ- 
ful compliments, and bids me ſay he 
will either come to Livingſton for you, 
or meet you in any part of the road, 


if Lord and Lady St. Clair will but 


grant us this favour ; and I will pro- 


miſe myſelf to ſee you ſafe . home 


* I 1 urge numberleſs ar- 


guments 


e, though but for a ſhort time. 
Plead for me, my friend, to your mo- 
ther, 
tan 1 can boaſt of; and 1 
doubt not your readineſs to oblige 
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guments to ſhow how kind 1 ſhould 
eſteem your preſence at this time; 

but to your friendſhip alone I will 

appeal. I flatter myſelf with a firſt 
place, and in that hope I ſhall re- 

" = moſt affectionate and fincere 

rien 


| Eliza | Darnley. 
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LETTER XIII. 
Rev. Edward Seymour to Lord Weſtbury, 


' Wansferd, July i. 


SINCERELY do I thank your 


Lordſhip for your two laſt favours. The 


- reſtoration of my friend's health has giv- 
en me a, ſenſible pleaſure; and I have 
nothing now to wiſh on his account, but 
that he may properly feel the impropriety 
of his conduct, and profit by his late me- 
lancholy fituation. I have written to 
him on this ſubjeR, and flatter myſelf, I 


ſhall ere long have the happineſs of hear- 


ing from him. 

Your Lordſhip's offers of friendſhip 
are too agreeable not to be accepted 
with joy; and I ſhould eſteem myſelf 
very fortunate to be able in any reſpect 
to give you advice which might contri- 
bute either to your preſent or future hap- 
pineſs. Miſs Courtney's behaviour meets 

with my warmeſt approbation ; and give 
me leave to add, my Lord, it is rather 
LS . 5 


* 
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an ungenerous concluſion, to imagine 
that ſhe is not as fincerely attached to 
your Lordſhip as you expected. Tho 
the votaries of love, perhaps, may not 
be ſo clear-ſighted as if they were not 
under that influence, yet we ought not 10 
_ conclude, that a perſon who acts with 
propriety, in ſuch a fituation, does not 
feel ; it would be ſtriking at the root of 
every heroic action, and depriving your 
lively friend of one of her brighteſt or- 
naments. Your Lordihip will, I am 
ſure, be ſenſible of this when time has 
ſoothed thoſe ſorrows which at preſent 
wound your heart. n 
The different ideas of happineſs which 
perſons of different a,es entertain, may 
ealily account for Lord Mordington's 
earneſt- wiſh to ſee you united to Lady 
Julia Harcourt. You muſt be perfectly 
ſatisfied, that it is your felicity alone his 
Lordſhip has in view; and tho' he has 
unfortunately choſen an improper me- 
thod of expreſſing his deſire, yet, I dare 
venture to promiſe, he will in time be 
convinced of his error, and have real 
_ pleaſure in allowing you to be happy in 
your own way. Only, my Lord, you 
muſt follow Miſs Courtney's advice. Do 
not by precipitation blaſt all your future 
proſpects; 


8 = 3 1 
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proſpet᷑ts; with your ſentiments of filial 


_ reſpeR, you could never be happy even 
in the p of her you moſt ardently 
deſire; if, by xe: the object of 

Jour wiſhes, you forfeit the affection of 


a father. 
Your paſt life has been ſpent in ſuch 


| unremitting attention to your duty, and 


Four character has gained ſo much luſtre 

a it, that I | wo myſelf the moment 
your Lordſhip will view with the calm 
eye of mild philoſophy, your preſent 
fituation, that you never can marry Miſs 


Courtney under theſe circumſtances; I 


would ſaggeſt to you, by way of chang- 
>4 the ſcene, by all means to go 
abroad; if youcan prevail with bis Lord- 
_ ſhip to give his approbation. Beſides, 
the neceflity there appears to be for poor 
Drummond to take that ſtep, as ſoon as 
his health will permit, will be an excel- 
; * pretence for your accompanying 
3 
It would have added greatly to my 
preſent happineſs if it had been in my 
wer to have accepted your obliging 


555 invitation, as I ſhould have wiſhed to 


| _ have ſeen you both before you leave En- 
gland; but you each feel the power of 
E too forcibly, to expect me to leave 

: at 


1 
) „ 


> 
* 
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at this time the object of my tendereſt at- 
tachment. Miſs Darnley has conſented 
to make me happy, and I hope in a ſhort 
time to aſſume a new character. We 
have ſome flattering expectations that 
Lady Julia Harcourt and Miſs Courtney 
will honour our nuptials with their pre- 
ſence, which prevents me from requeſt- 
ing the favour of ſeeing you at that time 


at Wansford. When your Lordſhip re- 
turns from the Continent; it will be no 
ſmall addition to my happineſs to have 

the honour of OG yqu in a an 


ble en 


| 5 n 
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ay 7 Julia Harcourt to Miſs e Darn 


{1 11 
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You UR 3 my dear Eliza, . 
always the power of conveying a ſenſi- 
ble ſatisfaction to my breaſt; but your 
laſt was productive of more than com- 
mon pleaſure. It has long been my ar- 
dent wiſh to ſee you ſhine in the connu- 
bial ſtate; with ſo fair a proſpect of hap- 
pineſs before you, how thankful am I 
that my prayers have been heard. Your 
ſentiments of a fingle life ſeemed to be 
ſo firmly rooted, that I was really afraid 
it would not have been eaſy to eradicate 
them; but F am rejoiced to find I was 
| miſtaken. I cannot even now avoid re- 
verting to my former ideas of old maid- 
In, that it is a forlorn uncomfortable 


ſtate at beſt.* Even you, my friend, I 
2 have 


»A late writer eee it to a un tree 
upon an open common Os 
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have ofte n raue were in want of ſome 
intimate connexion, tho ſurrounded 
with fortune s beſt gifts. Whilft young, 


ve can ad. friends 1 8 who are 


W 


is bound to us 155 a leer tie than that 
of friendthip. Our female friends have 
formed other connexions, and are too 
bull employed 1 in watching the progfeſs 
of their own families, to attend to the 
happinels of a ſolitary individual. 

And as to the Platonic ſy ſtem, T had 

always a_very indifferent opinion, of that. 

1 recollect, Eliza, you, once dropped a 
hint to me in one of your letters, that 
you wiſhed Mr. Seymour, had been 
either. married, or g good deal older, that 
you unght without cenſure have cheriſh- + 

ed a friendſhip for him; of the abſurdity 
of that, idea J apprehend you have been 

too long convinced, to make it neceſ- 

1 | at this Une, for Me, to enlarge 

3 it. 
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ou will let me know when Fou 
4 ed your day, I will certainly be 
with you the evening before, and ſtay 
for one week. I am much obliged to 
Mr. Seymour for his politeneſs in offer- 
ing to meet me on the road; but I think 
it will be unneceſſary to give him that 
trouble, as I ſhall take the travelling 
chariot and carry my own maid with me. 
Selina is very much mortified, ſhe cannot 
be with you, but ſhe has had a little cold, 
Which zoined to a burry of ſpirits at 
being. preſent at ſome unpleaſant ſcenes 
lately, ſome of which I deſcribed, and 
others of the ſame nature, threw her 
into a low fever. She was indeed very 
much indiſpoſed for ſome days, but I 
hope ſhe is now nearly recovered ; tho' 
my mother does not choc ſe to truſt ber 
from home fo ſoon after her confine- 
ment. 190 
Poor Weſtbury” s diſtrefs at the time ke 
was fick, is. not to be defcribed; how 
tenderly is he attached to her! I can- 
not help daily lamenting, that two peo- 
ple, fo formed to confer happineſs on 
each other, ſhould thus be forever ſepa- 
rated, by the ill nature and caprice of a 


* old man. I beg bis Lordſhip's 
pardon, 
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pardon, but I am entirely out of pa- 
tience with him. 
le my Selina, ſaid Weſtbury to 
her, this morning, © that I give you pan 
by my very great anxtety {or your 
recovery; you abſolutely ſeem to ſuffer 
as if you were diſtreſſed, when Iam in 
company wnh you, by the energy I can- 
not refrain from ſhewing for your wel- 
fare: But it ſhall not be always thus; I 
will not be the conſtant cauſe of uneafi- | 
neſs to the woman, whom of all others, 
I with to make the moſt happy. As ſoon 
as I am convinced you are quite well, I 
will inſtantly go abroad.“ Abroad, 
my Lord,” ſaid Selma, lifting up her fine 
$.tO his, « ſurely you have no thoughts 
of that.” © Indeed 1 have,” faid be, 
< nay, ] am ſeriouſly determined upon 
it; do you think I can ſee and converſe 
with you conſtantly, daily behold ſo 
many proofs of your numbliteſs quali- 
fications, and ſtill remain under the cruel 
reſtrictions you and my father have laid 
on me of never calling: you mine? and, 
on the other hand, is it poſſible that T 
fhould.remain in the ſame kingdom with 
you, and yet debar myſelf the pleaſure 
of e you? No, my charming 
N 3 ts girl, 


{4 
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girl. believe me, that it is a taſk too hard 


for me to impoſe upon myſell.“ 


* 1 


Selina, “let me intreat you to alter it. I 


Lf 6 S. ” 1h » . G6 f . a 
Ik ſuch is your determination,” ſaid 


ſhall be moit unhappy in conſidering my- 
ſelf as the cauſe of your baniſhment. 


Your country has a claim upon you. If 
. $4 T7630 of o$5* | 
ſuch members of the community as Lord 
Weſtbury will not refide at home, where 
ſhall we look for examples. Your fa- 


ther bas a right to demand your ſociety ! 
let me now, my Lord, have the ſatisfac. 


tion of hearing you ſay, you will not, at 


bowed, his bead, but made her no an. 
-_ 


*S 7 , 
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{wer. So much for the obſtinacy 
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& 


: 


e 

— 1 „„ 1 FS: 3413 By 
t9. form an opinion, fight or wrong, and 
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Poor Selina! I doubt ſhe will og oe. 
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the victim of a hopeleſs paſſion ! 
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you ſhould 1magine more of the inbabi- 

1511. 4 % 46 135: 44.4 . 1. 
tants of Livingſton-Abbey may be in the 
ſame ſituation, I think it neceſſary to in- 


form you, that I am entirely reſtored to 
my reaſon, and behold Drummond's ac- 
tions In the true light; and upon cool re- 
flection cannot help thinking them unge- 


nerous 
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nerous to the laſt degree. It was all at 


the beginning, friendſhip and ffirtation, 


ſo far it was very well; but did he not 


ſometimes endeavour to introduce a lit- 


tle love, particularly 4n a little Jeu d' Eſ- 
prit, he ſent me with a dart; and if it was 
all friendſhip, why was the name of Ma- 
demoiſelle de Sanzey ſo carefully avoid- 
ed. I am not quite ſure that I hold Sel- 

's behaviour in ſuch abhorrence as 
J did when he went away. Had he be- 
ha ved better about the duel, I could eaſi - 
ly have forgiven him for being the firſt 
perſon that mentioned the French lady. 
It appears to me now very plain cn 
Drummond had fixed upon this plan for 
the amuſement of a few leiſure hours, 


whilſt he was obliged to ſtay in England, 


till he could once more return to his be- 

loved Rofalia. A very flattering conſi- 
deration for me to be ſure! I have one 
more idea to ſuggeſt to you, and then I 
have done with the ſubject for ever. 
Don't you think that Lord Weſtbury 
might have hinted to me that there was 
ſuch a lady in exiſtence, without violent ly 
1ofringing either the laws of friend/pip or 


honour ? TI am no great judge of theſe 


nice polats between men, but I think 
"Is 4 that 
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| that might have been done with a r 
little management. 

We are informed that Mr. Selwyn is 
at Paris, living in high ſtyle; that he is 

quite the 2%, and an univerſal favourite 
with the ladies. He certainly can be an 
agreeable companion when he pleaſes. 
1 Drummond goes away in the morn- 
ſo I bope I ſhall be ſpared the pain 
of ſeeing him any more. 

Adieu, my dear friend! I fear I have 
[taken up. too — of your time at pre- 
fent, Wen ave more important 
concerns to t wh of. I ſhall not write 
again before I ſee you; that it may be in 
happy times, and on an happy . 
is 46 Py n of you. 


Julia Harcourt. 


LE T- 
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1 Fr 2 p19 {13} 21-4 4 


ab Nr E.. to 0 Rev. 


ee 


n July 3. 


8 EYMOUR, behold the pen once more 


in the hand of your friend; and wielded: 


in your ſervice, to whom every thing 1 is 


due, that reaſon or gratitude can inſpire. 
W hat ſhall I ſay to you, deareſt, beſt of 
men, for the pains you have taken to 
make me' worthy of eſteem, fince the fir 
moment of our acquaintance? never till 


now was your victory complete. But I 


think you will do me the juſtice to believe 
me, when I fay, that Ken preſent ſenti- 
ments agree entirely with your laſt let- 
ter; that before it arrived they had un- 
dergone a thorough change. It has con- 
vinced me on a ſubject which pernaps 1 
bad not ſufficiently conſidered; it has 
confirmed me in — and 1 hope I 
ſhall no-more deviate from thoſe princt 
ples you fo nobly enforce. I tremble at 
N 5 the 
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the idea of having been thought by you 
ſo guilty as I really was; I find now, 
that to look with indifference upon er- 
rors, is one ſtep towards the commiſſion 
of crimes; and when ſo far advanced, the 
deſcent is eaſy, gradual, and certain. 
How difficult is it to riſe to the ſummit 
of virtue? but even this I ww attempt; 
and athited by your friendly arm, I fear 
not to attain a height ſo defirable, if any 
human mind may ſo preſume. CY 
As my firſt atonement, I write to Ro- 
ſalia, to offer her an unworthy hand, 
but which ſhe alone bas any right to, if 
ſhe thinks it acceptable. I dare not ſay 
I give with it a beari, becauſe, in truth, 
I cannot add that is ne to give; but 
time and abſence from the ſcenes which 
lately made me happy, will, I hope, 
teach me to think on hi, as on every 
orher ſubject, as becomes à man who 
profeſſes himſelf your friend. Chance, 
and my delirium, diſoovered to my fa- 
ther and mother this fatal ſecret; it is 
their earneſt wiſh that I ſhould fulfil my 
engagements as ſoon as my health is re- 
ſtored. How good are they to me! and 
what have they not ſuffered for an unde- 
ſerving fon! J am 'a'beggar in gratitude 
ks Simon 1 zes Non of cor e 


5 


= * 'z $a 
. 7 1 xt 
# T1 df > #381 F485 


= 


„ ll 
1 e N 


n 


WREATH: OF FRIENDSHIP. 275 


to every creature round me; and the 
reſt of my life, however long, will ſcarce 
ſuffice me to diſcharge the debt. 
Neither my head nor my hand is equal 
to a long letter. Farewel, my dear 

friend; nobody can rejoice ſo much at 
your approaching bes. arch as your 
faithful 


H. Drummond, 
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LETTER ALVI. 


Henry Drummond, Eſq. to Mademoiſelle 


ze. 


Meſtbury- Lodge, July 3. 


5 ROsALIA. what will you ſay to 
your truant lover, who, forgetful of the 
vows he ſwore at your feet, had ſuffered 
himſelf to be captivated by an Engliſh 
beauty ? Trembling and fearful he dares 
to be fincere; to confeſs his crime, to 
deprecate your anger, and even to ſue 
for your: forgiveneſs. He offers you a 
hand truly unworthy your acceptance; 
but led by the virtues 1n your train, he 
truſts it will not always remain fo. He 
can offer you alſo a pleaſing reception in 
this country, from thoſe, who, aſſured 
of your merit, are defirous to call you 
the endearing name of daughter; and 
who will endeavour to aſſiſt their ſon in 
making amends for bis paſt neglect. 
| You, 
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You, my dear Mademoiſelle de San- 
zey, are the arbitreſs of my fate; ſay but 
you wiſh to ſee me, and I fly over ſea 
and land to obey the fummons. All _ 
future life ſhall» be. ſpent to make 
happy; and to atone for the evi. I 
have been guilty of againſt love. Had I 
been in health I ſhould loug ere now have 
been in perſon at Paris; but a ſevere ill- 
neſs, from which I have ſcarce yet reco- 
vered, obliges me to write what I ſo 
much wiſh toſay. As ſoon as I ſhall re- 
ceive your anſwer, I hope to be able to 
obey your commands. Monſieur and 
Madame de Sanzey who were not igno- 
rant of our engagement, will have no ob- 
jection, I think, to ratify it on the terms 
I firſt propoſed; to them 1 preſent my 
moſt reſpectful devoirs; to you, Roſalia, 
every thing you can deſire ane! an * 
eee friend. | 2 me 1.4 
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LETTER XLVII. 
Miſs Darnley to Lady Fulia 2 
Ne | „ils | 


Wanord: Houſe, Jul hs: 


I; HAVE this moment u. ub ee your fa- 
vour, my Julia; it has revived my al- 
moſt drooping ſpirits, by the kind aſſur- 
ance, that I ſhall have your ſupporting 
preſence: I ſincerely regret poor Seli- 
na's illneſs on her account, and I am 
afraid, not much lefs on my own. It 
would have given me great pleaſure to 
have ſeen the dear girl at Wansford; but 
tho I am denied that ſatisfaction at pre- 
ſent, I will hope, in future to be more 
fortunate! You deſire me to tell you 
when you muſt come, the moment you re- 
ceive this letter, as Thurſday is the day 

fixed. I have thought ſo often and ſo 

deeply upon this ſubjeR, that I feel my- 
ſelf a coward; and never in my life had 
more occaſion for your ſupport than at 
1458 Preſent. 
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preſent. I ſee my gravity gives pain to 
the only man in the world I ever wiſhed 
to pleaſe; and yet notwithſtanding all 
my endeavours, I cannot conceal it, I 
ardently wiſh you were here, as your vi- 
vacity would, at leaſt make my feelings 
not ſo conſpicuous. J will not indulge 
myſelf in writing any longer, as I find 
the ſubject would be inexhauſtible. 

My beſt thanks to Lord and Lady St. 
Clair, for ſparing you to me; but, my Ju- 
lia, talk not of one week; remember how 
very long it is ſince you have favoured 
me with a viſit, I at wha a time you 
will be with My beſt wiſhes and 
love to my dear Selina; I hope you will 
bring a better account of ber health. 
Tours, my Julia with ſincere affection, 


Eliza Da my 
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LETTER XLVIf. 


Lady Julia Harcourt to Miſs Courtney. 


*. an ſer d- Rouſe . 40 7. 


I welt knew before I came from. 
bome how tenderly I loved. you, my Se- 
liua; but, believe me, till I was parted 
from you, I was not ſufficiently ac- 
quainted bow neceſſary. you were to my 
happineſs. Tho? enjoying the company 
of my dear Eliza, I am every moment? 
in want of you; ſome new idea ſtrikes 
me, which I wiſh: to communicate to 
vou; or if any thing gives me pleaſure, 
it loſes half its joy becauſe: you do not 
ſhare it with me. The” it is but a few 
hours ago ſince I parted with you, I don't 
feel inelined to take any reſt till I have 
given you ſome account of my journey; 
and as the ſcribbling mania ſeems to be 
upon me at preſent, I think it quite as 
well to indulge it. 8 
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We rolled briſkly along all the morn- 
ing with a bright ſunſhine and clear ſky, 
which promiſed a much longer continu- 
ance than we experienced in the ſequel; 
and was an excellent leſſon, to ſhew us 
how tranſient are all ſublunary bleſſings. 

About four in the aſternoon we were 
overtaken by one of the moſt dreadful 
ſtorms I ever heard. ITbe thunder roared 
inceſſantly, and the lightning came in 
ſuch quick ſucceeding flaſhes, that it was 
impoſſible ro diſtinguiſh them. It did 
not ſuit the nerves either of poor Anne. 
or myſelf; but as there was no ſhelter. 
near, and the horſes. went very quietly, 
we were obliged to make a. © wirtue of 
necefſity,” and therefore; ſat patiently. 
trembling in the corner of the carriage, 
waiting the uncertainty of our fate. We 

had not proceeded far in this way before 
we were ſtopped by oo ae" and four, 

poll 


wi ch bad taken bon of the middle 
of the road. Three or four ſervants 
yere vainly endeavouring to appeaſe the 
unruly horfes, who were ſo much terri- 
| fied at the lightning, that it was impoſſi- 
ble to hold them; and inſtantly as we 
came up to them, overturned the vehi- 
| cle, and threw their poor maſter at ſome. 

4 i diſtance. 
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diſtance. The gentleman did not appear 
to be much hows but the ſervant told 
William, he feared the carriage was ſo 
much broken, it would be impoſſible for 
his maſter to get into it again; and as 
the rain was beginning to be very heavy, 
and there was no houſe near, he muſt be 


very much wet before he got to Wans- 


ford, a village about ten miles off, where 
he was going. He ſaid his maſter's 
name was Lord Malbourne. As ſoon as 
William informed me of all theſe cir- 
cumſtances, I fent to offer his Lordſhip 
an aſylum in my chariot ; which he very 


thankfully and politely accepted. He is 
à very elegant young man indeed, almoſt 
as bandſome as Waben Selina, l 
ſeems about his age. 

As the ſtorm abated my ſpirits zoole ; ; 
and in a ſhort time we entered into a 
little chat. He faid he was going upon 
avilit; or he ſhould rather ſay to officiate 
as bridegroom- man to Mr. Seymour. I 
told him that I ſuppoſed to-morrow we 
ſhould both be gueſts under the ſame 
roof, as I was going to act in the fame 
capacity to Miſs Darnley. You may be- 
lieve he took that opportunity of ſaying 


We polite things; how much he was 
nn rejoiced 
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rejoiced that he was not immediately to 
part with his newly acquired acquaint- 
ance, &c &e. 

He aſked me if I knew Mr. Seymour? 
J ſaid, I bad not yet that pleafure, 7ho* 
Miſs Darnley was my particular friend. 
He ſaid he would venture to affirm IL 


. ſhould receive great pleaſure from his 


acquaintance, as he was a moſt amiable 
character; every body that knew him 
loved bim; be was happy to have it in 
his power 10 fa) , that Mr. Seymour was 
one of his moſt intimate friends; he could 
not ſay the moſt intimate, as they were a 
Trio at College, and he believed they 
had an equal regard for each other. I 
faid, that was, I believed, a very ſingu- 
lar caſe ; that it was much more com- 
mon to ſee two bound in a league of 
fnendſhip, than three. He anſwered, it 
had always been the caſe with them, 
that he had flattered himſelf with meet- 
Ing his other. friend, Mr. Drummond, to 
mght ; but from a few haſty lines he had 
received from bim the day before, he 
ſound he ſhould be diſappointed. I. 
aſked him if he knew Lord Weſtbury, 
(as he ſeemed to be all in our own way) 
% very little; when Weſtbury joined 
744121 us, 
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us, Drummond and he came to England. 
and I went into Germany, where I re- 
mained till within theſe few weeks“ 
- When we arrived at Wansford Houſe 
L was about to take leave of my compa- 
nion, when we perceived Mr. Seymour 
at the ſide of the carriage. His ſurpriſe 
and aſtoniſhment was very great to ſee 
bis friend ſeated fo quietly by me. I 
avalled myſelf of the joy they expreſſed 
at meeting after ſo many months ſepara- 
tion, to ſhp from them, and run into the 
houſe, — — I found Eliza anxiouſly 
waiting for me; our pleaſure was not in- 
ſerior to that of the gentlemen. She ap- 
peared in better ſpirits than I ans 
— ber letter; but there was a ſedate- 
Ae in hex manner, if I may ſo expreſs 
myſelf, that was pleaſing to me. I could 
not have patience with a woman that 
ſhould act with the fame unconcern, on 
the eve of a day that was to determine 
her future happineſs or miſery for lite, as· 
at any other time. 
We were very ſoon joined by the two 
gentlemen, and explanations. and: intro- 
ductions took place on all fides. Eliza 
lamented much that you. could not be: 
withus.. 1 wiſh,you had ever been dar: 
IS ; WM 
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that you might form an idea of the ele- 
gant ſimplicity that reigns, thro? the 
whole of this delightful manſion. We 
were in a ſmall drawing-room that Tooks 
Into the garden, which might truly be 
ſaid to be © ſweet as Eglantine after a 
ſhower.” The ſaſhes were thrown open, 
and the woodbine and jẽſſamine that 
twined around the, window, diſpenſed 
the moſt agreeable perfume through the 
whole room. 
_ The uſual compliments were ſearce 
over, when Lord Mal bourne recurred 
once more to, the ſubje& 'T wiſhed, ſo 
much he houltbe Rect upon. I Was 
much ſhocked, Seymour,” faid he, to 
receive a ſhort letter from Drummong, 2 
day or two ago, wherein he told me ky 
bad been dangerouſly.wounded. i in a di 
that a lady was the cauſe of it; hut he re- 
Herred' me to you for particulars. Tam 
. convinced bis antagoniſt muſt either have 
been very headitrong, or behaved ve 
ill, for I don't think Drummond 2003 
willingly | have engaged in an affair of 
that kind. Seymour caſt a glance to- 
wards Eliza, as if he had ſaid, 0 ſhall I 
give your friend pain, if T enlat upon 
this fubject?ꝰ Eliza looked towards = 
an 
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and I am afraid my countenance rather 
"betrayed too mych pee for them 
"to think I was quite indifferent on the 
ſubject. I was apprehenſi ive the ſilence 
would grow quite diſtreſſing, and began 
"to think it incumbent” upon me to , ſtep 
"forward; and. theretgre muſtering up all 
"my reſolution, 1. ſaid, * you only do your 
friend juſtice, my , Lord, n ſuppoſing 
bis antagoniſt to have 215 5 illz he 
certainly is the moſt 1 impetuous of all hu- 
man beings ; and 3 believe Mr. Drum- 
1 mong could not, ave ated; otherwiſe 
than be dig, acc ondling to modern ideas 
of "the, laws of 1 9 95 le is nearly 1 re- 
covered, addreffing wy{elf! to Sey mour, 


* he left Lord Mordingtpn's c on Tueſday, 


and s believe 1 in a ſhort t time iutends go- 
ing ae fl. «bis. 1 gement 
4 ere Fo gu, Sel1 ina, T wulf confeſs, 
f d 0 only 155 Young . do it. that my 
"heart kid to, fin K as I p r nounced. the 
"aft f | ROMs, and it Was 1895 "difficulty. 


, Foul articulate them... «I am ſorry for 


} 


, ſaid Lord 'Malbourne, | 1 do not 


d As union with Roſalia can ever be 

92 Top happineſs to Drummond; 1 
1 ood deal of her the laſt time 74 * 
5 e the. i is amg 3 fc Tel oe 
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world, by having been ſo long confined 
in a convent; beſides, there, is a levity 
iu her manner, which to a perſon of our 
friend's known good ſenſe, and keenneſs 
of obſervation, can never be agreeable 
in one be is to ſpend his life with.“ 4 I 
am not ſo well acquainted with Made, 
moiſelle de Sanzey as yon are,” ſaid _ 
Seymour, and therefore cannot ſo 
Ally judge of her merits; to me there 
is only one inſuperable objection to an 
union, and that is the difference of their 
religious, tenets; but that, ought to have 
been conſidered before àn engagement 
had been entered into; I belie eve he gan- 
not now retreat with honour,” 3 Very 
fortunately the ſervant entered with tos 
and put an end to a converſation, which 
you, my dear girl, who know. my. heart, 
will readily believe could not be agreea- 
ble to me. I fuppoſe, before they come 
to-morrow, Seymour will have let his 
friend a little into the ſecret ; and he will 
be more ſparing of his obſervations on 
that ſubject. 

The gentlemen took Gui leave at eight 
o'clock; Eliza and I ſpent a comfortable 
evening. She laid open her whole heart 
to me; indeed, I think ſhe has every 

proſpect 
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ſpe& of happineſs with Mr. Seymour. 


le is one of the moſt agreeable men I 


ever ſaw; and appears to be particularly 


eaſy and elegant in converſation. I be- 


lieve it is full time for me to conſider 
that I have to riſe early to dreſs for 
church. I wthh to-morrow was over, I 


feel myſelf a coward even at the thoughts 


of Eliza's wedding. I don't know how 
I ſhould ever get over my own. 

When you write, you muſt tell me all 
Weſtbury ſays and does; I am deeply in- 
tereſted in all your ſcenes. I have writ- 
ten'a few lines to my mother; if more 
particulars are wanted, you will be ſo 
good as to give them. Good night, my 
dear girl; believe me, no ſituation can 
alter the unchangeable affection that is 


felt for you, by your 
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